
In The News… 

                                    

 "Loving to learn as we build friendship and faith" 
 

 

 

This week in school  
We hope your child has come home and shared the wonderful activities they have been doing this week to celebrate 
children’s mental health week. Staff members have organised a range of opportunities from first aid workshops, online 
safety, stretch and flex, a whole school wake and shake, a whole school forest school afternoon, cake sales and more! 
The children have shown such maturity and dedication to developing their understanding of having a healthy mind and 
body, we hope they take the tools and strategies with them as they grow and develop through childhood and beyond. A 
special thanks to Mrs Woolford, Mrs Colyer and Mrs Shinn for their whole school activities. Here are a few photographs 
from our week:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Valentine’s Baking Competition  

Well done to our competition winners!  
It was SUCH a difficult task to judge, we were blown away by 
the creativity, skill and passion of all of our bakers. One child 
from each class was awarded with a baking set but a huge 
congratulations to all who took part! Delicious…  

 

World Book Day 2024 
World Book Day takes place on Thursday 7th March. Every year we are overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of our 
school community. This year we would like to take some pressure off of costumes and focus more on what World 
Book Day is truly about … reading!  
Costumes 
Pupils are welcome to dress up if they wish for World Book Day, but if they would rather they may come into 
school wearing something they feel comfortable in, for example pyjamas. We would also like to welcome any 
costume donations which we can then put out for parents/ carers to use closer to World Book Day. If you do have 
any costume donations, then please put these in a carrier bag and hand in to the office.  
Competition  
Instead of judging costumes this year, we will be holding a ‘story in a box’ competition. Children are invited to 
recreate a scene from their favourite book, inside a box (shoe box/ cereal box etc). They will 
be given the opportunity to use their box to retell the story to their classmates during World 
Book Week.  
Entries for this competition should be handed in the week commencing 26th February.  
Please note, this is an optional activity.  

Further details regarding World Book Day will be sent out closer to the date.  
 

Attendance  
We are now halfway through the academic year and at another monitoring point for attendance. This term we 
have been hit by several nasty winter bugs which has meant our whole school attendance has fallen slightly below 
expectations – 95.56% (we strive for above 96%). We are still very much above national.  
Letters have gone home this week to children whose attendance falls below expectations for absence and 
punctuality. Class figures are as follows: 
Year R – 94.8%   Year 1 – 94.9%   Year 2 – 94.7%   Year 3 – 96.8%   Year 4 – 93.5%   Year 5 - 96%   Year 6 – 96.2% 
Following advice from our Educational Welfare Officer, we have recently reviewed our attendance policy and this 
will be available on the school website in the coming days. We have refined our definitions of a few areas which I 
will explain below:  
Lateness – registers open at 8.50am. A pupil arriving after 9am but before 9.30am will be marked as code L (late). A 
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child arriving after 9.30am will be marked as U (unauthorised).  
No reasons given for absence – you must notify the school office as early as possible on each day your child is 
absent. If we do not hear from you, we will contact you via text or phone. If no reason is given for the absence, 
after 3 days the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. On the tenth session (5th day) of unauthorised absence, 
we will notify the local authority and this could trigger a fine (£60 per parent, per child)  
Signing In and Out Book – if your child comes into school late or is being picked up early i.e. due to a medical 
appointment you will be required to complete and signing ‘in and out’ book.  This is a change of procedure on the 
advice of our Education Welfare Officer.  The book will be in place from Monday 19th February. 

 

Save the Date! 
The 2024 Salisbury Schools’ Mini Marathon will take place on Saturday 18th May, details will be sent home next term. 
We are also looking for volunteers to help marshal at the event.  

 

 

Volunteer Readers – CHANGE OF DATE  
We need more volunteers! All volunteers will need to complete safeguarding training, read the school policies and have 
a DBS check completed by a member of our admin team.  The next safeguarding course will be on Tuesday 5th March 
2.00-3.00pm, please contact the school office or e-mail office@sarum-st-pauls.wilts.sch.uk  if you would like to attend. 

 

Rashford, Rashford, Rashford! 
Well done to Rashford house for winning the most house points this term! Rashford house has been awarded a non-uniform 
day on Friday 23rd February! Well done team. 

 

Forest Schools  
The next Forest School session will take place on Friday 23rd February with Year 6. Please dress for the weather, children 
need to wear lots of layers, hats and gloves… it is very cold! 

 

Safeguarding 
Each week we share useful safeguarding information for parents / carers. The purpose is to empower you, 
raise awareness to protective measures you could adopt and provide up-to-date information on trends in 
order to safeguard your child.    

Safer Internet Day 2024 
On Tuesday we celebrated Safer Internet Day. Children designed safety posters with a selection being chosen to be on 
display around school. Two posters were selected as overall winners, well done to Belle Y6 and Natasha Y5, you have 
both be awarded with an Amazon voucher!  
Useful websites to support safer internet day:  

• https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/parents-and-carers  

• https://www.kidscape.org.uk/training/online-safety-and-cyberbullying-awareness-for-parents-and-
carers/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA8YyuBhBSEiwA5R3-
E2F6551psbzD_gYHuKp7ePL1JYfryGuVNCvC7c3UxdNZYYU983stzxoC9WAQAvD_BwE  

• https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/online-safety-parents-
questions?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA8YyuBhBSEiwA5R3-E4q-_P7de3Jjfg_jln-
Evr3UT6mBTJl8SnusvdS2rlidTgrdlndqyRoCEL0QAvD_BwE  

• https://thestaysafeinitiative.org.uk/follow-on-resources    

• https://thestaysafeinitiative.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Parents_Online_Safety_Advice_Sheet.pdf   

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXfjT_CTYuI   
 

FOSSP – Friends of Sarum St Paul’s 

• Second hand uniform is available every Friday after school from the mobile classroom, items are £1  

• Friday 23rd February - Fairy Cake Friday with cakes being made by Year 4 
 

Kind regards,  

Mrs E Weavers 
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