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HEADTEACHER NEWS  
 
2026-2027 CALENDAR DATES: Calendar dates for the academic year 2026–2027 are available on the school website under the ’Key 
Information’ drop-down menu. These dates include staff training days. Click here. 

ONLINE SAFETY WEEK: It has been Online Safety Week in school, with this year’s theme being: "Smart tech, safe choices – Explor-
ing the safe and responsible use of AI". Here is a wonderful video from the London Grid for Learning that I would highly recommend 
you watch to help keep your child and family safe online. Click here. 

We have an updated Online Safety Policy, which can be accessed on the policy page of the school website. Click here. We also have 
a helpful Online Safety page on our school website, with lots of information and links to supportive resources. Click here. 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK: Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week at ASJ. This year’s theme was ‘This Is My 
Place’, where, as a school, we explored feeling accepted; feeling like your voice matters; feeling included; and feeling that you belong, 
even when you are different. If you would like to explore children’s mental health further, the charity ‘Place2Be’ is a good starting 
point. Click here. 

MINDMATE AMBASSADOR FUNDRAISING: The MindMate Ambassadors and I would like to thank all our families and staff who 
have contributed to our Children’s Mental Health Week fundraising campaign. To date, you have raised an amazing £XXX, and we 
are truly touched by the generosity of our school community. With the money raised, the MindMate Ambassadors will be setting up 
Mental Health First Aid kits in each classroom. These will contain activities and resources to support children when they are feeling 
distracted, worried, stressed, angry or upset. Items will include fidget toys, stress balls and mindfulness colouring activities. 

Our ParentPay account remains open if you have not yet contributed and would still like to do so. Thank you for your continued 
support.  Mrs Moleele and the MindMate Ambassadors 

RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION: Last Friday, we held our annual Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) workshop for parents and 
carers. Miss White led the session, guiding us through the RSE curriculum and sharing the resources used to deliver the lessons. If you 
were unable to attend, the presentation can be accessed from the PSHE page on our school website. Click here. 

SOME GOODBYES: This academic year, we will be saying goodbye to several members of staff as they move on to new opportuni-
ties. In our school office, Susan Ramsden and Debra Dean will be leaving us in May. Susan has worked at ASJ for 12 years and 
Debra for 10 years. They have been such an important part of our school, ensuring everything runs smoothly and safely, and they 
will be very much missed. 

Mr Tosta will also be leaving us. Although he has been with us for a shorter time, he has made a wonderful impact on our school 
community. We wish them all the very best for their new adventures. 

Over the next few weeks, these posts will be advertised on the vacancies page of the school website, as well as on the Leeds City 
Council and GOV.UK websites. 

FOREST SCHOOLS: As part of their Forest School journey, Year 4 have been the first class to try out our newly installed orienteer-
ing course within our beautiful school grounds. On Wednesday, the children put their mathematical and map-reading skills to the 
test. They were absolutely buzzing with excitement, covered a great deal of ground and thoroughly enjoyed a well-earned hot choco-
late in Acorn House afterwards. Here’s to much more orienteering ahead.  Miss Griffin, Forest Schools lead. 
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HEADTEACHER NEWS  Our annual TTRS day has been a great success and 
very exciting; the children look amazing in their rockstar outfits.  There has been a 
wonderful buzz around school.  In KS2, the children have taken part in times tables 
battles leading to an exciting grand final in the school hall.  Well done to Oliver in 
Year 5 for being the champion of champions with 72 questions answered in a mi-
nute.   

ACTION REQUIRED - NEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE AND APP MESSAGING SER-
VICE:  

Over the weekend we will be moving to a new 
platform for our website.  This upgrade also 
includes our school app messaging service.  If 
everything goes to plan, the current Jotter 2 
messaging app will no longer be in service af-

ter the upgrade.  To receive school messages and alerts you will need to upgrade 
to Jotter 3 on your devices.  Once downloaded select ‘Guest Login’ and then search 
and select Adel St John the Baptist Primary School.  It is a very simple process.  Either scan the QR Code on the poster or search for 
‘School Jotter 3’ on the App Store or Google Play, depending on whether you have an Android or Apple phone.  Please note, once 
the new website is live we will no longer be able to message through the current Jotter 2 app.   

If you are experiencing any issues with downloading or accessing message through Jotter 3 please do contact the office who can 
guide you through the process.  

PARENTS’ EVENINGS: Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th October from 3:30pm to 6:00pm we have our autumn term parents’ 
evenings taking place.  If you are yet to book an appointment, please follow this link to School Cloud to book:                      
https://adelstjohnthebaptistcofe.schoolcloud.co.uk/ .  If you would like further information on how to book please visit the parent 
letters page on our school website: https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/parent-letters/parent-letters-1  

INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS: Wednesday, 7 October, is your child’s individual school photo day. Please ensure that all children come 
to school wearing their burgundy school uniform. Younger siblings who are not yet at school are welcome to have their photograph 
taken with their brother or sister before school starts. If you would like to take advantage of this, please queue outside the main en-
trance from 8.00am on Wednesday. Please note that we will not be able to accommodate late arrivals after 8.40am. Due to limited 
space, we kindly ask that only one parent/carer per sibling group comes into school. Pushchairs will also need to be left in the front 
entrance. If you have any questions, please contact the school office.  

RECEPTION CLASS - WELCOME TO THE ASJ FAMILY - SPECIAL COLLECTIVE WORSHIP AT ADEL CHURCH: On 
Tuesday 20th October at 9:30am, parents and carers with a child in Reception class are invited to a special collective worship at 
Adel Church that our Year 6 children have written and will lead upon.  We ask that your child is dropped off at school as normal 
and that parents and carers then make their way to Adel Church where Rev Alison will welcome you.  Your child will walk from 
school to church with their Year 6 buddies and arrive at church ready for a 9:30am start.   

HARVEST FESTIVAL: Our school Harvest Festival is on Thursday 15th October.  The Worship Committee and Rev’d Alison will 
be leading our thanksgiving.  Due to lack of space, we are unfortunately unable to invite parents. As last year, we are teaming up 
with Adel Church in collecting long shelf life foods in tins, packets and jars, for the Leeds North food Bank.  Tinned meats, fish and 
meals would be very much appreciated more so than bags of pasta and rice. Please could any donations be dropped off on the tables 
in the main entrance from Monday 12th October.  

YEAR 5 COLLECTIVE WORSHIP: Year 5 led a whole school collective worship on our current Christian Value of Love on 
Wednesday with parents and carers invited to join us.  The children began by asking is it possible to measure love, perhaps by the 
number of hugs or a love-o-meter?  After deciding that love cannot be measured the children then went on to explore how we can 
show love through our actions and words.     
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Our target for whole school attendance is 97% 

Attendance from September to date is 98.29% 

Attendance last week was: 98.17% 

 
Attendance since        
September 2026  

Attendance last week  
(21-25th September) 

Reception 97.49% 94.58% 

Year 1 99.91% 100% 

Year 2 97.78% 97.67% 

Year 3 98.21% 97.60% 

Year 4 97.92% 100% 

Year 5 98.54% 100% 

Year 6 97.96% 96.67% 

House Points 

House Team Names 
This week’s 

total 

Total for the 

term 

Bolton Abbey 504 2,363 

Fountains Abbey 460 2,186 

Rievaulx Abbey 579 2,438 

Kirkstall Abbey  623 2,028 
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Congratulations to these children for receiving the 

Well Done, Gold, and Handwriting awards 
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Autumn 1 2026 

(new dates added are in red) 

October 

3rd Reception disco organised by the Governors: 
4.30 - 6.30pm  - Reception Class ONLY  

6th Open Morning for 2027-2028 applicants  
9.15am  

7th  Individual Pupil Photograph Day (and siblings)  

9th Training Day - School closed to all pupils 

12th School Choir Rehearsals —Winter Voices at 
12.45pm 

13th / 
14th 

Parents’ Evening: 3:30pm to 6:00pm  

13th / 
14th 

Whole school — Visions and Values through 
Art Workshops.  Artist Emma-Jo Bairstow   

14th Reception Class Trip — local walk around Adel  

15th Harvest Festival  Assembly - food donations 
requested 

19th School Council Charity Event - Samaritan’s 
Purse—Christmas Shoe Box Appeal  

20th Special collective worship for Reception at Adel 
Church - 9.30am—Reception Class ONLY  

20th Open Afternoon for 2027-2028 applicants  
2.15pm 

22nd Planatarium Experience for Year 3 and Year 5 
pupils - in school  

23rd  PTA non-uniform day.  Suggested donation of 
£2 on Parent Pay. 

Last day of term.   

School closes at 3.15pm.  OOSC closes at 5pm.  

November  

2nd  Teacher Training Day - School closed to pupils 

3rd School opens for autumn 2.  Breakfast club 
open at 7.30am.  School opens at 8.40am. 

4th  Open Morning for 2027-2028 applicants 9.15am  
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