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Meridian Newsletter 

 

Term 4 

Monday 23rd February to 

Friday 27th March 

Term 5 

Monday 13th April to Friday 

22nd May 

 

Friday 

27th 

March 

2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you are all well and looking forward to the Easter break. 
 
Welcome! 
We have a new member of staff who will be joining the Meridian team after the Easter break.  Ms. 
Manjinder Kaur will be covering Mrs. Yates-Malone’s maternity leave for two days a week and 
teaching 4SPS on Mondays and Tuesdays when Mrs. Smiles goes on maternity leave at the 
beginning of May. 
 
Congratulations! 
Mrs. Newth, our Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion, has got a new job at a school closer to home.  
She will be starting as Inclusion Leader at Wallands Primary School in Lewes in September.  
Congratulations to Mrs. Newth – Wallands Primary are lucky to have you joining them!  Mrs. 
Newth’s job has been advertised and I will update you when I have more to share with you. 
 
Forest School donations 
Thank you to everyone who has donated £10 per child to help look after our Forest School area 
and to buy the things the children use there.  Our Forest School offer is unique and special.  We 
have a well-designed space and a Meridian curriculum that runs all year. Most other schools can 
only offer Forest School for a few weeks, but our children get to enjoy it almost every week.  If you 
have not yet donated, please think about helping the school.  Mr. Legate has made videos to show 
you why Meridian Forest School is such a special place.  You can find the QR codes for the videos 
later in this letter.  Thank you for supporting our Forest School! 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone back in school for the summer term on Monday 13th April. 
 
Take care and best wishes 

 
Miss. Claire Westcott  
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.meridianschool.co.uk 
    

 Meridian Community Primary     
School and Nursery 
 
  @MeridianCPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 

http://www.meridianschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES 
2025/2026 

 
Term 5 

Monday 13th April – Friday 22nd May 
 

Term 6 
Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

INSET DAY – Wednesday 22nd July 
 

Please note all INSET days have been set for 
2025/2026 

 
2026/2027 

 
Term 1 

Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 23rd October 
INSET day – Wednesday 2nd September 

Thursday 3rd September children back to school 
 

Please note not all INSET days have been set for 
2026/2027 

 

 

KEY DATES 
TERM 5 

17.04 Children’s Parade workshop 3.15pm – 
6.15pm 
18.04 Children’s Parade workshop 9.15am – 
1.15pm 
02.05 Children’s Parade 
11.05 – 14.05 Year 6 SATs week 
21.05 Outdoor classroom day 
22.05 End of term 5 

TERM 6 
08.06  Y1 Phonics screening week starts 
08.06  Y4 Multiplication Tables check starts 
11.06  New Reception Parents meeting 9.30am 
22.06  Y6 Residential week starts 
26.06  OPAL afternoon for Y3, Y4 and Y5 
01.07  New Reception children Meet the 
teacher/stay and play sessions 
03.07  Nursery Sports Day (time TBC) 
07.07  Reception music performance to parents 
9.15am 
08.07  Y1 music performance to parents 9.15am 
09.07  Y2 music performance to parents 9.15am 
10.07  OPAL afternoon for Reception and 
Nursery 
13.07  Y3 music performance to parents 9.15am 
14.07  Y4 music performance to parents 9.15am 
15.07  Y5 music performance to parents 9.15am 
16.07  Y6 music performance to parents 9.15am 
17.07  Nursery Graduation 
17.07  R/KS1/KS2 Sports Day (time TBC) 
20.07  Sports Day reserve 
21.07  End of term 6 – children go home at 
1.15pm 

 
 
 
 
 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
Safeguarding at Meridian 

 
If you have a safeguarding concern about a child that 
attends Meridian, please do contact one of the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs. Lucy Newth 

 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads 

 Ms. Claire Westcott, Mrs. Helen Mapp,  
Mr. Jon Barcock, Miss. Ciara Smiles, Miss. Nadia 
Pentland, Miss. Laura Miles 

 

During the school holidays, please contact: 
Single Point of Advice (SPOA) on 01323 464222 
 
If you have an immediate or emergency concern 
about a child’s safety, please call 999.   
 
The NSPCC has advice about this on their website 
here. 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do if your child is off sick 

If your child is too unwell to come to school, you 

must call us every day they are absent. This is part 

of our safeguarding and attendance procedures. 

You can leave a message on the absence line or 

speak to someone in the School Office. 

Please note: we do not accept emails about 

absences unless this has been agreed with the 

school. 

Thank you for your support. 

Governors 
 
We have got some vacancies for Governors 
on our Governing Body, including a parent 
governor. 
 
If you know someone who would be 
interested in joining our friendly and 
supportive Governor team, please do 
contact the Clerk to Governors via our 
office email 
office@meridian.e-sussex.sch.uk  

MERIDIAN NOTICEBOARD 

Lateness 

We have noticed that more children are arriving 
after the gates close at 8:55am. 

To make sure all late arrivals are safely recorded, we 
are introducing a Late Book at the school office. If 
your child arrives after the gates close, you will need 
to sign them in and write the reason they are late. 

If you child arrives at school after 8.55am every day 
for a week, they will miss 1 hour and 20 minutes of 
learning . . .  If this happens every day for a 6 week 
term, they will miss 8 hours of learning 

 

PTFA meeting 
 
Our next PTFA meeting is on Friday 24th 
April after school in the Annexe/Music 
room. 
 
New members are always welcome to 
come along to find out how you can 
support with fundraising for the children 
at Meridian. 
 
We are a friendly group who are keen to 
work together to raise much needed 
funds to support the children.  Our next 
big event is the Summer Sizzler in July! 

Forest School and PE 

 

We are in the process of updating the 

Forest School and PE timetable on the 

website.  This information will be ready 

for the beginning of term 5. 

 

We are aware that the Forest School 

link on the app does not currently take 

you to the website page.  We are looking 

at this at the moment. 

 

In the meantime, please do go to our 

website page – parents tab and then 

click on Forest School 

Nursery Spaces 
 
We have got spaces in our lovely Nursery 
for September. 
 
If you would like to find out more about 
the Nursery education and childcare we 
can offer, please do contact the school 
office. 
 
If you would like to visit, we have got dates 
for you to come along that the Office team 
can share with you. 

mailto:office@meridian.e-sussex.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 

OCEAN ROOMS VISIT PEACEHAVEN LIBRARY! 
 
The children in our Ocean Rooms enjoyed walking to the library and hearing a story from 
the librarian.  Thank you to all the staff and parents for supporting the children with this 
learning opportunity! 

  

Nursery 

 
Our Nursery children have been learning about plants and animals. They loved 

watching the chicks hatch from eggs in the incubator. The children were very 
excited to touch and hold the chicks!   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Thank you, Nadia for organising this very special experience for the children! 

 
Happy Easter to everyone! 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E.at Meridian! 
This term, the children have been learning dance. They have copied dance routines or created their 
own, either on their own or in small groups. They used shapes, jumps, spins and dance props while 
dancing to lots of different music.  They look like they have enjoyed themselves! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, congratulations to Bella in Year 5 who came 63rd out of 180 Year 5 girls in the Sussex Cross 
Country event – what an amazing achievement! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Music at Meridian! 

Year 6 have been working hard learning to play the keyboard, using our brand-new 
keyboards and headphones. Year 2 have been learning the recorder and gave a fantastic 
performance this week. 

Year 4 enjoyed a musical carousel in their lesson this week, where they tried the song 
Lean on Me on lots of different instruments.  Year 4 also composed recycling songs, 
which they wrote lyrics for and recorded.  Fingers crossed the QR codes below work so 
you can hear their performance! 
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Forest School! 

This week in Forest School, the children have been making toast over the fire — and they 
have really enjoyed it. Years 1 and 2 also celebrated the end of their Woodlands topic by 
making tomato soup. 

The seeds the children planted in the allotment are starting to grow. As part of their learning, 
Year 1 and Year 2 have also made biodegradable pots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour of Forest School 
 

Mr. Legate and I know that some parents and carers may not have had the chance to see 
our wonderful Forest School area.  Our school is special because we have our own Forest 
School space, which we have built and improved over many years.   We are asking for 
donations to help us look after this amazing area and to pay for things we use often, like 
items for cooking, building, planting, and much more. 

Please scan the QR codes below to take a tour of Meridian’s Forest School! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loose Parts 
Keep those donations coming in for our OPAL playtimes!  All donations will be safety checked by 
the staff to ensure suitability for the children to use.  Here are suggestions of what we will be 
asking for: 
Cuddly Toys 
Fabrics - all shapes and sizes 
Metal pots, pans, trays etc.  
Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags 
Old household appliances, hoovers,  
microwaves etc 
Phones 
Small Children's Bike Wheels 
Suitcases - all sizes 
Tubes of all kinds 
Guttering 
Brief cases 
Buggies, push chairs 
Dressing up clothes 
Small world toys 
 
So if you are having a clear out, please think of us!  The donation areas are by the entrances to the 
school gates – please put your items in there ready for our safety inspection. 

 
Our wonderful OPAL playtimes! 

 
The children have been enjoying their play times on the field – without their wellies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAY AT MERIDIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Good attendance at school is so important  
so that children do not miss out on their  
learning.  Did you know that when teachers  
plan their lessons, each lesson builds on the  
previous one?  So if a child misses 1 or 2  
lessons a week, they will find the work much 
harder as they will be developing 
gaps in their knowledge. 
 
If you are worried about your child’s  
attendance or would like some support  
with this, please do make an appointment 
with Mrs. Newth to discuss this 
 

Whole School Attendance   
93.6% (our target is 96%) –  
hopefully this attendance will go up in 
the summer terms. 
 
Best Attendance this term 

Week 1:  4SPS% and 2T:  98% 😊 

Week 2:  3OS:  99% 😊 

Week 3:  3R: 100%😊 

Week 4:  3OS: 98.9% 😊 

Week 5:  2T: 99.3% 😊 
 
 
 
 

The class with the best attendance this term is 3OS with 98% - congratulations! 

 
Please do not forget:  If your child is off ill, you must call the absence line or speak 
to a member of the office team – please do not email the school.   
 
The absence line is available 24/7.  It is important that you contact the school 
every day that your child is off sick  
 

 

ATTENDANCE AT MERIDIAN 



 

 


