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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year, and welcome back! 

We hope you and your family enjoyed a joyful and restful holiday . As we begin this new year together, we 

are excited about the opportunities ahead and look forward to continuing our partnership in supporting your 

children’s growth and success. 

The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide initiative designed to inspire both 

children and adults to enjoy reading more. With the theme ‘Go All In’, families are 

encouraged to explore all kinds of reading — from books and comics to magazines, 

websites and audiobooks – linking directly to your child’s hobbies or interest. Recent 

research from the National Literacy Trust shows that many young people are 

reading less for pleasure, making this focus more important than ever. 

At our school, we are passionate about developing a love of reading. Through our READ initiative and daily 

learning, we promote reading as both an essential life skill and an enjoyable habit. Our children know that 

reading opens doors to learning, confidence and well-being, supporting them now and in the future. 

Last term, many children engaged well with the READ 

initiative, although some found it more challenging than 

others. This term, staff will be contacting families of 

children who were falling behind to discuss how we could 

work together to provide extra support. We really 

appreciate the positive response and support from parents 

already over the Christmas break. 

Look Who’s 

Talking 

 

We are incredibly proud of all the children who took part in 

the class heats of the Look Who’s Talking oracy competition. 

Speaking in front of others is an important skill, but it can 

also be very daunting for many children. To ensure everyone 

felt supported, adaptations were made so that children who 

were worried were able to present just to an adult, allowing 

every voice to be heard.  

 



 

The next stage was the school heats, where 9 children were 

absolutely amazing, confidently sharing brilliant topics that really 

mattered to them. Although only three children could progress to 

the next round, every participant should be extremely proud of 

themselves.  

 

We now wish our three finalists Alyssa, Pippa and Tilly the very 

best of luck as they represent our school in the next round against schools across The Forest of Dean.   When 

preparing their talk they  may want to consider what the judges in the final will be looking for in a speaker:   

 

• DELIVERY 

• CLARITY 

• FLUENCY 

• INTONATION/EXPRESSION  

• PROJECTION 

• CONFIDENCE 

 

Young Leaders Impress our Local MP 

On Wednesday 7th January, a group of our Young Leaders proudly showcased our school by leading a whole-

school tour, followed by a question-and-answer session. 

 

Matt Bishop (MP) was extremely impressed by the enthusiasm and pride shown throughout the morning. He 

thoroughly enjoyed spending time with the pupils, answering their questions about his own schooling, why he 

chose to become an MP, and the skills needed to pursue such a role. 

The pupils represented the school brilliantly, and it was a fantastic experience for everyone one involved.  

 

Examples of some of the questions asked by our children: 

“We have a set of drivers that shape our Curriculum. Do you have something that drives you?” 

“I walk to school most days because I live in the village and our school takes part in the Walk and Wheel.  

Can you help us slow down cars and make it safer for us in the village?” 

“Part of our Curriculum is about staying safe online, is there something you are doing, pushing for, that 

could help us with staying safer online?” 

“We collect the views of our classroom and whole school through our Young Leaders such as School Council.  

How do you collect the views of the people of The Forest of Dean?”  
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House Points: 

 

Total Autumn term:  

Red currently 1st 

 

Yellow currently 2nd Green currently 3rd 

1031 

 

911 774 

 

Week ending 9th January – Green 145, Yellow 143 and Red 113 

Attendance Matters: 

Current Whole School Attendance = 94.36% (Below National Currently) 

 

Good attendance is one of the most important factors in a pupils’ success at school.  This includes arriving on 

time as lessons are built on previous knowledge.  Gaps formed are harder to back fill and friendships and 

confidence are affected when children are regularly off or late.   

Class name  Attendance week ending: 

19th December  

Attendance week ending: 

9th January 

Hedgehogs 92.06% 94.32% 

Foxes 78.57% 97.86% 

Wild Boar 89.09% 95.45% 

 

Star of the Week: Congratulations to all our children named below: 

               Week ending: 12th December 2025                            Week ending: 9th January 2026 

 

 

 

                                                                                           

  

 

                              

 

 

                        Edgar, Genie and Otto                                                   Hazel, Maxwell and Henry  

Lunchtime Star - Sam                                                    Lunchtime star - Osian 



Reception children have been enjoying the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ during their English lessons. 

Inspired by the book, the children explored different environments just like the family in the story, including 

grass, a river (which resulted in some very wet socks!), and squelchy mud. They used their senses to describe 

how each surface felt on their hands and feet, noticing the textures, temperatures and even the sounds they 

made. The children also talked about how their feet and hands looked after each adventure, developing their 

descriptive language and vocabulary. It was a fun, hands-on experience that brought the story to life and 

encouraged lots of enthusiastic discussion and imaginative learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foxes Class have been exploring how the Britons responded to the Roman invasion. The children learned about 

the impact Roman rule had on Celtic life and focused on Boudicca, the Iceni queen who led a famous rebellion. 

Using historical sources, they made inferences about her personality and then created their own visual 

interpretations of Boudicca. The pupils have shown great curiosity and creativity as they brought this part of 

history to life. 
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Kind regards, 

                                                          K.Burke 
                                                                        Mrs K Burke 

                                                                Executive Headteacher  

                                                            Forest of Dean Community Schools Federation 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: We will add new dates each Newsletter in red 

Autumn Term 1 

Mon 26th January Year 5’s Dance Workshop at The Dean Academy.   

Fri 30th January Darts Event – Year 5/6 *Letters sent to selected children* 

Fri 6th February Federation Future Me Day at Yorkley School 

W/C Mon 9th February Last Week for Current After-school Clubs (Coding Club finishes 5.2)  

Weds 11th February End of Term 3 

Thurs 12th February INSET Day 

Fri 13th February INSET Day 

Mon 16th – Fri 20th Feb Half term – 1 Week 

Fri 27th February Culture Day 

Mon 2nd March Secondary School Allocation Day 

Thurs 5th March World Book Day 

Fri 6th March Wellbeing Champions to Viney Hill  

Fri 13th March Red Nose Day 

Thurs 19th March Year 4’s In the Net at Yorkley School *Details to follow* 

Fri 27th March End of Term 4 

30th Mar–Fri 10th Apr Easter Holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Links:  
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