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ﬂ Meridian Community Primary
School and Nursery

HEADTEACHER UPDATE

Dear Parents and Carers

A very very belated Happy New Year to everyone! | hope you are all well and | am sorry this is my first
newsletter of the year — | cannot believe how busy school has been these last few weeks!

Squid Game

We have become aware that some children in school have been watching Squid Game at home or viewing
short clips of Squid Game on YouTube. This programme is rated as 15+ due to the violence and horror
themes. | have attached at the end of this newsletter, information to support parents and carers to manage
if their child has accessed unsuitable content online about Squid Game.

Walking to and from school independently

We are noticing an increase in the number of unsafe incidents being reported whilst Year 5 and Year 6
children are walking independently to and from school. This includes pushing each other in the road,
fighting/hurting each other and inappropriate language in front of other parents and younger children. If
you child is walking to and from school without you, please can you speak to them about safe and
appropriate behaviour — | am worried that there may be a serious accident soon in light of what has been
reported to me.

Children in Nursery to Year 4

It is an expectation that parents/carers or trusted adults drop off/pick up younger children at school. Year 5
and Year 6 children should not be bringing younger children into school or collecting them. This is not safe
as the older children cannot be responsible for younger children’s behaviour.

School Jotter App

It appears that lots of the initial glitches with the school jotter app have been resolved. However, |
understand that for some android phones, there are still some issues.

These have been reported to the developer

and | will keep you updated about this.
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http://www.meridianschool.co.uk/

TERM DATES
2024/2025

Term 3
Monday 6" January — Friday 14" February
INSET day: Wednesday 12" February —
school closed for staff training

Term4
Monday 24" February — Friday 4" April
INSET day: Monday 24" February —
school closed for staff training

Term 5
Tuesday 22" April — Friday 23" May

Term 6
Monday 2" June — Tuesday 22" July

We have got one more INSET day left to
plan for — this information will be shared
soon

06.01

09.01
03.02
04.02
06.02
12.02
14.02

24.02

25.02
06.03
10.03
04.04

KEY DATES

Term 3 starts — children back to
school

Year 6 Parent Meeting about SATs
Book Fair all week

Parents Evening

Parents Evening

School closed for staff training
End of term 3

Term 4 starts — school closed for staff
training

Children back to school

World Book Day

Science Week

End of term 4

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE
Safeguarding at Meridian

If you have a safeguarding concern about a child that
attends Meridian, please do contact one of the
Designated Safeguarding Leads:

Mrs. Lucy Newth
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Ms. Claire Westcott
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Miss. Laura Miles
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

During the school holidays, please contact:
Single Point of Advice (SPOA) on 01323 464222

If you have an immediate or emergency concern
about a child’s safety, please call 999. The NSPCC has
advice about this on their website here.

INHS |

East Sussex
School Health Service

The School Health Service takes over 4

from the Health Visiting Service
when a child is of school age.

Our nurse-led friendly team can help with:
* sleeping problems

« emotional health and wellbeing

* wetting the bed and day wetting

« healthy eating and healthy weight

» worries and troubles —including
changing schools

« self care and hygiene

« referrals to other services for more
complex health needs.

|East Sussex
.School

Please contact 0300 123 4062 or visit

www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk

Cwe care)



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/

MERIDIAN NOTICEBOARD

Contact details

Please can you make sure that you update the school with any new
contact details that have change. These may include new
addresses, telephone/mobile telephone numbers as well as contacts
that we would call if your child is unwell or needs collecting from

School.
Emergency Contacts

Please ensure that we have at details of at least two emergency
contacts. Please pass all changes, in writing, to the School Office.

Thank you

Class Photographs
The school photographer will be taking
class photographs on Friday 28"
February. We have managed to
get a discount for
parents to buy class

photographs by ﬁ
booking the ;
photographer ~T

earlier this year . @

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Miss.
Hales and her partner
on the birth of their
new baby daughter,
Cecilia Katherine

Davis! She was born on
22"4 December — just

In time for Christmas!

| know you will all join
me lots of love and best
wishes to Miss. Hales and her family.

Parents Evening
Don’t forget it’s Parents’ Evenings next week.

The bookings are now closed so if you have
forgotten to make an appointment, please
contact your child’s class teacher to arrange
one.

This is one of the ways that we support
parents to find out about your children are
doing in school, so it is really important that
you attend.

You will also receive a mid-year report about
the progress your child is making in school.

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN

Curriculum learning
Spring Term
The children have enjoyed learning about an
Important person this at the beginning of this
term and you can see their work celebrated
around the school in some wonderful displays
when you come for Parents’ Evening next week.

The teachers have got some exciting Learning

Journeys planned for the rest of the Spring Terms:

Nursery and Reception are learning about Water
and why this is so important

Years 1 and 2 are learning about The Seaside
Years 3 and 4 are learning about Rivers

Years 5 and 6 are learning about Coasts and the
Sea

More information will be available on the school
website really soon!

Maths at Meridian!

At Meridian, we know that being a confident
mathematician is really important as children
learn and achieve in school - from Nursery to
Year 6.

Did you know that every morning, from Year
One upwards, children come into school and
straight start their maths learning. They have
questions on the board that they complete from
8.35am until the register closes at 8.55am. This
20 minutes a day is a crucial way to help
children with their maths. So if your child is
late arriving or only arriving just as the gate is
closing at 8.55am, they will be missing out
some really important maths learning. No time
is wasted at Meridian, so please make sure your
child does not miss out on this learning!



PLAY AT MERIDIAN

Loose Parts

Keep those donations coming in for our OPAL playtimes! All donations will be safety checked by
the staff to ensure suitability for the children to use. Here are suggestions of what we will be
asking for:

Cardboard boxes

Cuddly Toys

Fabrics - all shapes and sizes

Metal pots, pans, trays etc. Especially catering sizes

Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags

Old household appliances, hoovers, fax machines, microwaves etc
Phones

Small Children's Bike Whe
Sofa and chair cushions
Suitcases - all sizes

Tubes of all kinds

Carpet samples

Carpet squares

Guttering

Hoses

Brief cases

Buggies, push chairs

M

So if you are having a clear out, please think of us! The donation areas are by the entrances to the
school gates — please put your items in there ready for our safety inspection.

Our wonderful playtimes!

Every other week on our Friday assemblies, we share photographs with the children showing them
all the wonderful play activities the children are involved in at break times. These are two of the
photos that we shared today. A fantastic band with musical instruments and an interesting farm
(with lions, tigers and giraffes!)

The Teaching Assistants also write postcards for children who have demonstrate positive
behaviour — following our school rules and school values.




ATTENDANCE AT MERIDIAN

Good attendance at school is so important
so that children do not miss out on their
learning. Did you know that when teachers
plan their lessons, each lesson builds on the
previous one? So if a child misses 1 or 2
lessons a week, they will find the work much
harder as they will be developing

gaps in their knowledge.

If you are worried about your child’s
attendance or would like some support
with this, please do make an appointment
with one of our Pastoral Team, Mrs. Kirton
or Mrs. Harmer.

Whole School Attendance

94.4% (our target is 96%) —
hopefully this attendance will go up
over the year once all the winter
coughs and colds have gone.

Best Attendance this term
Week 1: 1S - 97.2% @)
Week 2: 2T - 97.4% @)
Week 3: 3SPS —98.7% @)
Week 4: 1M - 97.6% @)

Good Attendance means...
Being in school at least 97% of the time or 184 to 190 days

Remember

Your education is important - don't miss out!

school days
ineach

academic ;‘:;‘f
year EQNCRNON: : 161
days of
education
days of

education

0days 29 days
absence absence absence absence

100% 97% 90% 85% 80% 75%

attendance  attendance

:

When pupils attend school they:

v Can achieve their full potential

355',_ 175!

¢ not spent v Have better career prospects
i .g school® v Learn how to look after themselves
and be healthy
*So there's plenty v Grow in confidence

¥ Keep up with work and homework
v Make new friends

of time for shopping,
holidays and appointments!

The class with the best attendance so far this term is 3SPS with 97.1% -

congratulations!

Please do not forget: If your child is off ill, you must call the absence line or speak

to a member of the office team — please do not email the school. The absence line

is available 24/7. It is important that you contact the school every day that your

child is off sick and when they return, you must send a hand signed letter

confirming the reason for the absence. Once we have received this letter, we can

then make decisions about whether or not this absence is authorised.




At Matlentl Onllne Safety, we believe in empowerlng parents, carers and trusted adults with the Inforfnation to held an [nformed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they
el [t1s needed. This gulde locuses on one app of many which we belleve trusted adults should be awdre o Pledse visit www.nationalonfinesafety.corm for further guldes, hnts and tps for adults

SQUID GA

With themes of horror and violence, it's Important for parents and carers to understand the plmml
risks posad for young audlences by the viral TV show, Squid Game. The nine-episode Netfilx-exciu
show Is rated 16+ and Is about a world whers contastants who are deaply In debt play children’s ga
order to win eash prizes. The losers, however, are viclantly killed. The show’s popularity has meant
spread across online platforms, and thers is a great risk of young paople baing exposad to unsuite
scenes, meaning parents and carers have to be vigllant when allowing children to use devi
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Meet Our Expert

Carly Paga is an expedenced ond highly respected froslance

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

' @natonlinesafety n [NationalonlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Ho Hability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 0312021




