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Meridian Newsletter 

 

 

Term 3 

Monday 5th January – Friday 

13th February 

Term 4 

Monday 23rd February to 

Friday 27th March 

 

Friday 

9th 

January 

2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you had good break over the Christmas holidays. 
 
It was lovely to welcome the children back this week ready to start the spring terms. 
 
Welcome Back! 
Welcome back to Mrs. Middleton who has returned to work following maternity leave.  For the 
spring terms Mrs. Middleton will be supporting children in Years 4 and 5 with booster sessions and 
in class.  It’s great to have her back! 
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Nadia (Nursery Teacher and EYFS Lead) who got married in the Christmas 
holidays – a lovely winter wedding!  Nadia’s full name will now be Mrs. Nadia Pentland-Lee. 
 
School closures due to extreme weather conditions 
Hopefully we have been lucky enough to miss the extreme weather other parts of the country are 
experiencing, including snow.  Wherever possible, we try to keep the school open but occasionally 
a decision will be made to close based on extreme conditions that impact on the safety of the 
children and staff.  This also includes considering staff travelling to and from school.  If we need to 
close the school, parents/carers would be informed as soon as possible via the school jotter and 
website.  So please do make sure you have the most up to date version of our school jotter app so 
that you do not miss any important communications.  Fingers crossed we won’t need to close the 
school! 
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to 
another busy week in school next 
week!  
Take care and best wishes 

 
Miss. Claire Westcott  
Headteacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.meridianschool.co.uk 
    

 Meridian Community Primary     
School and Nursery 
 
  @MeridianCPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 

http://www.meridianschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES 
2025/2026 

 
Term 3 

Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 
INSET DAY – Monday 5th January 

Children back to school on Tuesday 6th January 
 

Term 4 
Monday 23rd February – Friday 27th March 

 
Term 5 

Monday 13th April – Friday 22nd May 
 

Term 6 
Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

INSET DAY – Wednesday 22nd July 
 

Please note all INSET days have been set 
for 2025/2026 

 

 

KEY DATES 
 

05.01  School closed for INSET training 
for staff 

06.01 Children back to school 
23.01 Year 6 Parents Meeting about 

SATs 
06.02 Valentine’s Disco 
10.02 Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6pm 
12.02 Parents Evening 4.30pm – 7pm 
13.02 End of term 3 
 
23.02 Children back to school 
05.03 World Book Day 
27.03 End of term 4 
 
 
 
 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
Safeguarding at Meridian 

 
If you have a safeguarding concern about a child that 
attends Meridian, please do contact one of the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs. Lucy Newth 

 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads 

 Ms. Claire Westcott, Mrs. Helen Mapp,  
Mr. Jon Barcock, Miss. Ciara Smiles, Miss. Nadia 
Pentland, Miss. Laura Miles 

 

During the school holidays, please contact: 
Single Point of Advice (SPOA) on 01323 464222 
 
If you have an immediate or emergency concern 
about a child’s safety, please call 999.   
 
The NSPCC has advice about this on their website 
here. 
 
 

School Jotter 
 
If you know of any parents who  
have not yet downloaded the  
School Jotter app, please do  
encourage them to do this so that everyone 
can keep up to date with school events, 
news and notifications! 

Thank you! 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Only Please! 
 
Please can we remind everyone that children’s 
water bottles should contain  
water.  If your child struggles 
to drink water, you could try  
flavoured water or putting  
pieces of fruit in the water  
to help them, such as orange 
slices. 
No squash please.   
Water really is the best form of hydration. 
 
 

MERIDIAN NOTICEBOARD 

Contact details 
Please can you make sure that you update the school with any new 
contact details that have change.  These may include new 
addresses, telephone/mobile telephone numbers as well as contacts 
that we would call if your child is unwell or needs collecting from 
School.   

Emergency Contacts 
Please ensure that we have at details of at least two emergency 
contacts.  Please pass all changes, in writing, to the School Office.   

Thank you 
 

Earrings 
If your child wears earrings to school, 
please can you ensure that they are 
wearing studs only.  This expectation is 
to support the safety of the children in 
school. 

Punctuality 
 
It is vitally important that children arrive at school in 
plenty of time.  The school gates open at 8.35am and it is 
an expectation that children are in the school building by 
8.50am at the latest.  The register is taken at 8.55am 
when the gates close and any children arriving in their 
classroom after this time are marked as late. 
 
We are noticing a few families that are arriving at school 
just before 8.55am which impacts on children’s learning. 
 
Learning starts at 8.35am as soon as the doors open, so it 
is important that your children are in school no later than 
8.50am.  Thank you for your support with this. 

School Uniform 
 
Thank you to everyone for ensuring that 
children are in the right school uniform every 
day – it creates such a sense of belonging and 
shows that we are part of the Meridian 
community. 
 
Please can I remind everyone that leggings 
and white socks are not part of our school 
uniform – tights or socks only please. 
 
Please can you also make sure that you name 
all your children’s clothes (including hats, 
gloves and scarves so that we can return them 
if they get lost!  Thank you. 

 

 

 

  

Healthy snacks in school 

 

For Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

children, the school is part of a free fruit 

and vegetable scheme so we provide a 

health snack for break time. 

 

For Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, if you would like 

to send in a healthy snack for your child, 

please make sure it is a piece of fruit or a 

portion of vegetables.  No cereal bars, 

chocolate or other types of snack. 

Forest School and P.E. 
 
The website has the most up to date information about days when children will have Forest 
School and P.E. in terms 3 and 4. 
 
We will try our best to not change the timetable but there may be times, due to staff 
absence, when we have to make last minute changes.  We will inform you of any changes 
as soon as we can but within the working hours of 8am – 6pm, Monday to Friday. 

Thank you for your support and understanding! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum learning 
“Environmental Issues and Citizenship” 

 
The teachers have been busy planning and getting 
everything ready for the spring term topics that 
the children will enjoy starting in a couple of 
weeks. 

Nursery and Reception 
Plants and Animals 

 
Years 1 and 2 
Woodlands 

 
Years 3 and 4 
Amazon Rainforest 

 
Years 5 and 6 
Polar Regions 

 
 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 

Maths at Meridian! 
We have been working hard introducing a new 
maths curriculum at Meridian this academic 
year.  The children have their usual hour maths 
lessons in the morning 4 times a week and now 
in addition to this, they have a “maths meeting” 
in the afternoons to build up their number skills 
and knowledge.  We will be updating our 
website in the Spring Term to reflect this and 
you will be able to find out more there. 

Very Important People 
 
We have started the term with our mini-study all 
about important people. 
Nursery – all about me 
Reception – David Attenborough 
Year 1 – Mae Jemison 
Year 2 – Amilia Earhart 
Year 3 – Mahatma Ghandi 
Year 4 – Stephen Hawking 
Year 5 – Frida Kahlo 
Year 6 – Emmeline Pankhurst  
 
We will share some of the children’s work very 
soon! 

Home Learning 

 

One of the best ways to support your child’s 

learning in school is to help with learning at 

home too! 

We have updated our Home Learning Policy 

and will be sharing this with you very soon. 

 

Reading  

Please make sure you continue to support 

your child to read as often as possible at 

home (ideally every day) and their reading 

diary is completed.   

 

Phonics 

For children learning their phonics, please 

practise these too. 

 

Maths 

Please allow time for your child to 

developing their maths knowledge by 

practising either Numbots or TimesTable 

Rockstars at home. 

 

If you have any questions, please do speak 

with your child’s class teacher 

Early Morning Reading 
 
As soon as the gates open at 8.35am,  
learning starts in the classrooms with  
all children reading, either independently or with their 
teacher.  It is an expectation that all children bring their 
reading book and reading diary to school every day so 
that we can establish and celebrate how often the 
children are reading both in school and at home.  So 
please make sure your children arrive promptly every 
morning to support their reading learning. 

Thank you! 

Music at Meridian 

 

Welcome to Mrs. Humphreys, our new 

music teacher, who started this week.   

She has met nearly all the children already 

this week and I know she is excited about 

developing our music curriculum further.  

Mrs. Humphreys will be pausing the weekly 

music newsletter whilst she establishes 

herself into this role. 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loose Parts 
Keep those donations coming in for our OPAL playtimes!  All donations will be safety checked by 
the staff to ensure suitability for the children to use.  Here are suggestions of what we will be 
asking for: 
Cuddly Toys 
Fabrics - all shapes and sizes 
Metal pots, pans, trays etc.  
Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags 
Old household appliances, hoovers,  
microwaves etc 
Phones 
Small Children's Bike Wheels 
Suitcases - all sizes 
Tubes of all kinds 
Guttering 
Brief cases 
Buggies, push chairs 
Dressing up clothes 
Small world toys 
 
So if you are having a clear out, please think of us!  The donation areas are by the entrances to the 
school gates – please put your items in there ready for our safety inspection. 

 
Our wonderful OPAL playtimes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Every other week on our Friday assemblies, we share photographs with the children showing them 
all the wonderful play activities the children are involved in at break times.   
 
The Teaching Assistants also write postcards for children who have demonstrate positive 
behaviour – following our school rules and school values. 

  

PLAY AT MERIDIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good attendance at school is so important  
so that children do not miss out on their  
learning.  Did you know that when teachers  
plan their lessons, each lesson builds on the  
previous one?  So if a child misses 1 or 2  
lessons a week, they will find the work much 
harder as they will be developing 
gaps in their knowledge. 
 
If you are worried about your child’s  
attendance or would like some support  
with this, please do make an appointment 
with Mrs. Newth to discuss this 
 

Whole School Attendance   
93.4% (our target is 96%) –  
hopefully this attendance will go up  
over the year once all the winter  
coughs and colds have gone. 
 
Best Attendance this term 

Week 1:  4SPS% - 100% 😊 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The class with the best attendance so far this term is 4SPS with 100% - 

congratulations! 
 
Please do not forget:  If your child is off ill, you must call the absence line or speak 
to a member of the office team – please do not email the school.   
 
The absence line is available 24/7.  It is important that you contact the school 
every day that your child is off sick  
 

 

ATTENDANCE AT MERIDIAN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


