
Christ Church CE (VA) Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

Headteacher Update 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Odd Socks Day last week, we had 
some fantastic footwear that children were keen to show off! Thanks also to Luke 
from Premier League Primary Stars for the Anti-bullying and Discrimination 
workshops which were delivered to all classes.  

Everyone looked so smart for their photographs on Thursday, we hope you liked 
the pictures of your child. Details on how to order were included on the proof 
sheets sent home.  

Today we welcomed Luke Bradley from the Calderdale Music Trust who came in 
to give us an amazing guitar performance. Children learned about the history of 
the guitar then heard a range of genres of music played on it. Luke also took re-
quests and played suggestions from the children. It was a fantastic opportunity to 
hear a live musical performance and the children really enjoyed it. 

Look out for dates of Christmas events this half term. They are always on our 
newsletters; keep an eye out as more things could be added as we go along!  

Have a lovely weekend.  

AUTUMN TERM                                Friday 21st November 2025 

Upcoming Dates: 

• 10.12.25 Christmas Dinner & Jumper Day  

• 11.12.25 Maples Nativity Performance 2pm 

• 12.12.25 Christmas Fair at school 

• 15.12.25 Christmas Film Night 

• 18.12.25 Christmas Carol Service at church 

• 19.12.25 School closes for Christmas  

Photo Wall 

 

Attendance  

 

National Attendance Target = 96% 

 

Class  Attendance % Number of lates 
(after 9.00am) 

Maples 92.4 % 8 

Chestnuts  97.4 %  8 

Sycamores  97.9 % 3 

Whole 
School 

95.5 %  

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

Well done this week to our     
Headteacher’s Award winner this week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dante 

 

 

Thank you for everything you have done 
to earn the HT Award this week! 









Year 3 Mornings: 
Over the past two weeks, the children have been busy exploring new concepts, developing their skills and demonstrating excel-
lent perseverance across all subjects. In Literacy, we’ve been having fun retelling a classic fairy tale with a twist! Using ‘The True 
Story of The Three Little Pigs’ by Jon Scieszka, we explored how the wolf tells his side of the story. The children learned how to 
use similes, onomatopoeia and repetition of 3 to effectively retell the story in their own words. They also practiced writing com-
plex sentences, adding depth and detail to their retellings. The creativity and imagination shown by he children was wonderful 
and they did an excellent job of using descriptive language to bring their stories to life! In Maths, we’ve been focusing on the 3s, 
4s and 8 times tables. The children have shown incredible focus as they worked through a variety of multiplication problems and 
challenges. In RE, our focus has been on the stories of Moses and Abraha, and we have been reflecting on the significance of 
their covenants with God. We have considered what these stories teach people today and how they can help to shape faith. 
Please can we ask that you help us encourage children to read. We can’t express just how much of a difference reading even a 
page a day makes. All reading books need to come back in daily so we have chance to read with children in class too. Thank you 
for your ongoing support. Miss Larkin and Mrs Mudd.  
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                         Maples 
In the afternoons we have been busy studying all about the power struggle be-
tween Octavian, Mark Antony and Cleopatra as well as looking at the might of the 
Roman army and the tactics and equipment they used to make them so formidable. 
We have started rehearsing for our Nativity - which is going reasonably well and 
the children are sounding good singing the songs!  

Mr Dow and Mrs Mudd.  

 

 

Year 4 Mornings: 
Hello everyone, we’ve had a busy time in class recently! In English, we’ve been reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes and looking 

at how writers use imagery, onomatopoeia, repetition and questions to grab the reader’s attention. The children even wrote 

their own versions of the story’s opening, which were full of creative ideas. In maths, we’ve been focusing on multiplication and 

division, practicing times tables and exploring how the two operations are linked. In RE, we learned about the Five Pillars of Islam 

and made posters to explain what each one means. Science has been hands-on too – we carried out an experiment to find out if 

the temperature of water affects how quickly ice melts. The children made predictions, tested them and recorded their results 

like real scientists. Thanks for supporting times tables practice at home – it really helps!  

                                             Sycamores: 
We have had another fabulous week in Sycamores. In Literacy we have been looking at 
different examples of diary entries in order to find the common features of this genre as 
this will be our writing focus for the next couple of weeks. Children also made up their 
Victorian child character and wrote a character profile applying everything they have 
learnt about Victorian children, the jobs they did and the life they had. In Maths, we 

have finished our fractions unit and we have started looking at units of measure for mass, length and capacity as 
well as converting from smaller to greater units. In the afternoons we have been busy learning about Dr Barnar-
do and Lord Shaftesbury, who worked really hard to improve the working conditions for children in the Victorian 
era, and we also learnt about the laws that were put in place to protect children. In D&T we continue our work 
designing and making our slippers, with a focus on practicing sewing skills this week. In RE we have been explor-
ing the meaning of some important Sikh artefacts – The 5 Ks.  We have been looking at these symbols and learn-

ing what they represent to Sikhs. Have a lovely weekend and keep warm! Miss Mor and Miss Firth. 
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                         Chestnuts: 
In Chestnuts, we have been super busy with our learning and the children have pro-
duced fabulous work. 

During our Year 5 mornings we have explored The Highwayman, create a vivid descrip-
tion of the character and setting, before moving on to our new stimulus The Arrival by 
Shaun Tan. We have thought carefully and considerably about how it might feel to be a 
refugee undertaking a long train journey. We have used emotive language techniques to 
write a journal entry in the role of a father. In Maths, we have continued our Fractions learning, exploring ways to 
add and subtract fractions.  

In an afternoon, we collectively created our WOW Worship for this half term based on the theme ‘Growing in Learn-
ing’. In History, we have learnt about Early Roman leaders and considered the timeline of Roman Britain, whilst in 
Computing, we have evaluated online quizzes in preparation of creating our own.  

Have a lovely weekend! - Miss Crawshaw, Miss Taylor and Mrs Clark. 

 

CERTIFICATE WINNERS  

Y3: Ava and Ava 

Y4: Brody and Naveah 

Y5: Samuel and Stanley  

Y6: Millie and Mason 

Christian Values Certificates 

Each week, we choose one person from each 
class who has exemplified one of our Christian 

Values throughout the week. 

The winners this week are: 

Year 6 Designers 


