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Together, We Cann

Summer Term 1 was short in the number of weeks but jam-packed with fantastic
learning opportunities for our learners, specifically to support personal
development and achievement. We had a glimmer of the good weather to come
and held out for the holidays to hit full temperature.

Ten Tors was a huge success, with 8 learners taking on the Jubilee Challenge of 7.9
miles. Pupils arrived on the Friday and enjoyed Emma V’s homemade spaghetti
bolognese before getting up close with the army planes and vehicles, then
wrapping up in tents ready for a 5am start. They were all up for breakfast cooked
by Rachel F before being at the start line for 7.30am. The whole team did us proud
and were back at camp by 1pm to huge applause. 64,200 people watched and 944
liked the moment on our Facebook page — the first time we have gone viral
celebrating what our learners can do. Emma V has already suggested next year we
are going to go bigger! Thank as always to staff for giving their time to plan,
coordinate and attend these fantastic events.

The Friends of Cann Bridge Carnival Ball took place this term after a lot of great
coordination and commitment from the Ball Committee. The school has not hosted
a ball since pre-COVID-19. With 161 people in attendance, it was a fabulous
evening. It was wonderful to see staff and families, both current and past, come
and be part of this special evening, alongside one of our alumni and many guests
and supporters of the school, where we launched our Upper School Playground
Fundraising Appeal. 

By Shane Baker, Headteacher  



The event helped kick-start our fundraising appeal whilst also raising the
profile of our school and what our wonderful pupils can do. On the night,
£7,753 was raised, bringing the total to date to £14,627 of our £150,000
target. We welcome all of your support, whether through your own
fundraising, joining the Friends of Cann Bridge, or speaking with your
contacts and employers to help us reach our whole-school target. It truly
was a wonderful evening with excellent entertainment - thank you.

The Friends of Cann Bridge are currently planning a Quiz Night on 3rd
July, 7pm, at the school, following fantastic success and attendance last
year. They will also be holding refreshments and a raffle at our upcoming
Sports Day and Summer Show. Their recent meeting minutes, available
on our website, also share that they are already starting plans for
another ball next year — watch this space. We would really love to see
more families join the Friends of Cann Bridge committee to support
these fundraising efforts, which really do make a significant difference,
particularly as current education budgets can only go so far!

On a separate fundraising note, I am also very grateful to others who are
supporting the Friends of Cann Bridge and the school directly through
the Cann Bridge School Fund to support our Upper School Playground
Appeal, including Lucy and Curt, who have been hosting Bingo and Quiz
Nights at The Jolly Miller, raising over £1,200; the RAOB Our Boys Lodge,
who have made us their charity of the year and recently hosted a very
successful Quiz Night; and Thrive Recruitment, who ran the Plymouth
Half Marathon on our behalf, raising over £500 too!

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the playground consultation.
The School Council took your feedback and suggestions seriously and
made some final tweaks to the design before it was shared at the ball.
This includes more surface markings and a slide. We are really grateful to
Simon from Creative Play for working with us and also attending the ball
to share and talk through the design with the audience.



Our Breakfast Club provision currently
starts at 8am each morning. We have
three pupils currently accessing this and
there are spaces available. Nikki and the
Breakfast Club Team were recently filmed
to launch and share the investment
received. Big thanks to Max and Lucy for
helping to prepare for this and for making
and resourcing the space to make it
welcoming and provide a positive soft
start to the school day. The feedback from
parents has been overwhelmingly positive
and welcomed.

Jennie, alongside Shelley, has recently
written a parent guide to the EHCP Annual
Review process at the school, which has
been published on our website with some
example documents for those who may
wish to learn more about our drive,
working with Local Authorities, to improve
the quality of those documents to ensure
they truly represent your child at this
moment in time. Previous directives
meant that year-on-year annual review
additions made it very unclear what was
current or no longer applicable. Our new
system means that what is contained
within review documents will be the most
up-to-date information to help you and
your child. We have also seen that this is
leading to Local Authorities making more
timely and accurate updates to final
EHCPs. The feedback from parents has
once again been overwhelmingly positive
about these developments. 

During these holidays, Nikki is running two
Holiday Club activities, including Stay and
Play Once Upon a Story Time on Thursday
from 10am until 2pm and a general Stay
and Play on Friday from 10am until 2pm.
We know many of our families like to
utilise the site during the holiday, whether
with their child or with respite staff. It’s a
great way to meet other families in a safe
and familiar space. The Thursday session
between 11.30am–1.30pm will be open to
the wider public as part of our SEND
Family Hub link to help raise support and
opportunities for others across the city.

The Duke of Edinburgh Expedition went
well and the weather was just perfect for
the two-day walk, even if there were a few
light showers during the overnight camp.
Six students achieved their Bronze DofE
Award. With nearly 16 miles walked over
the two days, that was a huge undertaking
for our students and staff — again, another
fantastic opportunity which would not have
been achieved without the dedication and
support of our staff, with some doing the
walk, some working later to support the
camp, some coming in early, and some
doing the whole event — thank you. It’s
clear from speaking with and spending time
with our learners that there was a strong
sense of achievement, and I adore our
learners’ ‘can do’ attitude!

With the weather now in summer mode,
please do remember that school uniform is
still required. We’ve seen a lot of
unbranded clothing sporting cartoons and
random designs. We understand and will
work with those who are not yet ready to
wear uniform, but this can be distracting to
some of our pupils. Please wear plain
clothing where possible. We have lots of
pre-loved uniform available. Please also
remember to send in water bottles, hats,
and sun cream so we can ensure your child
is comfortable at school. Please do check
that the sun cream is in date, as it does
expire quickly.

Debbie is settling well into her new role as
Health & Care Assistant. She has been busy
refining and reviewing all our policies and
procedures. One great development
alongside Felicity is establishing
Meditracker, which will move us away from
paper systems and notify you when your
child receives medication or first aid
instantly. It also links into our CPOMS
system. This will also notify families when
medication is running low or close to
expiry. We do keep a stock of emergency
Calpol for those who require it rarely where
we have parental permission; however,
some pupils are having it regularly and so
we do ask that you send this from home,
labelled, so we can closely monitor usage.



For our second year, our Post-16 students went to Boringdon Hall Hotel to undertake
some work-related learning whilst also having an employer encounter. This is a great
opportunity for learners to transfer their learning, understand different roles in
practice, and hear from staff about their roles and responsibilities. Some of the
highlights included making up the honeymoon suite, using a special jacuzzi vacuum —
which Kyle found particularly interesting — and making desserts! If that wasn’t enough,
pupils also undertook work experience earlier this term at Saltram House, working
hard in the orchard. We are very grateful for the engagement from employers and the
meaningful opportunities for our learners to apply what they have learnt.

Thank you to all who came to support us at the Schools Challenge on the Hoe this
term. It was great to hear our learners being cheered around the course. This year, 9
learners completed the final mile and raised a fantastic £800 on our JustGiving page,
which will go towards our Upper School Playground Appeal. Thank you to all families
for their support and to staff for giving up part of their Sunday to enable this to take
place.

This term we have been undertaking an increased number of learning walks by all
senior and middle leaders to support the monitoring of teaching, learning and
assessment, helping to inform our ongoing developments. It’s been fantastic to share
what is learnt across the school, sharing good practice and reflecting on areas for
refinement and development. A recent visit to PBC demonstrated the high-quality
teaching and learning taking place during an English lesson — a highly adapted lesson
to make it accessible to all learners, whilst maintaining the same high aspirations and
expectations. It was great to see such high levels of engagement and learning taking
place.

If you’ve got a moment, we’ve made a few video clips to share the ball, the playground
appeal, and we’ve also updated The Cann Bridge School Song film to showcase our
learners signing. These are all available on our website and Facebook page. Thank you
to everyone who supported us in making these films.

I’d really appreciate it if all parents/carers could take 10 minutes to complete our
annual Parent Carer Survey, currently live until 1pm on Monday 1st June (the survey
link and details have been emailed to you/available on MCAS). This feedback helps to
celebrate what is going well and share this with the wider school team, whilst also
informing ongoing developments and refinements. We are about to embark on our
next three-year strategic development plan, and your feedback helps to shape this.

It’s been wonderful to attend our Family Cafés this term to discuss our curriculum and
assessment informally with families, answer any questions you may have, and use this
feedback to refine our curriculum further. Your feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive, with many speaking very positively about the opportunities their child is
receiving, the observations captured on Evisense, and seeing this reflected in their
child’s progress. I look forward to seeing the rest of our key stage families this term.

This term many of our key stages have also been on educational visits as part of their
exit experiences. Key Stage 3 went to play badminton at the Life Centre. Some learners
in Key Stage 4 have also been sailing on Fridays with Horizons and The Island Trust. I
know pupils and staff have had a wonderful time, and it is clear that lots of learning
opportunities took place, alongside wider personal development opportunities.

Family Gardening Day was another great opportunity this term for out-of-the-
classroom learning. Thank you to those families who were able to volunteer a few
hours to help the continued development of our Science Garden space, and to Angela,
who volunteers regularly to maintain and develop this space to make it accessible and
inclusive to our pupils’ needs.



We ended the term with a whole-school educational visit to Dartmoor Zoo as part of
Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) Day. It was wonderful to see our school together,
but also the great teamwork amongst staff to ensure everyone was well supported.
Feedback from the general public was also very positive. A few reminders were needed
for learners that we weren’t able to pet the lioness or tiger! On the day, we also had some
staff from Whitleigh Primary School join us as part of their professional development
(INSET Day), whose headteacher fed back that they were glowing in their praise of how
incredible our team are and were a little in awe! A parent/staff member also emailed me
shortly after to share how brilliant they thought the day was and reminded them why they
love their job! Pupils all seemed to have a wonderful day exploring the zoo with their
friends. Huge thanks to Chloe L for coordinating the event and pulling everything together
to enable the visit to be a success. It was also wonderful to see so many staff in their work
t-shirts!

We have received a few emails regarding parking in our visitor bays. I just want to
reassure you that these are monitored. We have a number of visiting professionals
throughout the week, staff with disabilities, and staff using their vehicles during the day
for educational visits, meetings offsite and emergency purposes. We also have some staff
who work early or late into the evening and, for lone-working policy reasons, park here. All
other staff are asked to park in our dedicated shared staff car park off Eden Valley
Gardens, at Tor Bridge High shared staff car park, or offsite (not in the new-build estate
area).

Thank you to Lee and all those who have, over the last 14 years in his class, nurtured and
grown this Horse Chestnut tree from a single conker. Originally propagated as the school
moved from Downham to our current Cann Bridge School site, it was time for it to be
transferred from the pot to the ground. Our learners did an excellent job on Earth Day
digging the hole and ceremoniously planting the tree at the front of the school.

Our investment in 30 new AAC devices has now been disseminated across the school
where it has been identified that learners are ready for, or would benefit from, access to
these high-tech devices. Thank you to Rachael G and Erin from Marjon University Speech
and Language Service for supporting me to get these set up, and to Amelia for helping to
allocate and distribute them around the school. Our Communication, Language and
Literacy Teaching Assistants recently received training on the use and modelling of the
devices, with further refresher training planned for staff shortly, followed by a family
workshop. This is a huge investment, and one I am extremely passionate about, as
communication provides the foundation for all learning and development.

I am pleased to share that from September, following a rigorous recruitment process,
Amelia Crick will remain with us at Cann Bridge, moving from maternity cover to a
permanent role. In addition, we have appointed Katie Potter as a new class teacher for
September to provide maternity cover for a full academic year to ensure continuity. Both
were excellent candidates, demonstrating a clear commitment to our mantra, vision and
values, and both bring — and will continue to bring — a great deal to our diverse teaching
team. Congratulations also to Emma H, who has been promoted to Key Stage Leader for
Key Stages 2 and 3, with changes to her role overseeing both Key Stage Leadership and
Curriculum Leadership in September. Emma has embodied our school values and
demonstrated great impact in her current roles.



Do remember to keep sending in your plastic bottle tops and lids to support our School
Council recycling campaign.

A small change, but all first aiders now have dedicated black lanyards with the first aid
symbol to help identify them more easily.

This time of year is also a time to say goodbye. This year we prepare to say goodbye to
four of our wonderful learners coming to the end of their time at Cann Bridge, with some
having been with us for 14 years! There are always lots of laughs and happy tears as we
reflect on their time with us.

In September, we look forward to welcoming three new learners and families to Cann
Bridge School. The school remains oversubscribed. The school will not have an EYFS class
this September due to no space being available to open a new class. We will have one KS1
class, four KS2 classes, three KS3 classes, three KS4 classes, and our Post-16 Post Bridge
College provision. All classes in KS1 and KS2 are over capacity. We continue to work with
the Local Authority to offer support to the wider system.

During these holidays we are refitting the 3Cann classroom kitchen and, thanks to
external funding, we have started work transforming a small space — most recently used
as a learning space and previously as a small office — into a nurturing environment for
small meetings and to deliver 1:1 or small-group therapy or lessons. This space will have
skylight panels, new soft furnishings, and is based on the ground floor.

This term we said goodbye and best wishes to Libbie, who was our Apprentice
Administrator. Having completed her recent course, assessments and exams, Libbie has
now finished at Cann Bridge and is expecting a baby any day. Thank you Libbie and we
wish you all the best for the future. Sophie W has also started her maternity leave, with
Maggie and Fern now taking the lead of 9Cann for the remainder of this academic year.
We wish them both well and look forward to cuddles and pictures soon!

We have many things to look forward to this term, including Sports Day, our Leavers and
Achievers Awards Ceremony, Leavers’ Prom, and the Summer Show. This term we will also
share your child’s new class for September and hold our Parent Carers’ Evening. There will
be Holiday Club activities and a Summer Club, subject to funding received. We will also be
launching our SEND Family Hub on Saturday 25th July at the school, where there will be
lots happening — further details will be shared soon.

To stay up to date, please ensure you have your Evisense and MCAS accounts set up, and
follow our Facebook page.

As a reminder, we have an INSET Day (Professional Development Day) on Monday 1st
June. We look forward to undertaking a range of CPD including Flexibounce training
(smaller trampolines in classrooms linked to Rebound Therapy), Emotional Logic, Grieving
in Puddles, Nervous System Regulation, How to Coach for Independence, Joy Factor
intensive interaction, noticing learning, and interacting. The school reopens to learners on
Tuesday 2nd June.

Thank you for your continued support,





Upper School Playground
Design



School Term Dates 2025/26

 
22  May - Last day of termnd

1  June - INSET Staff Training Day (Closed to pupils)st

1st June - Parent Carer Survey closes 
2  June - Pupils return to school  nd

17  June - Father’s Day Event th

3  July - FoCB Quiz Night 7pm at the schoolrd

9th July - Sports Day 
16th July - Parents Carers Evening  
16  July - Leavers Prom - Black & Gold Themeth

21  July - Summer Show st

22nd July - Leavers & Achievers Ceremony
23  July - Last day of term rd

25  July - SEND Family Hub Launchth

2nd - 4  September - INSET Staff Training Days (Closed to pupils)th

7  September - Pupils return to school th

What’s coming up…
Further details
about Family

Training/ Workshops
& Family Café 
dates are sent
separately and

bookable on
Bromcom/MCAS



 Looking ahead - Next year
School Term Dates 2026/27





















Our Mantra, Vision & Values





Our Safeguarding Team

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility









About Family Hubs 
Family Hubs offer support services for families with children aged 0 to 19 (or 25 for those with special educational needs and disabilities ).

Your local Family Hub has:
information about local support in your area
groups and activities for all your family
practical help from professionals and peer supporters
breast feeding and infant feeding support
equipment on loan for example, breast pumps
face to face support, to talk through yours and your family’s needs and help you make a plan
access to extra help if things get difficult

www.plymouth.gov.uk/about-family-hubs



Learn more about our fantastic staff team on our website 
www.cannbridgeschool.co.uk/about-us/staff-classes 

Our current vacancies:
www.cannbridgeschool.co.uk/about-us/vacancies-volunteers

/CannBridgeSchool

@Cann_Bridge

@Cann_Bridge

We say goodbye to:
Luke Butterfield
Libbie-May Hewings

Welcome & Goodbye 

Cann Bridge School
Eden Valley Gardens

Estover
Plymouth
PL6 8EE

T: 01752 207909   W: www.cannbridgeschool.co.uk
E: reception@cannbridge.co.uk 

We welcome the following new staff:
Eva Thomas (Temp to Perm)

We welcome to our Internal Supply Bank:
Hannah Punchard (Welcome back)
Megan Jewell
Tia Bird
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