
Friday 11th September 2026                     www.windmills.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Dear Families, 
 
I hope your children have had a good first full week of school here at The      
Windmills. There were a few tired younger ones this morning, which is to be   
expected after a summer off school and new school and routines being            
established. Yesterday the children looked very smart for their photos and, 
whilst it took longer than anticipated to organise, the whole school photo 
should look great. 
 
For our new Y3s, a difference between infant and junior schools is that the     
government does not provide the children with a morning fruit snack. Please do 
pack a small healthy snack for your child, as lunch is not until 12:10 for Y3 and 
12:25 for Y4. 
 
With regard to the mornings, the gates open at 8:40am and teachers have work 
ready and waiting from then for the children. Most classes start the day with 
their maths warm-up/ flashback which is based on recent learning. This makes 
for a really smooth start so the register can be taken at 8:55am and the main 
lesson can start at 9am. Essentially, the closer your child can arrive to 8:40am 
the better. 
 
Clubs start next week and we have a great range on offer this term; both from 
school staff and external clubs. For morning running club, this is at 8:20am on 
Wednesday and Friday and 8am on a Thursday. On a Thursday, we run for    
longer on Downlands playing fields, as this is great preparation for the          
cross-country races. Please remember to pack spare socks (and trainers) as feet 
can get wet.  
 
The Windmills has always had a good focus on oracy and presenting which can 
be seen through our wonderful celebration assemblies and this year we are  
adding to this. Firstly, we are bringing back ‘show and tell’ with a difference 
(2.0). Across the year, we are going to ask the children to present to their class 
for a couple of minutes. It could be on any topic, for example, their family,    
hobbies, interests, favourite book, game or a special item. Secondly, we would 
like all children to pick a poem to read to the class. We have lots of great poetry 
here and, like with Show and Tell 2.0, this will give the teacher and class a 
chance to get to know your child’s interests in a way that due to the busy nature 
of school doesn’t always happen. We will have one presentation and one poem 
a week and families will be told, so you can help prepare- should you wish. I will 
be sharing this in assembly with the children and the teachers will also be       
discussing this in class. No child will be made to do this but we will encourage all 
to give it a go. 
 
Lastly, coming out with today’s newsletter are details for this year’s first Chance 
to Chat session and details about The West Sussex Orchestra, including one for 
SEND pupils. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mr Page 
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