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HEADTEACHER NEWS  
 
2026-2027 CALENDAR DATES: Calendar dates for the academic year 2026–2027 are available on the school website under the ’Key 
Information’ drop-down menu. These dates include staff training days. Click here. 

ONLINE SAFETY WEEK: It has been Online Safety Week in school, with this year’s theme being: "Smart tech, safe choices – Explor-
ing the safe and responsible use of AI". Here is a wonderful video from the London Grid for Learning that I would highly recommend 
you watch to help keep your child and family safe online. Click here. 

We have an updated Online Safety Policy, which can be accessed on the policy page of the school website. Click here. We also have 
a helpful Online Safety page on our school website, with lots of information and links to supportive resources. Click here. 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK: Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week at ASJ. This year’s theme was ‘This Is My 
Place’, where, as a school, we explored feeling accepted; feeling like your voice matters; feeling included; and feeling that you belong, 
even when you are different. If you would like to explore children’s mental health further, the charity ‘Place2Be’ is a good starting 
point. Click here. 

MINDMATE AMBASSADOR FUNDRAISING: The MindMate Ambassadors and I would like to thank all our families and staff who 
have contributed to our Children’s Mental Health Week fundraising campaign. To date, you have raised an amazing £XXX, and we 
are truly touched by the generosity of our school community. With the money raised, the MindMate Ambassadors will be setting up 
Mental Health First Aid kits in each classroom. These will contain activities and resources to support children when they are feeling 
distracted, worried, stressed, angry or upset. Items will include fidget toys, stress balls and mindfulness colouring activit ies. 

Our ParentPay account remains open if you have not yet contributed and would still like to do so. Thank you for your continued 
support.  Mrs Moleele and the MindMate Ambassadors 

RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION: Last Friday, we held our annual Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) workshop for parents and 
carers. Miss White led the session, guiding us through the RSE curriculum and sharing the resources used to deliver the lesso ns. If you 
were unable to attend, the presentation can be accessed from the PSHE page on our school website. Click here. 

SOME GOODBYES: This academic year, we will be saying goodbye to several members of staff as they move on to new opportuni-
ties. In our school office, Susan Ramsden and Debra Dean will be leaving us in May. Susan has worked at ASJ for 12 years and 
Debra for 10 years. They have been such an important part of our school, ensuring everything runs smoothly and safely, and th ey 
will be very much missed. 

Mr Tosta will also be leaving us. Although he has been with us for a shorter time, he has made a wonderful impact on our school 
community. We wish them all the very best for their new adventures. 

Over the next few weeks, these posts will be advertised on the vacancies page of the school website, as well as on the Leeds City 
Council and GOV.UK websites. 

FOREST SCHOOLS: As part of their Forest School journey, Year 4 have been the first class to try out our newly installed orienteer-
ing course within our beautiful school grounds. On Wednesday, the children put their mathematical and map -reading skills to the 
test. They were absolutely buzzing with excitement, covered a great deal of ground and thoroughly enjoyed a well -earned hot choco-
late in Acorn House afterwards. Here’s to much more orienteering ahead.  Miss Griffin, Forest Schools lead. 
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HEADTEACHER NEWS It has been a joyful end to what has been a great year here at ASJ. Fun and laughter have been in 

abundance; our children have continued to make us smile with their enthusiasm and brilliant ideas.  

YEAR 6 LEAVERS’ ASSEMBLY: We are saying goodbye to our BRILLIANT Year 6 children, the end of an era for some families! 

The leavers’ assembly brought a tear and a smile at the same time. The children talked about their memories of ASJ and per-
formed a poem.  As a school we sang and presented each child with a bible. We wish all the children our best as they move 
onto pastures new.  

YEAR 5 AND 6 PRODUCTION—‘GIGGLEBOX’ - On Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday evening, we welcomed parents and 

carers to children in Year 5 & 6 to a very special end of year production, which was a smashing success.  The children’s acting 
and singing were outstanding and they brought so much joy and laughter to the audience.  Thank you goes to Mr Routledge, 
Mrs Milne and Mr Tosta for putting on a fantastic show. 

HOUSE CAPTAIN AND SCHOOL COUNCILLORS  - Yesterday, ASJ went to the Polls.  All the children voted for our Year 6 

House and Vice-Captains and for our Y2 to Y6 School Counsellors.  Well done to all the children who wrote and delivered their 
manifestos - they were delivered with confidence and passion.  Here are the results: 

SUMMER FAIR:  The provisional profit from the summer fair is £2500! 

The PTA would like to thank all those who donated bottles, books and 
cakes, who attended on the day and, perhaps most of all, those who 
gave up their time to assist with the running of the event. 

Year 6 and their families would like to say a huge thank you to the PTA 
for their generous contribution to the year 6 leavers party and to the 
staff that came along to toast their future. Special thanks to Mr 
Routledge for being such a good sport! 

Finally, thank you for the cards, lovely messages and gifts received.  
They are very much appreciated.  I wish all our families an enjoyable, 
safe and restful summer break.  We look forward to welcome you back 
for the autumn term on Wednesday 2nd September 2026. 
Message from the PTA and school uniform reminders on page 2. 
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Dear God, 

Thank you for our wonderful school and 

all the excellent learning we do here. 

Thank you for all the staff and the help they give 

us. 

Forgive us for the times when we don’t do things 

right, as we forgive others too. 

Help us to keep our school rules and to respect 

everyone and everything in the world around us. 

Help us to treat others the way we want to be 

treated ourselves. 

Lord, please accept our prayer. 

Amen 
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PTA - WE NEED HELP WITH THE BONFIRE EVENING!  

Your PTA Needs You!  

Now that another successful Summer Fair is behind us, we're looking ahead to our Bonfire & Fireworks Night — one of the school's 
most popular events and our biggest fundraiser of the year. This fantastic community event regularly raises over £7,000, help ing the 
PTA fund coaches for school trips and contribute towards projects such as the Reception outdoor play area, Forest Schools, Orient-
eering course and iPads.  

This year's event is planned for Saturday 7th November, and we're excited to make it another great success. However, as the Year 
6 children leave, so do a number of our key PTA members, so we need more help Whether you can help with planning beforehand o r 
spare a few hours over the event weekend, we need your support to make it happen. 

Please take a moment to:  

  Sign up via the volunteer form below 

  Join the Bonfire WhatsApp group to help us organise and share ideas 

To ensure we can go ahead this year we really need your commitment, so please let us know by 22 July 2026 so we can start the 
preparations.  With your support, we can keep this much-loved event running and continue raising vital funds for our school. Thank 
you from the PTA team!  ✨ 

Links: 

Sign up sheet: https://volunteersignup.org/B7M9W 

WhatsApp group: https://chat.whatsapp.com/HAbF3z3IUPSFm7KrcuXNPR?s=cl&p=a&ilr=4 

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDERS - READY FOR SEPTEMBER:  

School Uniform: Mid-grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore 
School jumper or cardigan with or without school logo 
Classic White or Burgundy Polo Shirt [short sleeved] with or without school logo or a white cotton shirt 
Optional school tie  
Black or dark coloured outdoor shoes 
Indoor black pumps to change into 
Summer alternatives – red and white summer dress 
 
PE days, children need to come to school in their PE kit:  
Plain black PE shorts, NO SHORTER THAN MID-THIGH 
White PE T-shirt (plain or with school logo) 
Black hoodie or zip-top (plain or with school logo) 
Black jogging or tracksuit bottoms 
PE trainers – PLEASE NOTE, THESE SHOULD NOT BE FASHION TRAINERS 
 
Additional information 
Pumps - children should have a pair of indoor pumps to help keep our school clean (trainers or crocs are not permitted unless medi-
cally required, in which case a letter is needed) 
Hair – All children with hair of shoulder length or longer must have it tied back for school. 
Jewellery – Jewellery is limited to small stud earrings (no hoops), and no necklaces or bracelets unless cultural, accompanied by a 
parental note. Watches are allowed and encouraged (no smart watches with internet connectivity, ability to take photos or make 
recordings.)  
Make up – Children are not allowed to wear make up to school. 
Nails – Nails should be of a suitable length for school and not decorated.  
Items named -  it is inevitable that items of school clothing will go missing; please ensure that your child’s clothing is clearly 
labelled, so that lost property can be reunited with the rightful owner. 
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Our target for whole school attendance is 97% 

Attendance from September to date is 96.94%:  

Attendance last week was 98.47%:  

 
Attendance since        
September  

Attendance last week 
(6 —  10 July)% 

Reception 96.44% 98.67% 

Year 1 96.34% 98% 

Year 2 96.62% 96.07% 

Year 3 97.67% 99.64% 

Year 4 97.33% 98.97% 

Year 5 97.71% 99.67% 

Year 6 96.52% 98.21% 

House Points 

House Team Names 
This term’s 

total 

Total for the 

year 

Bolton Abbey 6,543 32,775 

Fountains Abbey 6,258 32,598 

Rievaulx Abbey 6,454 28,858 

Kirkstall Abbey  6,606 31,357 
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Congratulations to these children for receiving the 

Well Done, Gold, and Handwriting awards 
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Autumn 1 2026 

September  

1st Training Day - School closed pupils 

2nd Breakfast club opens at 7.30am.  School opens at 8.40am.  

2nd Year 6 parent/carer welcome meeting at 3.15pm 

3rd Year 2 parent/carer welcome meeting at 3.15pm 

7th Year 3 parent/carer welcome meeting at 3.15pm 

8th Year 1 & 5 parent/carer welcome meeting at 3.15pm 

10th Year 4 parent/carer welcome meeting at 3.15pm 

25th Reception Training Day  

October 

3rd Reception disco organised by the PTA: 4.30 - 6.30pm  

9th Training Day - School closed pupils 

13th Harvest Fesitval - food donations requested 

20th Special collective worship for Reception at Adel Church - 9.30am 

23rd  Last Day of term.  School closes at 3.15pm.  OOSC closes at 5pm.  

https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/reception-class-1
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-1-class
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-2-class
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-3-class
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-4-class
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-5-class
https://www.adel-st-john.leeds.sch.uk/classes/year-6-class-page

