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OCTOBER 2023 NEWSLETTER
Dear Parent, 

We have many pieces of information in this newsletter, 
however I am putting the most important announcement first. 
This year we have a child enrolled at school with a very serious,
life-threatening nut allergy. 
We have a risk assessment in place to keep this child safe, but I
need your help in doing so. Children or staff MUST NOT 
bring any nuts or nut products to school – i.e. NUTELLA 
spread/ sandwiches. No Snickers, no peanut butter, no 
breakfast bars containing nuts or birthday cakes containing 
nuts. 
I am sorry if you feel this is an inconvenience, however I am 
sure you understand that safety must come first.Every child 
has the right to be safe, and if this was your child you would 
want others to help keep them safe. This is a very serious issue
and one which does not allow any deviation from the rule. NO 
NUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS. 
All staff have been trained on Anaphylaxis and this is 
Anaphylaxis awareness week. There is lots of information on-
line about Anaphylaxis. Anaphylaxis can occur when someone 
is exposed to something they are allergic to (known as an 
allergen). Reactions usually begin within minutes and rapidly 
progress but can occur up to 2-3 hours later. The reason we ask
for permission to admininister Piriton is anyone can develop an 
allergy at any time. 
If you would like to find out more, follow the link.   
https://youtu.be/8ZI9HirAjk0/youtu.be/8ZI9HirAjk0

Please Note - we cannot have conkers in P1 either. 
WINTER UNIFORM 
Now that it is very definitely Autumn and cool breezes are blowing, please 
remember that pupils are expected to wear FULL WINTER UNIFORM– shirt and
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tie, grey or navy socks etc. Please note the polo shirt is not to be worn with 
the school tie. Ensure that ALL pupils have a suitable coat with a hood EVERY 
day. It is only in extreme weather conditions that pupils will remain indoors at
break and lunch time. PLEASE, PLEASE LABEL ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING. 
The uniform consists of:
Boys: - Light blue shirt 
School tie (navy blue with light blue stripes)
Navy blue v-neck sweatshirt with logo
Grey trousers
Grey socks 
Black shoes.
Girls: - Light blue blouse
School tie (navy blue with light blue stripes)
Dark grey skirt/pinafore/trousers
Navy blue v-neck sweatshirt with logo
Knee length grey/navy socks/tights
Black shoes
Hair accessories should be blue.
(Girls with long hair should wear it tied back).
Only stud earrings should be worn.
Optional: Irvinestown Primary School coats and fleeces are available in 
School Days and SDKells.

SICKNESS
As is usual at this time of year, we have vomiting and diarrhoea in many of 
the classes. Please remember pupils should not return to school for 48 hours 
after their last episode, as per PHA guidance. 

CLASS INFORMATION SESSIONS 
Thank you to all parents who attended the class information sessions. I have 
heard very positive informal feedback. 

STARTING SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2024?
If you have a child in your family or have a friend with a child that is due to 
start school in September 2024, please complete the google form via the link 
at the end of this newsletter to allow us to add their name to the mailing list. 
EA online applications will open in January 2024.

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 
Thank you to all of you who have made a real effort to improve attendance 
and arrive at school on time. 
We had full attendance on Friday 29th September for our wheelie run- the first
day this school year with full attendance. 
The best attendance in school this month was P3. Well done P3!  

BREAKFAST CLUB – 
There has been a great uptake for breakfast club so far this term. Thank you 
to all who support it. Breakfast club is available for all children and there is no
need to prebook. It runs from 8.30am-8.45am. 
Bagels will be available for break time snacks from Tuesday 17th October 
instead of toast on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

MONEY 
The EA have a lot of plans in the pipeline for technological improvements. 
One of these is the ability to pay online instead of sending money to school 
with your child, and paying with cash or cheque. I had found out information 
on such systems and then chose not proceed, as I believed the EA were going
to sort out all schools who had no such system in place. With the current 
funding crisis I doubt if this will happen in the foreseeable future. If we want 
such a system, the school will have to pay for it. I am trying to gauge interest



in such a system. Is this something you would be interested in? Please 
complete the google form via the link at the end of this newsletter.

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
School contributions should be paid on or before 16th October. Thank you. 
£20 for 1 child £25 for 2 and £30 for 3 or more children

COMPETITION WINNERS
FERMANAGH SHOW
Well done to everyone who participated in the annual show. We were very
proud of all your entries. Congratulations to our prize winners.

1st  Hanley Campbell, Imogen McBrearty
2nd  Bailie Cobane, Brody Boylan, Cece Miller, Evie Chittick, 

Hannah Graham, Jacob Mills, Jake Robinson, Lisa Cashel, Mollie
Dixon, Noah McArdle, Preston Harkness

3rd  Ciara McCusker, Jayden O’Neill, Lexie Bradshaw, Mabel 
Hetherington, Olivia Dickey, Sarah Armstrong, Scarlett 
Anderson, Theo Walsh

Reserve  Abigail Harvey, Antonio Guida, Cal Fallis, Ellie Henderson, Kim 
McKevlin, Kyla Johnston, Maja Doherty, Mason McKenna, 
Nathan Thompson, Sam Millar

Highly 
Commende
d 

Adele Breen, Antonio Guida, Cal Fallis, Ellie Armstrong, Elsie 
Brock, Hunter Funston, Jack Knox, Lauren Hunter, Lexie 
Bradshaw, Maisie Aiken, Mia Dolan, Nathan Thompson, Oscar 
Deward-Bratton, Ryley Hyland, Tegan Carty, Torin Fallis  

Commende
d 

Anna Surphlis, Antonio Guida, Aria Williams-Lepp, Cal Fallis, 
Cameron Durand, Chloe Armstrong, Ellie Stafford, Evie 
Loughlin, Finlay Woods, Jasmine Neal, Jessica Grey, Lexie 
Bradshaw, Lillianna Simmons, Lily Millar, Zoe Johnston

HSENI COMPETITION
Isabella Crozier P4 and Lexie Bradshaw P5 have won with their entries in 
the HSENI ‘Avoid Harm on the Farm’ 2024 calendar competition. Isabella’s
picture will be in July and Lexie’s in December. They have won a £50 
One4all voucher each. Well done girls. 

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS
Kim McKevlin and Willow Sloane have been busy representing school at 
equestrian events lately. Thank you girls and good luck for your event this
week. 

MUSIC THERAPIST 
As our Extended Schools funding has been cut we are unable to pay our 
Music therapist, Ann Marie after the middle of this month. We would like 
to thank Ann Marie for her patience, expertise and professionalism in 
dealing with the many children and parents, she encountered during her 
time here. We remain hopeful, that we may be able to fund this service 
again in the future. 

PARENTS’ MEETINGS
Parents  meetings  will  take  place  next  week  (9th-13th)  for  P1  and  P7.
Meetings for P2-P6 will take place during the week of 13th-17th November.
Meetings will  be via  video call.  Further information and a   help sheet



explaining how to log in to book your meeting will be distributed prior to
booking times opening. 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Family and Individual school photographs are scheduled for Monday 23rd  
October. Please complete the google form indicating your photo 
preferences by completing the google form via the link at the end of this 
newsletter.
Families who would like to bring children in from home are welcome to 
come between 9a.m. and 9.20a.m. Photographer - Trevor Lucy. Please 
note, if we do not receive a response, your child will not have 
their photograph taken. 

CASH FOR CLOBBER
We are having a clothes collection in school on 16th November.  Please 
send unwanted clothes, paired shoes, bags etc. to school on Wednesday 
15th or by 8.30 a.m. on Thursday 16th. Please put in strong bin bags and 
leave in foyer (NOT OUTSIDE especially if wet.) By donating your 
unwanted items it raises additional funds for school and helps with our 
Eco-School targets.

REMINDER FOR HOMETIME
When collecting your children, please remember if you want to get out of 
your car you MUST park in the car park- otherwise stay in the queue, wait 
and your child will come to you as you reach the designated collection 
point. 
P3-P7 parents if you walk to school or have parked and walked, please 
wait on the footpath on the hill just up from the carpark not at the front 
door, to give clear visibility for staff and for safeguarding reasons. Thank 
you.  

PTA
The wheelie run, tractor run and raffle to raise funds for Air Ambulance NI 
and our school was a huge success. The PTA will be in touch soon when all
expenses have been paid, but I just want to say a sincere thank you to all 
families who sold tickets and came along on the day to support the event. 
Thanks too, to the parents who supported the event in any way- chasing 
sponsorship, selling tickets, making tea, parking cars and lots more, and 
Nicholas and Tanya Thompson who had the initial idea and took the lead. 
Thanks too to the staff team, including husbands and the kitchen staff 
who certainly lived up to the school motto, “never settle for less than your
best”. 
We are also indebted to the local businesses for their sponsorship/raffle
prizes. 
Thank you all very much. 

HALLOWE’EN HOLIDAYS
The school kitchen are having a harvest lunch on the last day before the 
Hallowe’en holidays – Friday 27th October 2023. 
Homemade vegetable soup, hot dogs, mashed potato or chips, 
Brownies and milk shake



Pupils will finish school after lunch on Friday 27th October to allow for staff
training on child protection and safeguarding. 
1.15 - P1-P3 and their siblings go home
1.30 - P4-7
School will be closed for pupils from Monday 31st October – Friday 4th  
November inclusive. 

Keep safe and enjoy the Hallowe’en festivities. 

The link for completing the proformas is as follows:
https://forms.gle/GmkLhRqAF3H4n7VG6
If you have any queries about this newsletter, please email me 
eread214@c2kni.net and I will do my best to help.

Yours sincerely,

JE Read (Mrs)
(Principal)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
ASC AFTER SCHOOL CLUB        SDD STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY – 
STAFF ONLY AT SCHOOL                      UPDATES WILL FOLLOW EACH 
MONTH

OCTOBER
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
2
ASC 
COOKERY P5
P4 Visit 
Irvinestown 
library 

3
ASC SOCCER 
P6/7
P5 Visit 
Library

4
ASC 
KNITTING 
P6/7

IFA Soccer 
Y3/4

5
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

6
Victorian 
workshop P7
P6 
Assembly
PE 
programme 
P1-P7

Parents Meetings Y1&7     9th – 13th P1 & P7
Health Week 9th – 13th 

9 10 11 12 13

https://forms.gle/GmkLhRqAF3H4n7VG6


ASC 
COOKERY P5

ASC SOCCER 
P6/7
Staying 
healthy P1-
P7 – nurse 
talk

ASC 
KNITTING 
P6/7

IFA Soccer 
Y3/4
 

Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

Year 3 
assembly
PE 
programme 
P1-P7

MATHS WEEK 16-20TH

16
ASC 
COOKERY P5

17
ASC SOCCER 
P6/7

18
ASC 
KNITTING 
P6/7
IFA Soccer 
Y3/4

19
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

20
PE 
programme 
P1-P7
Year 5 
Assembly

23
ASC 
COOKERY P6
Trevor Lucy -
photographs

24
ASC SOCCER 
P6/7

25
ASC 
KNITTING 
P6/7

 

26
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

27
Harvest 
lunch
PE 
programme 
P1-P7
Year 2 
Assembly
EARLY 
CLOSING

30
HOLIDAY

31
HOLIDAY

NOVEMBER
 1

HOLIDAY
2
SDD STAFF 
ONLY

3
SDD STAFF 
ONLY

6
ASC 
COOKERY P6

7
ASC SOCCER 
P4/5
Flu jab

8
ASC KNITTING
P4/5

9
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-4
Image 
Musical 
theatre – 
The selfish 
giant 
P1-7
NB Y1 later 
pick up time

10
PE 
programme 
P1-P7
11th SEAG 1

Year 4 
assembly

Anti-bullying week 13-17
13-17 Parent Teacher Meetings P2-P6

13
ASC 
COOKERY P6

14
ASC SOCCER 
P4/5
Amazing 
Journeys – SU 

15
ASC KNITTING
P4/5

16
CASH FOR 
CLOBBER 
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

17
PE 
programme 
P1-P7
Year 7 
assembly

20
ASC 
COOKERY P7

21
ASC SOCCER 
P4/5

22
ASC KNITTING
P4/5

23
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

24
PE 
programme 
P1-P7



 
Year 1 
assembly
25TH SEAG 
2

27
ASC 
COOKERY P7

28
ASC SOCCER 
P4/5

29
ASC KNITTING
P4/5

30
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

DECEMBER
1
PE 
programme 
P1-P7

4
ASC 
COOKERY P7

5
ASC SOCCER
P4/5
Millennium 
Forum KS2

6
ASC KNITTING
P4/5

7
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-4
P7 

8
PE 
programme 
P1-P7

11 12
Christmas 
show – a.m. 
P1-P4

13
Christmas 
show – p.m. 
P1-P4

14
Musical 
Pathways 
P1-P4

15
PE 
programme 
P1-P7

18 19
P5-P7 CAROL
SERVICE 
p.m.

20 21
LAST DAY OF
TERM! 
EARLY 
CLOSING
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