
 

19th March 2026                     

WISDOM 

1270 

TRUST 

1225 

HOPE 

1225 

PEACE 

1674 

“It’s lovely to be coming to school with the 
sun shining — though now that I’ve said it, 
I’m sure the rain will start and won’t stop 
until June!” 
 
As we edge towards the end of the Spring 
term, it is wonderful to have parents 
evening to look forward to, as well as the 
Easter Assembly on Friday 27th March.  
Parents and grandparents are very wel-
come to join us!  We start at 9am and will 
be announcing the class winners of this 
year’s Easter Egg design!  Good luck to 
everyone that is currently designing and 
creating their entry! 
 
We also have Grandparents Morning on 
Friday 20th March!  Please check the 
timings of when to arrive to spend time in 
class.  We are really looking forward to 
welcoming grandparents into school that 
day.  “We truly value the important role 
grandparents play in the lives of our chil-
dren, and we are committed to encourag-
ing and celebrating their involvement in 
school life.” 
 
You will be aware of the communication 
from school regarding the MCAS app, 
which is how we will be communicating 
to parents.  If you have any questions, 
then please get in touch with the school 
office or refer to the letters 
that on the school website.  
 
Best wishes and I really 
hope to see you all soon. 
 

Grandparent Morning—Friday, 20th March 
 We will be holding our Grandparent Morning on 

Friday, 20th March. The children would like to invite 
their Grandparents into school for a morning of 

Easter Craft Making and Spring Activities which will 
be organised into two slots; 

Classes 1,2,3& 4—9.15-10.15am 
Classes 5,6,7,8,9&10—10.30-11.30am 

We look forward to seeing as many Grandparents as 
possible. 

Refreshments will be served in the hall at 10.15am 

REPORTING ABSENCES via MCAS 
You can now report your child as absent via the 

MCAS app. This can be completed in advance for 
appointments too, not just for illness! 

• Log into the app & look for the ‘attendance’ 
widget 

• Click on the ‘Report an Absence’ button 

• Fill out the form with as much information 
as possible, including the appointment 
letter / picture of the letter 

• Click send 
This will hopefully make it easier to report your 

childs absence for whatever the reason! 

Spring Term Dates 2026  

20-03 Grandparents morning 
915-1015am EYFS & KS1  
Refreshments in the hall 

1030-1130am KS2 
20-03 Mini reports due to be issued to parents 
23rd 25th & 26th March Parents / teacher 

meetings. Bookings close 4pm 20-03-26 
24-03 0900-1200pm Yr5 Yr6 Walk to 
Knaresborough Castle. Walkers needed. 

27-03 0900-1000am Easter Assembly, all wel-
come 

27-03 School closes normal time for Easter 
holidays 
 

 
 
13-04 School reopens normal time to all 

0840am KS2 
0850am EYFS & KS1 
15-04 Dental nurse visit. Registered children 

only. 
16-04 1330-1430pm Martin Powell Internet 
Safety Workshop for parents 

27-04 School photographer for Class Photos 
04-05 Bank Holiday - school closed 
06-05 NCMP EYFS & Yr6 Weight & Height.  

08-05 Walk to School day #5 
11 to 14-05 Yr6 SATs Week 
22-05 School closes normal time for half term 

Great Knaresborough Bunny Hunt 
The Great Knaresborough Bunny Hunt 

2026 runs from March 28th to April 
12th, 2026, featuring 16+ hidden, 

hand-painted ceramic bunnies in local 
shops, cafes, and studios. Presented by 

Painting Pots, this community event requires a £3 
map to find the bunnies, ending with a treat and 

sticker.  

Anyone for cricket? 
Ripley Cricket Club are recruiting new players for the 2025 season and beyond!  

Ripley is a vibrant, inclusive cricket club and we are in our 13th year delivering junior cricket programme. We operate 4 adult teams 
and have junior teams in every age group in the Nidderdale Junior League.  

We are now recruiting new players at under 9 (school years 3 and 4) and under 11 (school years 5 and 6). 
Training starts on Friday 24th April and continues every Friday from 6.15-7.30pm until the end of the summer term. Matches will take 

place weekly.  
Training is led by ECB qualified coaches, and all coaches and volunteer helpers are DBS checked and have attended ECB Safe-

guarding training.  
Everyone is very welcome and no previous experience or equipment is necessary. Every new player that joins as a member will 

receive a club branded match shirt. 
To register interest, please call / text  / WhatsApp Mark Hardcastle (Head of Junior Cricket) on 07476992792 or 

email sbmhardcastle@hotmail.com. 
  

MCAS 
We have now launched the MCAS Application. This will enable you 
to check your child’s attendance, reports and all communication. At 
the end of March, ParentPay will no longer be available. ALL pay-
ments for lunches, kids club, & trips will have to be made via the 

MCAS App. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT AT LEAST ONE 
PARENT/CARER HAS ACCESS TO THIS APP. If you require a new 

activation email, please contact the school office or email ad-
min@ksjprimaryschool.org 

 

Important—Free School Meals Information 
From September 2026 the income cap on free school meals has 

been lifted for families claiming Universal Credit. This could 
open up Free school meals to many more families that could 
really benefit from the provision. Attached is an updated 
information poster for parents that who can apply 

and how.  

Raring2go! 

Click here for the Spring Edition 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogat

eandyork/spring2026/ 

Mental Health Support for Young People 

Mind in Harrogate District - our Children and Young People 
services are designed to provide timely and compassionate 
support to help young people navigate these challenges and 

build resilience. Click here for lots more information & help: 
https://mindinharrogate.org.uk/support-for-young-people/ 

Knaresborough St John’s Newsletter 
Headteacher : Mr A Hope 
Email : admin@ksjprimaryschool.org 
Website : www.ksjprimaryschool.org 
Contact: 01423  863265 

Easter Egg Competition  
This year our easter egg theme is: 

‘Celebrating 100 years of  
David Attenborough’s Planet 

Earth’.  
We can’t wait to see all this years entries and there 
will be a winner from each class and a prize handed 

out in our end of term celebration assembly on 
Friday, 27th March.  Please bring all entries into 
school from Monday, 23rd March. Judging will 

take place on Wednesday, 25th March. 

Get Cracking!  

Easter Holiday Club,  
Get Set Go! is organised by Christians Together in Knaresborough and will take 
place on Wed 1st and Thurs 2nd April at Gracious Street Methodist Church. It is 

open to all primary-aged children and will be two mornings of fast-paced games, 
crafts, stories, songs and fun. Places are free but must be booked by 25th March. 

For more information and to book email ctikeasterclub26@gmail.com or follow the 
link Easter Club booking  

Knaresborough Youth Council and Knaresborough Town 
Council are raising awareness for environmental issues in 

Knaresborough and are organising a litter pick as part of the 
Great British Spring Clean. Please see poster attached to this 

newsletter 

mailto:ctikeasterclub26@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBlNAzaU0T31K7cNy6ArqeVOBHKyvgQJNQ_Ry6CtG4XCR15Q/viewform?usp=header





















