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13th October 2025  
 

Kirkstall Valley 

Primary School 
 

Argie Road, Leeds LS4 2QZ 

www.kirkstallvalley.org.uk T: 0113 887 8982 

 

 

Dear Kirkstall Valley Primary School Families, 

How are you? I hope this newsletter finds you well! 

At the moment I am showing lots of families around school who 

are thinking of choose KVPS for their Reception child in 2026. This 

is one of my favourite jobs to do in school. I love showing the 

journey from children completely immersed in play at Nursery 

and Reception to children reasoning and challenging and 

building on each other’s points in the older classes. I love talking 

about what makes KVPS a special place and about the diversity 

of children we are lucky enough to teach. I love talking about 

the wonderful community we are so proud to serve. It’s such a 

big decision thinking about which school to send your child – 

particularly your first – but I know that KVPS is a place where 

children thrive. 

If ever you want to get in touch, please don’t hesitate to do so – 

my door is always open. 

Best wishes, 

Phil Robertson – Headteacher 
 
 

Changes to lunch times and break times 

From today, we are making some changes to our break and lunch times. 

Break times will now be split into Years 1,2,3 and 4,5,6 to allow children to 

have a bigger, less crowded area to play in. Similarly at lunch times, we will 

be organizing this into two sittings to allow children to have more time to 

 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 14th October 
First in-person parents’ evening 

Wednesday 15th October 
Parents/carers Zones of regulation 

info session 

Friday 17th October 
Y5 and 6 Eden Camp trip 

Tuesday 21st October 
Second telephone parents’ 

evening 

 

Attendance to date: 

YR – 95.3% 

Year 1 – 95.7% 

Year 2 – 97.5%♕ 

Year 3 – 95.8%  

Year 4 – 92.9%  

Year 5 – 96.4%  

Year 6 – 95.2% 
 

School = 95.6% (Target = 96%) 
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eat and chat with friends and reduce the rush and crowding of the playground. I’m a bit nervous about 

remembering all of this today so I’ll let you know how it’s gone in my next newsletter! 

Bikeability 

Thanks to our Year 6 team for organizing and facilitating Bikeability for the Y6 chidlren last week. CycleNorth 

came into school and developed children’s cycling skills and safety knowledge, even getting some children 

safely out onto the busy roads surrounding school. 

It seems a hundred years ago since I did this at primary school (then called Cycling Proficiency – way less cool!) 

but I have cycled all my life since then and I’m so glad that our children are still getting a good bike education 

today! 

PE Kit Change reminder 

Final newsletter reminder that children should now come to school in PE kits on the days they have PE in school.  

Year Group PE Days Additional Notes 

Reception Thursday  

Year 1 Tuesday and Thursday  

Year 2 Tuesday and Thursday  

Year 3 Monday and Friday  

Year 4 Monday Please Note: Year 4 children 

attend swimming lessons on 

Wednesday and should wear 

their normal school uniform on 

this day. 

Year 5 Wednesday and Thursday  

Year 6 Wednesday and Friday  
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Spotlight on Learning 
 

Reception  

 

This week, our story of 

the week was The Very 

Helpful Hedgehog, 

where we followed the 

kind-hearted Isaac the 

hedgehog as he helped 

his friend the donkey by 

delivering his favourite 

fruit – apples! Inspired by 

Isaac’s generosity, today 

we made our very own 

delicious apple crumble. 

The children loved 

chopping, mixing, and of 

course, tasting! We’ve 

added our recipe to our special KVPS cook books, and 

we’ve also attached a copy for you to try at home. 

We’re sure the children would be delighted to tell you 

all about how we made it – happy baking! 

 

 

Assembly Music 

In Assembly this week we have listened to the Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major by JS Bach, played by YoY o Ma. 

There is a great book in our library all about the life and work of YoY o Ma! 

Governor Vacancy 

Are you interested in supporting the work of the governing body at KVPS or would you like to find out some 

more information? We currently have one parent governor position available. If you would like to have an 

informal chat about this, please do get in touch. 
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Did you know…? 
Retrieval Practice  

Did you know that playing simple memory games can be the best kind of homework? Experts call it 

retrieval practice, and it’s the secret to making learning stick! Instead of just reading a list of spellings 

or facts over and over, encourage your child to close the book and try to remember as much as 

they can. You could turn it into a fun game: perhaps they tell you three facts about the Romans 

they learned today, or you give them a topic and they have to draw a picture that explains it 

without looking at their notes. This simple act of recalling information, even if it feels tricky at first, is 

what truly locks learning into their long-term memory. Give it a try tonight! 
 

Focus on 
Library  

Our library is my favourite room in the whole school! Not only because it is cosy with its foliage and 

cosy lighting but also because it is jam-packed with brilliant books! We have something for 

everyone in there. Our sections are: picture books, chapter fiction, short but sweet, assembly 

books, Mr Robertson Recommends, Graphic Novels, Foreign Language books and of course our 

fantastic curriculum led non-fiction section. 

Our books reflect the diversity of our children. They are current, exciting and relevant to our school 

community.  

I really hope your child speaks positively about their times in our library and that you have been 

able to share some of the books they bring home. 

I wonder which one has been your favourite (so far!)… 

 

Meet Your Governors 

Lauren Cannan – Staff Governor   

 

 

 

 

As staff governor, I work at KVPS and have lots of 

experience within school. I have been Reception 

teacher for the majority of my teaching career, 

which gives me a lot of experience with the Early 

Years Curriculum & key priorities. Early Years is a 

passion of mine and I love working in Reception. 

However, I do also have experience in Year 2, Year 1 

& during my time spent as SENDCo I covered (PPA) 

across school. As a previous SENDCo, I have good 

knowledge and understanding around children with 

SEND and how school is working with these children. I 

have also been Humanities and PE lead and I am 

currently Science Lead, so I have good curriculum 

knowledge. 
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