SOUTHSEA INFANT SCHOOL
Spring 1 2022

I think you will all agree that with the slightly lighter evenings and green buds shooting up everywhere, it feels like
there is some positivity and hope in the air. This half term has probably been the most challenging for us in terms
of staffing capacity and numbers of positive cases. As usual however, the SIS team have gone above and beyond to
ensure that face to face teaching was still a possibility with everyone providing cover wherever necessary including
admin staff and yours truly (our site manager Mr Man even offered to jump in if we needed another body!).
Despite these difficulties however, the children have still had some lovely experiences and made us proud with
their wonderful learning. We are hopeful that after half term things will get easier. Until then, enjoy your break
and let’s hope we get some bright, sunny days over half term so we can get outside and enjoy the start of Spring.
We look forward to seeing you back on 28th February!
Mrs Clark.

Summer Reading Challenge Winners!!!
A big thank you to all our wonderful families who took
part in the summer reading challenge this year. Southsea
Infant School came out as top 6 in the city and therefore
won a beanbag for our new library area.

We will be aiming for the
number 1 spot this year!

The children had an absolutely amazing time during our “My Dog
Sighs” art week. We loved that each piece turned out unique
and took the children out into the community on an art hunt.

Messages from staff:
Mrs Kithakye- I had a wonderful week in Reception helping the children to create their My Dog
Sighs work. We were so proud to be able to share them on our school social media accounts
and have Mr My Dog Sighs himself, his wife and thousands of his fans see our children's
amazing creations.

Red Class: Mrs Bailey– Green- What a busy half term packed with lots of fun and learning.
The children have engaged really well and enjoyed taking part in some exciting experiences
with the rest of Southsea Infants.
Red Class have been focusing on developing independent learning skills and I’m really proud
of how well they have done! We are all excited to welcome a new member of staff, Miss
Steward, who we hope will be very happy working with us all.

Year R: Mrs Edwards- I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching PE this term -Superhero Training. Blue
and Yellow class have been incredibly engaged in learning new core skills to build strength as
well as participating in lots of games—and they loved the superhero warmups and dances at
the end of each session. We are looking forward to dressing up as Superheroes this Friday.

Year 1: Mrs Day-

It has been a wonderful first half term here at Southsea Infants, I just want to

thank everyone for making me feel so welcome. The children in Orange Class have adapted
so well to their new routines and expectations alongside my very Welsh accent.
I'm really excited to see where the rest of the year will take us.

Year 2: Mrs Hawkins- Year 2 have been learning about Queen Victoria and other famous Victorians this
term. We have all really enjoyed comparing a Victorian school with Southsea Infant School. The
teachers were very strict and the lessons were very long! Needless to say, the children much prefer
today's school, as do I!

Some Curriculum Highlights

Year R: In English we have been doing lots of work based on the story Supertato! We
have learnt the story, thought of lots of adjectives to describe Supertato and the Evil Pea, drawn
story maps and changed parts of the text to create our own individual stories. In maths we have
been learning about the numbers 6, 7 and 8. We have been using tens frames and part whole
models to help us find the different ways of making these numbers. We have also begun looking
at solving simple addition questions. We have really enjoyed our art and music lessons, in music
we have been learning about the different instruments, tempo and dynamics. In art we have
been focussing on different types of lines and how we can use these to create art work.

Some Curriculum Highlights

Year 1: This half term in Year One has been very exciting! We have
had a great time learning about Traditional Tales; during English we even
had a special visit from both the Big Bad Wolf and Granny from Little
Red Riding Hood! We have been enjoying our more practical Maths
lessons learning how to solve addition and subtraction problems. We
also learnt all about Chinese New Year and found out about the Year of
the Tiger and then made our own masks.

Some Curriculum Highlights
Year 2: Year 2 have had a very busy half term!
We started off our Victorious Victorians topic by finding some old clothes and a
sweep! Year 2 came to the conclusion that they must belong to a chimney sweep
from the Victorian times. We have really enjoyed this topic and have found out a
huge amount. The children have written some wonderful reports on Florence
Nightingale, exploring the changes she made and the impact she had on nursing. We
also explored another famous Victorian, Isambard Kingdom Brunel. Year 2 learnt
about his amazing work on bridges and were inspired to then make their own. The
children worked collaboratively to make really impressive bridges!
We were also lucky enough to have a trip to The Guildhall to watch Izzy Gizmo. The
children thoroughly enjoyed this and loved joining in with the songs and actions.

Some Curriculum Highlights

Red Class: Red Class have had a very busy half term
learning about animals. We’ve made some great My Dog
Sighs art work, enjoyed visits from the fire service and
Rocksteady and enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year
celebrations.

Golden Book

Red Class– Janek, Scott, Lucas,.
Year R– Asa, Cash, Lydia, Rio, Lucy D, Chloe, David, Barad, Paulina, Evan,
Cariad, Jacob.
Year 1– Harry, Amelia, Jaxon, Louise, Aubrey, Cecelia, Isla, Lola, Camry,
Imogen, Alex, David.
Year 2– Alex, Austin, Yucheng, Betsy, Sanav,
Safiya, Isabelle, Kiki, Ben, Billy, Sophia,
Tommy.
WORLD BOOK DAY– THURSDAY 3RD MARCH
TO CELEBRATE WORLD BOOK DAY WE ARE ASKING CHILDREN TO COME
DRESSED AS THEIR FAVOURITE BOOK CHARACTER. IF THEY
WOULD LIKE TO BRING THE BOOK INTO SCHOOL TO SHARE CAN
YOU PLEASE ENSURE IT IS NAMED.
THANK YOU!

Introducing Mr Hazlewood, our Emotional Literacy
Support Assistant (ELSA). Mr Hazlewood is trained to
support children and young people to manage their big
feelings, he provides support to all school staff to make
the school environment the best it can be for our students
and works with Mrs Kithakye, our INCo and Portsmouth's Mental Health Support
Team to provide emotional support to children and families who need a little extra
help or during tricky times. If you feel your child or family needs a helping hand
please speak to your child's teacher who will ask either Mrs Kithakye or Mr
Hazlewood to contact you directly.
Dates:
Monday 21st– Friday 25th February– Half Term
Monday 28th February– Return to school after half term
Tuesday 1st March, 3.30– 4.30pm– Book Look in classrooms
Wednesday 2nd March, 3.30– 4.30pm– Book Look in classrooms
Thursday 3rd March– World Book Day– Come dressed as your favourite book character
Friday 18th March– Red Nose Day (Theme TBC by school council)
Friday 25th March– Diversity Day– Celebrating Race & Culture
Wednesday 6th April- Easter Bake Sale
Thursday 7th April– Reports to Parents
Friday 8th April– INSET DAY

