
Phonics Information Meeting for 
Year 1 Parents and Carers

Tuesday 14th March



Being able to read is the most 
important skill children will learn 

during their early schooling and has 
far reaching implications for 

lifelong confidence and well being.





It iz tiem too gow hoam
sed v kator pilla.

But iy doat wont 2 gow
howm sed th butt or 
flie. Iy wot to staiy

heyr.





Although there are 26 letters in the 
English alphabet, there are more 

than 40 speech sounds.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandso
unds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

What are speech sounds?

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


• Phoneme – The smallest unit of sound in a word.

c-a-t 

• Grapheme – What we write to represent a sound/ 
phoneme – for some phonemes, this could be more than 
one letter.

ai igh

Some definitions



• Hearing a series of spoken sounds and merging 
(blending) them together to make a spoken word – no 
text is used.

• For example, when a teacher calls out /b/u/s, the 
children say bus.

• The skill is usually taught before blending using printed 
words.

Oral Blending



• Recognising the letter sounds in a 
written word, for example c- u- p, and 
blending them in the order which they 
are written, to read the word ‘cup’.

Blending



• Two letters which make one sound.

• A consonant digraph contains two consonants next to 
each other, but they make a single sound.

e.g. sh, ck, th, ll

• A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel but the two 
letters still make a single sound

e.g. ai ee ar oy

Digraphs













• Sound mat downloadable from the Little Wandle Website 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Some words can not be sounded out or blended and need to be 
recognised as a whole e.g.

said the eyes

These are taught as tricky words.

Children develop their ability to do this over time.

Children develop their own way of remembering these words.

Tricky Words



What does Phonics look like in each 
year group?

In Preschool, Nursery, Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 children are taught phonics 
every day.

In KS2 children are taught to apply their 
understanding of phonics to spell. Some 
children will access phonics as a group to 
support their learning. 



What strategies do the children use 
in Year 1 to help them with their 

phonics?

• ‘Point and sweep’

• ‘Segmenting fingers’

• ‘Chunking’

• Sound buttons 

Demo…



Phonics Screening Check

• In Year 1, in June, the children take 
a phonics screening check. 

• If the children do not pass the 
screening check they resit the 
check in Year 2.



The aim of the check is to ensure 
that all children are able to read 
by the end of their time in 
primary school.



•The check is very similar to tasks the children 
already complete during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 
the sounds together. E.g. d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 
children know and therefore the children will be asked 
to read made up ‘alien’  words.

• There are 40 words in total that increase in 
difficulty 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9






•We don’t want the children to worry at this young 
age about sitting a test.

•We call the screening check Phonics 
Cards

•A letter will be sent home after the 
test informing you on how your child 
got on. 

•If your child does not reach the 
pass mark they will have another 
chance to retake and they will have 
additional support with their reading 
and phonics. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+clip+art&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=LbuC7-4LL7Zv6M:&imgrefurl=http://drake-kindergarten.blogspot.com/2010/11/nov-3rd-newsletter.html&docid=7QOFs7pdYKOzTM&imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_1M3Sg-aAtX0/TNIIzDmvw1I/AAAAAAAAAJQ/e_LsmB1UhrU/s1600/clip_art_for_website%25255B1%25255D.jpg&w=500&h=371&ei=Zel9T_75A4uU8gPlsLTaDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=471&vpy=109&dur=35&hovh=193&hovw=261&tx=87&ty=143&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=152&tbnw=205&start=17&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:17,i:128


•Week beginning 12th June

•The children cannot retake the test at any other 
time so it is very important your child is in school 
during this week.

•The check has been designed so that children of 
all abilities will be able to take part. 



•The children will complete the check one at a 
time in a quiet area of the school. 

•Mrs Sarll will conduct all of the screening 
checks with the children. 

•The children will have practice opportunities 
throughout the school year, so the check will 
not be new to them.

•The screening will only take 5-10 mins with 
each child.



•Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or writing. Focusing 
particularly on spotting more unusual sound patterns.

Eg

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound

cow 

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound

night

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant 
inbetween. Used to be known as the magic e!

spine   - i_e



•Encourage your child to use their sounds when 
writing or reading. 

•Children can practise their phonics by playing 
games online. The children particularly like the 
‘Obb and Bob’ game (on www.phonicsplay.co.uk
under Resources).

•You can also download previous tests off of the 
Government website by searching ‘Year 1 
Screening Check’

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


•REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only thing 
needed to become a fluent reader.

•Please continue to read with your child each night 
and encourage them to:

•Sound out and ‘chunk’ longer words

•Re-read to check it makes sense.

•Use pictures for clues.

•Ask questions about the book.

•And most importantly ENJOY READING!



If you think of any further questions after this 
meeting, please feel free to speak to Miss 

Newberry or Mrs Sarll after school 
or alternatively email admin@campshill.herts.sch.uk

and your email will be forwarded on to us.

mailto:admin@campshill.herts.sch.uk
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