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Online Safety:Digital Safeguarding Alert: 'Add Everyone’ WhatsApp
Groups

m Thursday, 11/12/2025 | Education Data Hub

Uncontrolled Group Chats Are Exposing Pupils to Harmful Content
A Derbyshire School is warning about a dangerous trend on WhatsApp called "Add Everyone’
groups.

These groups encourage users - often children - to add as many contacts as possible, sometimes
excluding parents. This creates large, uncontrolled chats where strangers can join.

Why It's a Risk
« Groups can include hundreds of members, including unknown adults.

« Harmful content has been reported: explicit images, violent material, racist language, and requesis
for personal details.

« Children as young as nine have been added without consent.
What Parents Should Do
« Check your child's WhatsApp groups for names like "Add Everyone’ or similar.

« Update privacy setfings: In WhatsApp, go to Settings = Privacy = Groups and set "Who can add me
to My Contacts.

» Block and report any suspicious groups or individuals.

« Talk to your child about the risks of joining unknown groups and sharing personal information.
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