
   

                                                                                                                                          11th February 2025 
                  

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the half term and Christmas seems a 
distant memory. It is lovely being able to welcome so many of you into school this 
week for parent, teacher discussions. If you are not able to attend, please speak to 
your child’s class teacher or the school office to make an alternative appointment. 
 
This term in Collective Worship we have been focusing on our value of self-belief 
and how we persevere when things are challenging. Across the school this has been 
a focus, helping children to build greater resilience. We have talked about why 
feeling ‘uncomfortable’ in new or tricky situations can be a positive thing because it 
helps us to learn and try out strategies to overcome the difficulties we may face in 
life. 
 
Last week our Year 5 conducted Geography fieldwork in Carterton town centre. It was lovley to receive feedback from 
members of the general public regarding the children’s incredible behaviour and manners. Well done Year 5. 
 

 
Last week we promoted Children’s Mental 
Health Week. This year the theme was 
Know Yourself, Grow Yourself. The week 
started with an assembly on Monday and 
then our Wellbeing Champions led 
workshops across the classes on Thursday. 
Resources for families can be found here: 
Families - Children's Mental Health Week 

 

 
 
Tuesday 11th February is Safer Internet Day 
with the theme this year: Too good to be 
true? Our Digital Leaders are leading events across the school to support our 
children to be safe online. Resources for parents: Parents and Carers - UK Safer 
Internet Centre 
 

 
Newsletters are published to the school website. The easiest way to receive newsletters is to subscribe to the newsletter 
through the school website, http://www.st-john.oxon.sch.uk/news/newsletters - this way you will be notified when a 
new letter is uploaded. In addition, our school website has all the recent newsletters and class letters on it, as well as lots 
of other information such as dinner menus. Add us to your favourites: www.st-john.oxon.sch.uk  
We also use a text message service to send reminders to parents and Facebook to communicate school events and 
notices.   
  
Find us on Facebook at: @stjohnsschoolcarterton  
 

My colleagues and I wish you a restful half term break and look forward to seeing all the children on 24th February. 
 
Best Wishes 

Mark Smith 

Headteacher 
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https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
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http://www.st-john.oxon.sch.uk/


General Reminders  
Beach Club says Thank you and Goodbye! 
Mrs Barwood will be leaving the St John’s family at the end of this term. She will be sorely missed by all the staff and the 
children who attend Beach Club. We all wish Mrs Barwood all the best for the future. We pleased to announce Miss Meeks 
from Hazel class has agreed to step into this role going forward. 
 
After School Clubs 
Clubs are now open for booking and will be closing on 25th February at 1pm. If you would like to book your child onto a 
club please visit SchoolCloud - St John the Evangelist CE VA Primary School. Please ensure you type the class exactly as it 
appears below: 
Nursery AM: NURSERY AM                               Nursery All Day: NURSERY ALL DAY                              Nursery PM: NURSERY PM 
Beech Class: Beech                                                       Oak Class: OAK                                                                           Elm Class: ELM 
Horse Chestnut Class: HSCH                                       Ash Class: Ash                                                                      Hazel Class: HAZEL   

Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to parents for getting your children into school 
on time so that they do not miss any learning or feel 
unsettled because they have arrived after routines have 
been established for the day. 
 
In line with our school 
policies, please 
remember to 
communication your 
child’s absence everyday by 9am at the latest. If your child 
is absence and has a school lunch booked, please 
remember to cancel their lunch via SchoolGrid. This saves 
on wasted food and a unneccesary charge.  
 
We do not authorise family holidays in term time, long 
weekends, or special visits/trips/half days for example. At 
the end of the school year we have blocked INSET days to 
support families in booking holidays before other schools 
across the country break up. As you may have seen on the 
news at the start of term, the government have tightened 
regulations on persistent absence and the use of penalty 
notices for term time holidays.  
 
 
 

 
 

Attendance this term: 
Whole school target: Each child to have attendance above 
96% 

Class w/b: 
13/01 

w/b: 
20/01 

w/b:  
27/01 

w/b: 
03/02 

Oak 95.2% 94.1% 93.4% 92.8% 

Beech 94.6% 94.9% 94.8% 92.6% 

Elm 92.7% 92.3% 98.3% 98% 

H Chestnut 97.7% 98.3% 97.3% 98% 

Ash 95.3% 96.7% 94.3% 96% 

Hazel 96.6% 95.3% 99% 100% 

Cedar 94.1% 94.1% 99.3% 97.2% 

Rowan 99.6% 96.1% 98.6% 96.4% 

Holly 94.5% 96.8% 96.8% 97.7% 

Silver Birch 95.9% 94.5% 94.5% 93.8% 

Sycamore 100% 100% 91.3% 94.7% 

Maple 96.3% 96.7% 98% 95.7% 

Walnut 97.9% 98.6% 97.9% 94.5% 

Willow 99.6% 99.3% 98.6% 98.2% 

% Attendance 
Whole School 

96.4% 96.3% 96.5% 96.1% 

 
 

Pastoral Team News 
Safeguarding Children   
 

If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads 
immediately by contacting the school directly on 01993 843124. 
 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, 
please contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. If you have a concern 
about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666.  

 
Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Joanna Stainer (Deputy Headteacher) 
 
 
 
 

https://stjohncarterton.schoolcloud.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Digital Leaders News 

 



PTA News 
PTA Diary Dates 
The PTA have planned many events for the year for children and families. We hope you will be able to support these: 
March 
Spring Discos – Weds 5th March Y1-6 (3 discos Y1&2 4.30-5.30pm, Y3&4 6-7pm, Y5&6 7.30-8.30pm) 
Someone Special Sale (Mother’s Day) - Thurs 27th March during the school day 
June 
Someone Special Sale (Father’s Day) - Thurs 12th June during the school day 
Summer Discos – Weds 18th June R-Y6 (3 discos R&Y1 4.30-5.30pm, Y2,3&4 6-7pm, Y5&6 7.30-8.30pm) 
July  
Summer Fun Day - Sun 6th July 
Open Evening - Thurs 10th July 
Leaver’s party Thurs 17th July  

DIARY DATES 

Term Dates for 2024 – 2025 

Term 1 

Wednesday 4th September to Friday 25th October 2024 
Term 2 
Monday 4th November to Friday 20th December 2024 
Term 3 
Tuesday 7th January to Friday 14th February 2025 
Term 4 
Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April 2025 
Term 5 
Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 23rd May 2025 

Term 6 
Monday 2nd June to Friday 18th July 2025 

 

INSET Days: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September, 
Monday 6th January, Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd July 

May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 5th May 
2025 

Term Dates for 2025-2026 

Term 1 
Wednesday 3rd September to Thursday 23rd October 2025 
Term 2 
Monday 3rd November to Friday 19th December 2025 
Term 3 
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February 2026 
Term 4 
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March 2026 
Term 5  
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May 2026 
Term 6 
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July 2026 
 
INSET Days: Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September, Friday 
24th October, Monday 5th January, Monday 20th July 

May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 4th May 
2026 

We may add to the following dates as school and 
community events are confirmed. 
2025 
Tuesday 11th February: Parent’s Evening 3.40pm-7.30pm 
 
Wednesday 12th February: Nursery walk to the Country Park 
 
Wednesday 12th February: Year 4 Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes Workshop 
 
Thursday 13th February: 
Reception Parents Teddy 
Bears Picnic 2.30pm  
 
Thursday 13th February: 
Parent’s evening 3.40pm-
5.30pm 
 
Friday 14th February: Year 3 Multi-Skills Festival at Carterton 
Community College 
 
Monday 24th February: Year 5 Sycamore start brass lessons 
 
Thursday 27th February: Year 4 start swimming 
 
Thursday 6th March: World Book 
Day 
 
Thursday 6th March to Tuesday 11th 
March: Travelling Bookfair  

 

Monday 17th March: Class 
Photos 
 
 
Monday 31st March: Year 3 
Trip to Hill End 
 

Thursday 3rd April: Reception Vision Screening 
 

Caring for Others † Achieving Excellence 
 

 


