
Christ Church CE (VA) Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

Headteacher Update 

As always, we’ve been busy in school with lots of amazing things going on! 

We had our first visit this year from Dave who led our Skip 2B Fit sessions 
with his usual enthusiasm and energy which helped us all keep going and 
work hard. He will be back after Christmas but in the meantime… let’s keep 
skipping!  

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our coffee morning for Mac-
millan and our Art Open afternoon. It was lovely to see so many parents and 
carers in school and the classrooms were packed for the art afternoons. Thank 
you to all the parents who got stuck in and were creative alongside the chil-
dren - clearly we have lots of talented families, judging from the artwork that 
was produced! 

We have now appointed our new School Councillors for this year, who have 
been presented with their badge and certificate of congratulations. I am sure 
they will all do an amazing job at representing their classes and being a voice 
for their peers who have voted them in. Well done.  

SPRING TERM                                        Friday 3rd October 2025 

Upcoming Dates: 

• 16.10.25 Harvest Festival service in  

church 9:30am 

• 22.10.25 Y6 Height and Weight 

checks 

• 24.10.25 School closes for half term 

• 3.11.25 School re-opens  

Photo Wall 

 

Attendance  

National Attendance Target = 96% 

Well done everyone!!  

Superb attendance. 

Class  Attendance % Number of lates 
(after 9.00am) 

Maples 97.6 1 

Chestnuts  96.7 1 

Sycamores  96.0 0 

Whole 
School 

96.8 2 

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

 

Well done this week to our  
Headteacher’s Award winner this week! 

 

James 
Brook 

 

 

 

Thank you for everything you have 
done to earn the HT Award this week! 









Year 3 Mornings: 
 What a fantastic 2 weeks we’ve had in class! Here's a little look at what we’ve been busy learning! 

In Literacy, we explored the story of Hansel and Gretel by Anthony Browne. We focused on setting descriptions and learned how 
to use prepositions to make our writing more vivid and descriptive. The children created some fantastic pieces, imagining the 
dark, twisted forest. We then worked on short narrative retells, using our own words to retell the story with detail and creativity. 
The children are becoming such confident storytellers! In Maths, we began our work on addition and subtraction, using our place 
value knowledge to support us. We tackled the challenge of crossing 10s and 100s, which was tricky at first, but everyone 
showed brilliant perseverance. We’re so proud of how the children are building their resilience and applying their understanding 
to solve problems. In RE, our focus was on the Bible. We talked about how it can be viewed as a book of guidelines or a manual 
from God to help people live their lives. The children had thoughtful discussions and asked great questions, showing maturity 
and respect for what people believe.  
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                         Maples 
In Art, we were inspired by the abstract works of Joan Miró and Wassily Kandinsky. We continued to 
learn about the key features of abstract art and explored how artists use shapes, lines, and colours 
to express feelings and ideas. The highlight was creating our very own 3D sculptures, taking inspira-
tion from Miró’s playful and imaginative style. The classroom is now full of colourful, eye-catching 
creations!  

We participated in Skip2BFit last week and it was amazing to see the children really push themselves at every station, making 
sure they gave the session their all whilst displaying excellent teamwork and friendship.  

Please could we ask that you try to read with your child on an evening, it really does help them with all aspects of learning. As 
always, thank you for your continued support. Miss Larkin and Mrs Mudd.  

Year 4 Mornings: 
 Our writing has been inspired by the beautiful picture book Float by Daniel Miyares. The children have been working hard to 
craft vivid setting descriptions using a range of figurative language, including similes and personification. They’ve also explored 
how to use dialogue and “show, don’t tell” techniques to bring their sentences to life and deepen the reader’s understanding of 
character emotions. 

We’ve now begun a new writing unit based on Disney’s short animation Feast. The children are building effective sentences and 
developing their narrative skills as they work towards retelling the story from a unique perspective. It’s been a brilliant way to 
explore character development and emotional storytelling. 
In RE, we’ve been studying religious artwork, focusing on pieces by Verrocchio and Bonnell that depict the Baptism of Jesus. The 
children reflected on how these artworks represent the Trinity and then created their own visual interpretations of the Baptism 
Story. Their thoughtful and expressive pieces show a growing understanding of Christian beliefs and symbolism. 
In our Fundamentals PE unit, we’ve been developing skills in attacking and defending within team games. The children have 
shown great enthusiasm and teamwork as they learn how to find space, evade a marker and pass and move. 

                                             Sycamores: 
We have had another busy but very productive week in Sycamores. In literacy we have started our 
new book ' The Firework Maker's Daughter'. We started by researching what life was like in ancient 
China, especially for girls, as this is where our story is set. We had a look at images of an ancient Chi-
nese village and we used these to create a word bank which we then used to write a setting descrip-
tion. In Maths, we have been focusing on division. Children revised  short division  (Bus Stop method) 
and then we had a go at long division. This is a new method for children and it can be a little bit tricky 

to start with, however, they all worked very hard and gave it a good go. We are very impressed at how well they have coped with 
it and we will carry on doing some work on it for the next few weeks to consolidate this learning.  In Science we have continued 
to look at living things, this week, we have been sorting organisms in different groups. This week we also had the 'Get to know 
you Open Classroom' art afternoon, it was lovely to see those that could make it and as always, we are very grateful and appre-
ciative of your support. Miss Firth and Mor. 
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                         Chestnuts: 
Chestnuts are fully settled into their new routines now and it is really lovely to see such a calm 
atmosphere in the classroom. We have continued focussing on our Christian Values in Worship, 
so far, we have covered friendship, trust and wisdom and the children have offered fantastic re-
flections throughout. Our new pupil leadership responsibilities have started for some of our Year 
5 friends, who have become amazing play leaders, setting up a variety of games and ensuring 
nobody feels left out during play times. During our afternoons, we have continued to be very 
busy with music and ukuleles, swimming, PE and outdoor learning with Mrs Piggot. The children 
are receiving wonderful opportunities to learn new skills, persevere and demonstrate our Christian Values with pride and a smile 
on their face. We have had a visit from Dave at Skip 2B Fit and the children were super impressed with themselves for their excel-
lent skipping skills and their level of fitness during Box 2B Fit, everybody gave every activity 100% and looked like they were hav-
ing a brilliant time. On Thursday, we welcomed you into the classroom for our open art afternoon, and we hope you enjoyed 
getting a feel for what it is like in Chestnuts - thank you for coming in and participating. Polite reminder: it is our school expecta-
tion that children read at home for at least 15 minutes, please do try find the time to do this with your child as it is vital in their 
development of reading. If you are reading at home, please sign your child's reading record so we are aware. Thank you! - Miss 
Crawshaw, Miss Taylor and Mrs Clark 

 

CERTIFICATE WINNERS  

Y3: William & Olivia 

Y4: Charlie C & Manissa 

Y5: Edison & Charlotte 

Y6: Sienna & Eddie 

Christian Values Certificates 

Each week, we choose one person from each 
class who has exemplified one of our Christian 

Values throughout the week. 

The winners this week are: 

India-Rose 

Ellie 

  Paton 

Millicent 


