Shipton Beuinger Primarg School

Guide lo aPProPriate use of social media

Whilst most of us are apprecialive of and find very usegul the communicalion technologies available in the 2Ist
Cenlury, there can also be a downside. I used inappropriately or irresponsibly (fo make negative commenks about
individuals or an organisalion or o post picures without permission), we know that social media can cause
unnecessary worry or hurt in communities and in schools amongst children, parenls, feachers, stagr and other
prospective parenks. Al its worsl, it can also damage an individual's / organisalion’s repulalion and in some cases

VCFH SleH resuu in J.'GLO[ OU,ITCOTTICS.

The purpose of Hus documenk is }o Provide a“ H’»ose new }o Hw school wiH1 a clear bo,sic guide about H1e schoo[’s

exPeclohons in re[ahon lo behaviour when using social media.

In SC]’IOOL we }each children LO be l(ind cmd ShOW resPecL towo,rds oH‘»ers in 0” HIG& HIGU dO and SOH - oHline o,nd
online. The exPecLahon is H'ICLIT Cl” adu”s (Parenks, Slfal.'f and 9overnors) WiH mode[ Hﬂs I?OO. POSHHS u,nl(ind commenks

abouk oners onl'me is no} condoned bg Hme schoo[ or considered Lo be oPProPrio}e.

Whilst conhnua”g skr'w'mg to make the school an even belter school than it alreo,clH is, we do teach children to be
aPPreciaHve and Hmnkful for oll the wonderJ:u,[ Hmings that we already have. It goes without saying that there is an
exPeclahon and hope that all adulls will act responsiblg when Poshng comments online, conhnuing lo ensure that the

sc]woo['s maintains a Posihve repukahon.

Honeshy is an imporkant qualiby, This means we keach children ko be apen and hanest so thak if things aren't right or
bheyy are unhappy about somehing, ey say and do so direcHy with the obher person concerned. Similarky, bhere is an
expeckation thak i¢ any adulks in the school communiby are nok happy abouk something or they have a concern, they
say directly, Our School Complainks Policy provides clear quidance an how ko raise any concerns about school ssues.
The Complainks policy ak no skage includes or condones e use of Facebaok, WhaksApp or oher social media

P[a}forms as an approprioke forum for air‘mg concerns.

When joming the school, all Parenks are asked aboub consent regarding use of images. We do PermiL individuals fo
]:ilm and lake Pho}os at |<e3 school and keg skage evenls eg No,hvihj, but we do trust thal Photos will be used for

PCFSOHGI use Oan o,nd Pl’lOITOS OJ.' chi[dren OH‘LGY‘ H‘LQH HOU,I" own wi“ HOL be POSLed onl‘me.



The above may sound obvious but research shows thal ‘social neiworkers', whalever their age, increosinglg oltien don't
H’iink abouf whai H’ICH are wrihng or Poshng in H’ie same way HICH wou,ld H‘iink abcui whoi H‘ieg wriie in a [eHer or an
email. Therefore, a reminder o everyone, Please think aboul the aPProPrioieness and suiiabiliig of whal is Posied

before Posiing!

As in public areas, the school is oﬁen J:uHH aware of comments made on social nebworks. Unlike in the Pas|:, when
individuals may have had a ie[ephone conversahon ora quick cho,i ou,|:side H‘ie viuage shcp or o,i drop Off, Hie rea[iig
is that once Posied, whal is written can Ofien be seen bH many who then in burn pass on commentls in various forms,

quick[g!

I]: the school has any reason lo believe that Principles within this 9uide are not being fouowed, we will contact you

direcHH io discu,ss ii furHier.

However, Hiank you in advance for lal(mg Hie i'ime io read Hiis guide and suPPoriing H'ie school in ensuring

aPPropriaie and resPonsib[e modeuing o,nd use of socio,[ medio, io children.



