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Wednesday 25th January 2023 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU (National Education Union) have declared 

planned strike action, which will take place on the following dates:  

 Wednesday 1st February  

 Tuesday 28th February  

 Wednesday 15th March  

 Thursday 16th March  

The strike action is a result of a national pay dispute between the NEU and the Government. Some of 

our teachers are members of the NEU and have the right to take industrial action. The decision to 

strike will never be taken lightly and it is not action solely about levels of pay and working conditions, 

but also about the value placed on education.  

For more information, please refer to What has happened to teacher pay in England?, from the 

Institute for Fiscal Studies (ifs.org.uk)  

The Department for Education (DfE) guidance Handling strike action in schools will be followed where 

our Risk Assessment allows. The aim is to have school remain open, but this may not be possible for 

all classes; this very much depends on which members of staff are on strike.  

I am writing to ensure you have sufficient notice of what this may mean for your child’s attendance 

on the above dates. The school is committed to your child’s health, safety, and well-being; therefore, 

we will be undertaking a risk assessment to consider the potential impact of the strike and whether 

we can safely open the school as usual on the above dates. It may be the case that the school needs 

to fully close to students or we need to restrict attendance.  

In line with Government guidance, attendance would be prioritised for:  

 Vulnerable students  

 Children of critical workers  

 Students with upcoming assessments/examinations.  

Whilst we will do all that we can to minimise disruption, we would advise you to begin considering 

alternative childcare arrangements, where needed, for the above dates. We apologise for the 

inconvenience this may mean to you and your child’s education and we hope the dispute between the 

Government and NEU will be resolved as soon as possible.  

I will keep you updated with developments and the arrangements for the planned strike days as soon 

as I am able to do so.  

As always, thank you for your continued support.  

Yours sincerely, 

Mr L Gilhooly 

  

https://ifs.org.uk/articles/what-has-happened-teacher-pay-england
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1128077/Handling_strike_action_in_schools.pdf

