[bstock Junior School

September Newsletter

Welcome to our first newsletter of the new academic year. These are published monthly and we try
to include information about what your child has been and will be learning, as well as key dates and
reminders. You can also check our website for curriculum plans and essential information. (https://
www.ibstockjuniorschool.co.uk.) It has been lovely to be back at school this month. Year 3 have set-
tled in incredibly quickly and each class enjoyed celebrating their chosen theme on dress-up day; so
did many of their teachers! We are looking forwards to seemg many of our families next week durmg
our open afternoons. Thank you for your continu- = !

ing support. Thanks also to those that completed
the survey we sent out before the summer break.
One of the areas that we would like to improve
based on the feedback given in the survey, is pa-
rental communication. We have already begun
work on that and launched our new Communica-
tion Flowchart (see back page). Please remember
if you have a message for a teacher, either speak
to them on the playground or email:

Messages4teachers@ibstock.leics.sch.uk as this is
the only way we can ensure that a teacher re-
sponds within 48 working hours.

Year 6 got off to an exciting, if somewhat gory start to their first topic - Blood Heart. The children
dissected sheep' hearts (they are similar in size and structure to a human heart) in their first topic
lesson; as well as being wowed, the pupils gained first hand knowledge of the structure of the
heart. This understanding will underpin our subsequent learning about the circulatory system, in-
cluding positive and negative lifestyle choices that can impact our heart health, such as the effects
of exercise and how to prepare and cook healthy meals. We will also be lookmg at significant, black
> S g artists during this block and replicating their techniques to
“1 produce a piece of art in our Trailblazers art unit. In compu-
1 ting, we will explore online safety and how to avoid phishing
. scams. In English, we are currently practising our writing to
= inform skills in an explanation text and will also complete a
biography and a play script . In maths, we have enjoyed
learning about position and direction, where we have used
=/ our knowledge of coordinates to annihilate each other’s fleet
0 in battleships. We will be moving onto place value, whilst
| developing our arithmetic skills. We hope you will be able to
N join us for our open afternoon next week.

It has been a very busy start to the year in Year 4/5! We have spent lots of time getting to know
each other, settling in to our new classes and we are now diving-head first into our learning. This
block, our topic is Stargazers and it began with a fantastic visit from the National Space Centre,
who taught us about the Sun, Earth and Moon. In writing,
we have used our new knowledge of space to write a non
chronological report about the International Space Sta- .
tion and how the astronauts live, work and even go to 29
the toilet, whilst orbiting the Earth. In maths, we have ]
explored the place value of numbers, ranging from 1000 ™ .. .
to 100,000. We can now read and write and numbers, as
well as explain the value of any given digit. We are look-
ing forward to welcoming our parents and carers to our
open afternoon, discovering more about space and the
astronomers who studied the universe and using rounding
to estimate the answers to new calculations.
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Year 3 have had a great first few weeks at junior school and seem to be settling in
well! We have already been doing lots of practical learning, including designing, cook-
ing, and EATING our own healthy tacos. In English, the children have been impressing
us with their handwriting and sentences. We have been using colourful semantics to
look at the different parts of a sentence to ensure that we become brilliant writers. In
maths, we have been building our knowledge of place value and the children have been

amazing us with their presentation.

Important: please can all parents update their children's details using the Arbor app. Please refer to the email
from the office that shows how to add contacts, medical issues, allergy information and dietary requirements.

A.C.E Pupil!

dren’s out of school achievements.

Sophie in Year 6 went a special Q&A event Our homework
with her favourite author A.F Steadman who club runs every
has written the Skandar series. She managed Tuesday

Homework Club

to ask a question, receive a personal signed lunchtime. This ‘
/ book and have a photo with the author. Please | |is a drop-in session where a teacher is availa-
' do send us information regarding your chil- ble. Children can complete homework and ask

for help if it is needed.

Resilience

This month, children have been
learning about and being re-
warded for their resilence.

Some children who show this will
be awarded certificates in our
C.O.L.A (Celebration of Learning ;\\W
Award) Assembly later this block

and your child may have received an ACE golden slip
for this too. We studied the life of Alex Warren, a
singer and songwriter who has been extremely suc-
cessful, despite his difficult start in life.

On the survey we sent out in summer, some
parents were unaware who our school
SENDCo is. This is Mrs Lewin, who works in
school on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day. There is lots of information regarding
our provision at https://
www.ibstockjuniorschool.co.uk/parents/
send-information

If you have concerns that you would like to discuss regard-
ing your child’s needs, please email Mrs Lewin at
SENAdmin@ibstock. leics.sch.uk.

PE information

Your child will be taking part in PE on the following
days:

Year 3 - Mon & Weds

Year 4/5 (Artists, Farmers, Scientists Tue & Fri
Year 4/5 (Archaeologists & Mechanics) Tues & Thur
Year 6 - Wed & Fri

On your child’s PE day, please send them in wearing
their PE kit which includes the school hoody. If it is
a cold day, we advise that they wear suitable dark
tracksuit bottoms or leggings. If your child doesn't
currently have dark trousers, please purchase some
as soon as possible. Your child will also need to
bring a pair of shoes that they can change into after
PE.

If your child wears earrings he/she should remove
them, store them and put them in either after the
session, or at home. Please help your children prac-
tise this if need be and bring in a sealed container
for their earrings to be kept in. Please note we do
not allow children to use tape to cover earrings.

General Information

Reading: children have reading lessons every day and adults
listen to them read according to our school policies. Unlike
St Denys, adults won’t be recording this information in dia-
ries. This does not mean we aren't helping or supporting
children with reading. Please encourage all children to read
as part of their weekly homework.

Free School Meals - if you think your child may be eligible
for Free School meals please call the Free School Meal team
on 0116 305 5417. They can confirm if you are eligible in a
quick phone call, you will need your National Insurance
number when you call. New year 3 children are not auto-
matically entitled to Free School Meals.

Uniform - we have a number of preloved items (for free) in
school if you need anything. Please remember to label your
child's uniform with their name.

We have updated our timing for returning to school after
sickness - your child can now return to school after 24 hrs -
not 48 hrs ( if they are well enough!)

Please always send children in with an outdoor coat!
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| Family Communication Flow Chart |

1. Informing school of 2. SEND enquiry | 3. Absence request | 4. Sharing information with teachers 5. Genleral enquiry -di‘FFerept
child’s sickness absence (including time-critical information) e.g. c?llectlon arrangements, t_np,s,
- a bereavement in the family dinners, Arbor queries, child’s
T achievements, dates of events

]

Is the information on the \Vi
school website? (SEND offer)

] Can the information be quickly Please check monthly newslet-
https:// . communicated on the play- ters, Instagram and website but
www .ibstockjuniorschool.co. ground (less than 5 minutes)? i c:u By s ——
uk/parents/send-formation you query,

email below. Please state full

name, class and reason.

|Y;es| No, or not dropping
child off
Call or email the school Complete an absence form
office as soon as possible found here: office@ibstock.leics. sch. uk
(email below). https://
(please note phones will Follow guidance Contact Mrs www.ibstockjuniorschool.co.u
not be answered between available. Contact | | Lewin, our k/parents/leave-of-absence- _ - _
8:30-9:30am). Please state SENDCo if advice SENDCo, using requests Speal;fto Use email below: Important information
full name, class and rea- does not resolve, the email — bestt\ieen This message will be Pleaze remember that our focus iz
son. X i send query to address. N d checked by a member on education and wellbeing.
You can leave a voicemail email below. . e E of staff daily, before
at any time. You f""" S:l:o on th: Fosm. et o e given In an emergency, you can contact
receive a roun: o 21 1s i .
We will only call back if we o reply within 3 playgl to/read by your child’s the office on 01530 260481
need more information. working days teacher that day. Please note, phones are not
—please note ; answered routinely and NEVER
our SENDCo g:;;t::sti:kw}:lf ap- between 8:30-9:30, as this time is
works on a licabl ithin 48 used to concentrate on attend-
Tues, Weds 2 1?.:- e}h\:.l iy ance and safety processes.
and 1,'hursday working hours (8:30 -5
Please include- and not at weekends) Emails are always the most
child’s class in It would be helpful if effective form of communication.
the subject you can add_the name If you require the support of a
of the class in the sub- member of senior leadership
i ject_hne and albnef team, please contact the office,
T outline of the issue. who will redirect the email to
| them. Please ensure you include
\/ a brief outline of the issue in your
V email and child’s elass name.
ice®@i i in@j i ice@ibstock. leics.sch.u essapesdteachers@ibstock. leics.sch.ul
sffice@ibstock leiceschuk | | SENAmin@ibstock.leics.sch.uk sffice@ibstock.leics.sch.uk Messagesdteachers@ibstock.leics.sch.uk
. 3
4 ks
everyone | Northwest
ACTIVE LE]S??F%‘[ERWE Students receive free unlimited usage of the Children who receive Free School Di d ions includ

following at Coalville & Ashby Leisure Centres: Meals (FSM) also qualify for « Tayplay Holiday Activities

- Indoor Pools & Outdoor Pool (Re-introduced) Holiday Activities & Food (HAF) - Tayplay Skating Sessions
memberships which includes: . EA Badminton Club

*  Pool Inflatable Sessions
«  Court Bookings Q8 *  Gym & Swim Membership «  EA Junior Volleyball Club
+  Gym *  Climbing & Swim Membership

+ Children who receive Pupil Premium (PP).

- e e Pt et JIREYEIINY R

Sign up will be via the new Club ActivB A5 leaflet
which will be given to schools to give out to

children/ parents who receive FSM/ PP.
Information is secured through

Leicestershire County Council data, _

additionally this will be checked by Schools can also request bespoke,/ specific membership to the scheme for students who do

participating schools te ensure children not qualify, but the school believes are suitable for membership. These requests will be

are in receipt of FSM and PP, reviewed and assessed by Everyone Active, with communication of outcome subsequently
advised.

*  Children on Free School Meals (FSM)




L. Dates for the Diary — new additions in red

22/09/25 Open Afternoon — 4/5

23/09/25 Open Afternoon — 4/5

24/09/25 Open Afternoons — ¥1.3

25/09/25 Open Afternoon — ¥r &
6,/10/25 — 08/10/2 Year 6 Residential

02/10/25 Year 3 Falconry in school

14/10/25 Parents' Evening

16/10/25 Parents’ Evening

17/10/25 INSET

29/10/25 Halloween Disco

03/11/25 Year 6 Trip to BRAWDAnQL

21/11/25 Dress down day

26/11/25 Chocolate Bingo
9/12/25-12/12/25 Book Fair in school

10/12/25 Year 4 & 5 5inging

11/12/25 Year 3 & 6 Singing

12/12/25 Mid-year repaorts to parents

18/12/25 Christmas Disco

05,/01/26 INSET

27/01/26 Young Voices Concert

02/03/26 Parents’ evening

03/03/26 Year 6 trip to Warning Zone

04/03/26 Parents' evening - also dress downpday

06/03/26 World Book day (for 115)

11/03/26 Chocolate Bingo

11/03/26 Year 3 trip to Botanical Gardens

24/03/26 Easter Disco

30/4/26 Year 4 overnight residentia

11/05/26 SATS week

20/05/26 Sports’ Morning

23/06/26 Summer Fair

30/06/26 Summer Disco

02/07/26 Transition Day

6/07/26 ACE Assemblies

6/07/26 Year 6 Leaving Do

9/07/26 Leavers Assemblies

10/07/26 INSET




