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Autumn Term at St John’s Primary School  

Autumn Term 2 Dates 2024 

16/12 1400-1500 Y3 Y4 Christmas 
performance 
16/12 EYFS Trip to Stockeld Park 

17/12 930-1030 Yr2 Nativity  
18/12 9-12noon C1, C2 & C3 Class 
Christmas Party 
18/12 1400-1500 Y3 Y4 Christmas 
performance 
19/12 930-1030 Yr1 Coffee & Christ-
mas songs morning 

19/12 1-3— C4,C5,C6,C7,C8 & C9 
Class Christmas Parties 
20/12 School closes normal time for 
Christmas break 
 

Christmas Holidays 
 
06/01 Teacher training day 
07/01 School reopens to all pupils 
 

 

16th December 2024 
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This has been a wonderful couple of 

weeks in school since the last news-

letter.  One of the highlights was 

with our Young Leader who planned 

an event for the residents of the 

Manor House to come into school 

and enjoy some food, Christmas 

songs and to play board games.  Our 

Young Leaders were amazing and 

were praised by everyone that they 

interacted with.  It was such a 

pleasure to see the joy on the resi-

dents' faces as our children spent 

time with each of them.  The Young 

Leader initiative is something we 

are very proud of in school as it 

encourages our children to become 

positive members of their local 

community and they are already 

displaying what role models they 

are.  Thank you to all the Young 

Leaders for the happiness they 

brought to Manor House residents. 

It was fantastic to see so many 

parents in school this week for the 

Open Morning for Class 4, 5 and 6.  

Thank you for making the time to 

be in school.  The children and the 

staff thoroughly enjoyed you being 

in the classroom and we look for-

ward to seeing you all again in the 

Spring Term! 

The Christmas season is well and 

truly underway in school.  Our in-

credible PTA did a wonderful job 

organising the Christmas Discos 

last week.  All of the children had a 

fantastic time and the adults that 

attended shared how well run the 

event was.  Our PTA always go 

above and beyond for our school 

and I am so grateful for their time 

and effort.  If you feel you can join 

the team to help organise or run an 

event, I know they would appreci-

ate it.  Please contact the school 

office if you can offer some sup-

port, no matter how little you may 

think it is; it will make a differ-

ence.   

I look forward to seeing you at the 

various performances that are 

taking place over the next two 

weeks!  It may be an incredibly 

busy time of year, but it truly is 

magical watching the children enjoy 

the Christmas spirit! 

  

As always, if you have any ques-

tions, then please speak with your 

child’s class teacher or you can 

contact me via the school office. 

  

Best wishes  

Mr Hope 

A huge thank you to all our lovely Cooks in the kitchen for cooking a love-

ly Christmas Lunch for all our children. Great atmosphere and lots of fun! 

Christingle Service at St John’s 
Parish 

At the start of Advent, a group of 
children attended the annual 
Christingle service in St John's 
church. Much fun was had as Mrs 
Helm was dressed up as a life-sized 
Christingle! All members of the con-
gregation were guided through the 
meaning of the different components 
as they created their own. At the end 
of the service, all of the Christingles 
were lit and the church lights turned 
off. It was a magical moment. Huge 
thanks are due to the many parents 
who accompanied the children; I'm 
sure they will always remember this 
special morning.  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school then please call school on 01423 

863265 and press 1 to log the absence. The school office will then let the teachers know. 
We have parents going direct to teachers at the beginning of the school day. This infor-

mation isn’t being passed on, which causes unnecessary texts/calls which may result in 
unauthorised absences. We appreciate your support in this matter.  

PTA Christmas parties 
Thank you to all our wonderful PTA team 
who come together to make memorable 

events for our children.  
Last Friday was no exception. They organised 
a great afternoon/evening which was en-
joyed by all the children who took part.  

Sporting Successes 
In November we took part in 2 sporting 

events at local primary schools within the 
academy.  Our Y5/6 children competed in a 
cross country event and placed 3rd whilst 

some of our Y3/4 children competed in a tag 
rugby competition and placed joint 1st.  We 
would like to take this opportunity to cele-

brate the success of the children who attend-
ed and also praise them for the way in which 
they represented our school.  They demon-

strated super sportsmanship and teamwork.  
Well done! 

Class Pen-Pal Coffee/Cakes with Santa 
Our class pen-pals from The Manor House came for 
afternoon tea last week. Our Young Leaders made us 
proud serving teas/coffees and homemade cakes to 
our pen-pals. I know the residents of the Manor 
House had such a lovely time meeting the children. 
Father Christmas came to read ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’ and the EYFS were practising their nativi-
ty. What a lovely afternoon! 
Photo’s attached to this newsletter. 

Coat Collections 
A huge THANK YOU has been extended 
from Jess Price who heads up The Village 
in Harrogate, and for whom we have been 
collecting children's coats for redistribu-
tion to the many children and young 
people in Harrogate, Knaresborough and 
surrounding areas who might be in need 
of a coat this winter. The Village has 
been so touched by the generosity of 
families in our school - truly we are being 
the change the we want to see in our town 

Tree Number 33 
Mrs Moore's Art club decorated the 

St John’s entry to the Christmas Tree 
Festival this year. They made all the 

decorations out of old/used CD's 
which they painted or decorated. We 

went with ‘Spinning around the 
Christmas Tree!  

Please vote for us! :) 

A huge thank you to Hannah who very 
kindly donated our lovely Christmas Tree 
and to Rory who spent time one evening 
making the Angel for the top. Christmas 

wouldn’t have been the same in reception 
this year without it. 

Royal British Legion. 
Thank you to all our 
children who bought a 
poppy/snap band etc. 
We raised a whopping 
£540.37. We were the 
school that raised more 
money than any other 
school in the area. Such 
a great charity! 

Happy Christmas and New Year to all our Families. 

Open Morning 
On Tuesday 10th December, Classes 
4, 5 and 6 hosted their opening morn-
ing which was a huge success.  Eve-

ryone enjoyed making Christmas 
cards and tree decorations and it was 
lovely that so many parents, grand-
parents and members of our school 
community were able to join us.  

Thank you so much for your support! 







CLUBBERCISE HARROGATE, KNARESBOROUGH & 
BOROUGHBRIDGE WITH GILLY 

Clubbercise is a dance exercise class taught in a darkened room, with disco lights and glowsticks, it includes an amazing all 
over body workout to your favourite club tracks from the noughties to now. 
Monday’s, 6.30pm, Boroughbridge High 

Tuesday’s 6.45pm, Knaresborough, St John’s Primary 
Wednesday, 6.30pm, Harrogate, St John Fisher School 
Thursday, 6.45pm, Harrogate, St John Fisher School  
Find me on Facebook: @ClubberciseHarrogate 

Email: gillyclubbercise@outlook.com 
Tel No: 07752 968824  

Instagram: clubbercisewithgilly 

mailto:gillyclubbercise@outlook.com












Walk to School Day 

This year we are taking part in several of the Knaresborough Walk to School Day events.  These will take place 
on the following dates throughout the school year: 

• Friday 22nd November 2024 

• Friday 7th February 2025 

• Friday 28th March 2025 

• Friday 23rd May 2025 

• Friday 27th June 2025 

Your child will be bringing home a letter with regards photo and video consent for these events.  Please could 
you return the reply slip by the date indicated and then we can ensure that only those children who have consent 

are included in any images shared with Zero Carbon Harrogate and 3rd parties?  We are working hard to ar-
range a special visitor for some of the events...last year Harry Gator from Harrogate Town made an appearance 
so who knows...maybe he will return? 












