
x= 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Meridian Newsletter 

 

Term 5 

Monday 13th April to Friday 

22nd May 

Term 6 

Monday 1st June to 

Wednesday 22nd July 

 

Friday 

22nd 

May 

2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you are all well.  This termed has raced by and I cannot quite believe that we are heading 
into our final term before the summer holidays.  We have got lots planned for the children, 
including trips, visitors, musical performances and sports events.  In addition to this, the children 
will be meeting their new teachers towards the end of term.  As you will be aware, there are a lot 
of maternity leaves happening at the moment at Meridian, so Mrs. Mapp and I have been busy 
interviewing and recruiting new teachers to join us from September.  You will find out more about 
our new members of staff in term 6. 
 
Maternity Leave 
Mrs. Beeching will starting her maternity leave after half-term – her last day of teaching will be 
today.  We wish her all the best and look forward to hearing her baby news very soon! 
 
Forest School donations 
Thank you to everyone who has donated £10 per child to help look after our Forest School area 
and to buy the things the children use there – we really appreciate your support for this wonderful 
provision.  If you have not yet donated, please think about helping the school – thank you! 
 
Year 6 children 
I was so proud of all the Year 6 children last week during SATs week.  Their focus and perseverance 
was wonderful to see.  They all worked so hard in the lead up to and during these tests – well done 
to all of them!  Only one more term before they leave primary school . . . 
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Mr. Strange who is getting married in the half-term holiday.  We all hope you 
have a wonderful day! 
 
Take care and best wishes 

 
Miss. Claire Westcott  
Headteacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.meridianschool.co.uk 
    

 Meridian Community Primary     
School and Nursery 
 
  @MeridianCPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE 

http://www.meridianschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
Safeguarding at Meridian 

 
If you have a safeguarding concern about a child that 
attends Meridian, please do contact one of the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs. Lucy Newth 

 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads 

 Ms. Claire Westcott, Mrs. Helen Mapp,  
Mr. Jon Barcock, Miss. Nadia Pentland, Miss. 
Laura Miles 

 

During the school holidays, please contact: 
Single Point of Advice (SPOA) on 01323 464222 
 
If you have an immediate or emergency concern 
about a child’s safety, please call 999.   
 
The NSPCC has advice about this on their website 
here. 
 
 

TERM DATES 
2025/2026 

 
Term 5 

Monday 13th April – Friday 22nd May 
 

Term 6 
Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

INSET DAY – Wednesday 22nd July 
 

Please note all INSET days have been set for 
2025/2026 

 
2026/2027 

 
Term 1 

Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 23rd October 
INSET day – Wednesday 2nd September 

Thursday 3rd September Year 1 – Year 6 children 
back to school 

 
Please note not all INSET days have been set for 

2026/2027 
 

 

KEY DATES 
TERM 6 

08.06  Y1 Phonics screening week starts 
08.06  Y4 Multiplication Tables check starts 
11.06  New Reception Parents meeting 
9.30am 
22.06  Y6 Residential week starts 
26.06  OPAL afternoon for Y3, Y4 and Y5 
01.07  New Reception children Meet the 
teacher/stay and play sessions 
03.07  Nursery Sports Day (time TBC) 
07.07  Reception music performance to 
parents 9.15am 
08.07  Y1 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
09.07  Y2 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
10.07  OPAL afternoon for Reception and 
Nursery 
10.07  PTFA Summer Sizzler 3.15pm – 6pm 
13.07  Y3 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
14.07  Y4 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
15.07  Y5 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
16.07  Y6 music performance to parents 
9.15am 
17.07  Nursery Graduation 
17.07  R/KS1/KS2 Sports Day (time TBC) 
20.07  Sports Day reserve 
21.07  End of term 6 – children go home at 
1.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERIDIAN NOTICEBOARD 

Meridian Nursery 
 
We still have some spaces available for our 
wonderful Nursery in September.  A few places 
for 2 year olds (these are going fast!) and some 
places for 3 and 4 year olds. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please do 
contact our Office team who will be able to 
help you with any questions you might have. 
 

PTFA 
 

We had such a great disco last week – including some great musical statues 
competitions!  Thank you to all the volunteers (staff and parents) who gave up 

their time to support this fundraising event. 

 
Don’t forget there is a doughnut sale after school today – a great way to end 

the term with a sweet treat! 
 

Summer Sizzler – don’t forget it’s the Summer Sizzler after school on Friday 
10th July.  If you are able to volunteer and support our PTFA, please do let 

them know.  You are also welcome to come along to our next PTFA meeting – 
3.15pm on Friday 19th June in the Music room. 

 

If you have any fundraising ideas, please do let us know! 

Water Only! 
 
Please remember that children should only 
have water in their water bottles in school. 
 
If your child is struggling to drink water, you 
could try flavoured water or putting slices of 
fruit, such as orange, to give it a different taste. 
 
Thank you for your  
support with this! 

 

Parent Questionnaire 
 
We want to give the children at Meridian the best 
education we can. Your views matter to us and can 
help us make our school even better. 
 
Please complete our Parent Questionnaire on our 
school website  Parent View | Meridian 
Community Primary School & Nursery 
 
Once you have completed it, click submit and we 
will be able to see your comments in school only. 
The questionnaire will close on Friday 5th June. 
 

Thank you for your help! 

P.E. 
 

Just a quick reminder – cycling shorts and 
leggings are not part of our P.E. kit.   
 
Please can you ensure your children have 
the right kit for all their P.E. lessons. 
 
P.E. lessons will continue to be outside after 
half-term, so please make sure your child 
has a hat and sun protection on to keep 
them safe in the sun! 
 

Thank you for your support with this 
 

 

https://www.meridianschool.co.uk/parents/parent-view
https://www.meridianschool.co.uk/parents/parent-view


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 

Children’s Parade! 
 
We had a wonderful day on Saturday 2nd May at the Brighton Children’s Parade!  Our structure, 
outfits and props were amazing.  Thank you to Miss. Timms for leading on this and Mr. Bridgford and 
Miss. Dor for supporting her – such a brilliant team who gave up their time after school and on a 
Saturday to ensure Meridian children can participate in this fantastic event.  A big thank you to other 
staff and parents who either helped on the day or came along to support us – we really appreciate 
this. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Classroom Day! 
 
The children enjoyed our Outdoor Classroom Day yesterday.  They learnt about pollination and 
then spent time developing areas of the school or resources to attract butterflies, bees and other 
important pollinators.  Thank you to Mr. Legate for planning and organising this day and to all the 
Meridian team for ensuring the children learnt so much about our school environment! 
 

  

 
 

 

 
  

 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 

Special Visitor! 
 
The children in Year 1 enjoyed a special visitor recently.  Pam, from Brighton Synagogue, visited 
and everyone learnt how to make Challah bread.  They also learnt about Judaism and what 
synagogues look like.  Thank you to Pam for visiting us at Meridian – the children loved meeting 
you! 

Nursery 
As part of our bears topic, Nursery children have been celebrating their class bear Barney's 
birthday! They have made cakes from playdough, used scissors to cut out decorations, practised 
name writing in birthday cards and had lots of conversations about birthdays in the home corner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception 
Reception children have also been learning about bears. 
 
They have enjoyed learning 
about Paddington Bear,  
including writing lost  
posters, making  
marmalade sandwiches  
and finding out all  
about Peru – they even 
made panpipes! 
 
 

 

 

 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Loose Parts 
Keep those donations coming in for our OPAL playtimes!  All donations will be safety checked by 
the staff to ensure suitability for the children to use.  Here are suggestions of what we will be 
asking for: 
Cuddly Toys 
Fabrics - all shapes and sizes 
Metal pots, pans, trays etc.  
Old clothes, jackets, overalls, hats, bags 
Old household appliances, hoovers,  
microwaves etc 
Phones 
Small Children's Bike Wheels 
Suitcases - all sizes 
Tubes of all kinds 
Guttering 
Brief cases 
Buggies, push chairs 
Dressing up clothes 
Small world toys 
 
So if you are having a clear out, please think of us!  The donation areas are by the entrances to the 
school gates – please put your items in there ready for our safety inspection. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAY AT MERIDIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING AT MERIDIAN 

Another Special Visitor! 
Last week the children in Year 1 and Year 2 welcomed another visitor to the school – my mum, 
Brenda Westcott!  The children enjoyed looking at and hearing all about toys that have been in our 
family for many years, including toys that are over 80 years old . . . My mum was so impressed with 
how polite, friendly and interested the children were in their learning – she loved meeting them all! 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good attendance at school is so important  
so that children do not miss out on their  
learning.  Did you know that when teachers  
plan their lessons, each lesson builds on the  
previous one?  So if a child misses 1 or 2  
lessons a week, they will find the work much 
harder as they will be developing 
gaps in their knowledge. 
 
If you are worried about your child’s  
attendance or would like some support  
with this, please do make an appointment 
with Mrs. Newth to discuss this 
 

Whole School Attendance   
93.7% (our target is 96%) –  
 
Best Attendance this term 
Week 1:  4B – 98.3% 
Week 2:  3R – 99.3% 
Week 3:  2T – 99.3% 
Week 4:  3OS – 100% 
Week 5:  3OS – 99.2% 
Week 6:  3R – 98% 
 
 
 

The class with the best attendance this term is 3OS with 98% - congratulations! 

 
Please do not forget:  If your child is off ill, you must call the absence line or speak 
to a member of the office team – please do not email the school.   
 
The absence line is available 24/7.  It is important that you contact the school 
every day that your child is off sick  
 

 

ATTENDANCE AT MERIDIAN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


