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Dear Parents/Carers
Thank you to all of our families for their support during our recent Ofsted inspection 
which took place on the 7th July 2026 -8th July 2026. This is the school’s first inspection 
using the new toolkit with revised standards. Ofsted have identified that the new grades 
cannot be directly compared with the previous grading system. A new five-point 
grading system is currently in place for performance across core strategies using the 
grades Exceptional, Strong Standard, Expected Standard, Needs Attention or Urgent 
Improvement. The Expected Standard is the new baseline benchmark indicating a 
secure, effective running school that meets all statutory requirements of education and 
care. The Strong Standard identifies that leaders are working above the standards 
expected of them. 

Ofsted has confirmed that as a school we have met our target of achieving a ‘sea of 
green’ standards and have met Expected Standards in five categories for 
Achievement, Inclusion, Leadership and governance, Attendance and behaviour, 
Curriculum and teaching, but have excelled and achieved a Strong Standard for 
Personal Development and Wellbeing. The Safeguarding Standards have also been 
met and it was identified that: ‘leaders have established an open culture in which 
safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and concerns are actively identified, acted 
upon and managed. As a result, pupils are made safer and feel safe.’

The school are proud that it has been acknowledged in our outcome report for Personal 
Development and Wellbeing that: ‘Leaders foster a caring and inclusive environment 
where children feel secure, appreciated and motivated to explore. Pastoral care is a 
strength of the setting. Staff build strong relationships with children and are highly 
responsive to their individual needs. They thrive in a nurturing environment that 
supports their personal growth and wellbeing.’
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The Leadership team were acknowledged to ‘demonstrate expertise in effective early 
years pedagogy’. It was identified that: ’Leaders have a clear and accurate 
understanding of the school’s unique context recognising both its strengths and the 
areas where further development would enhance provision.’ Leadership and 
governance of the school will now be further developing systems for recording, 
monitoring and analysing information and data including attendance and pupil progress 
data to further drive continual improvement.

Please see the attached Inspection Report for Stockingford Nursery School that is due to 
go live on Ofsted’s website imminently. The Leadership team are incredibly proud of 
the high-quality commitment and expertise from the staff team and robust partnership 
work with our families to ensure that we have ‘children at the heart’ of everything we 
do as we embed our school values of ‘nurture, inspire and grow.’

Kind Regards

Katherine King - Headteacher




















