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How to use this agreed syllabus: 12 steps 

1. Key to implementing this revised syllabus is getting to know the purpose and principal aim, p.6. If teachers are to teach RE effectively, it is 
vital that they understand what they are doing RE for. 

2. For each key stage, get to know the Programme of Study pages (EYFS p.19; KS1 p.31; KS2 p.45; KS3, p.69). These give the statutory 
requirements of the syllabus. Note that the syllabus is structured around the three aims (see p.6) and the three strands, Believing, 
Expressing and Living. The three aims form the basis of the end of key stage outcomes and the progressive ‘Learning outcomes’ in each 
unit of study. The overview of questions (p.16) shows how the key questions relate to the strands.  

3. Review the legal requirements (see p.11) and curriculum time for RE (see p.14). Are you fulfilling the legal requirements for RE for all 
pupils? Are you giving sufficient time to allow pupils to make good progress in their understanding and skills? 

4. 4. Review the religions and beliefs studied at each key stage (see p.13 for overview). Are you following the syllabus requirements? Are you 
meeting the needs of your children? 

5. The syllabus is based around a key question approach, where the questions open up the content to be studied. The syllabus gives some 
example key questions to help you to deliver the statutory Programmes of Study. All of the questions are found on p.16-17, with EYFS on 
p.22, KS1 on p.33; KS2 p.47; KS3 p.71; these are followed by detailed outlines for each question. These are not statutory, but are designed 
to support you in delivering high-quality RE that enables coherence and progression in the pupils’ learning. The key question outlines give 
structured support in terms of ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ and ‘exceeding’ learning outcomes and suggested content, to enable good planning 
and progression. 

6. Audit the topics you already cover in your existing long-term plan. There may well be overlap with your current RE, but you will still need to 
go through and adjust (or, if necessary, re-write) Schemes of Work to ensure that RE meets the principal aim, reflects the key question 
approach and secures progression in relation to the end of key stage outcomes. To this end, use the planning steps. 

7. The planning process is at the heart of the syllabus (p.34, 48, 72). The five steps are designed to help teachers make best use of the key 
questions and plan excellent RE. As a staff/department, go through the planning process, following the steps and one example of a key 
question. Note that there is flexibility in terms of choosing outcomes and content, but that all steps need to be followed. 

8. Take the opportunity of the new syllabus to audit your schemes of work to consider the styles of teaching and learning that pupils are 
encountering. Is RE engaging and encouraging enquiry? How is RE delivered? Does it link to other subjects? Is it taught in blocks or on a 
once-a-week model? What is best for learning in RE? (See Section E4 for more on this, p.110.) 

9. Work to create a coherent long-term plan to begin in September 2019. The syllabus is flexible enough to allow RE to be taught in a variety 
of ways – RE days or weeks, linking with other subjects and discretely. Ensure RE is true to the principal aim and the Programmes of Study. 

10. If you are a Special School or have significant numbers of SEND pupils, read Section C7 (p.89). There is freedom in the syllabus to adapt 
your RE to meet the needs of SEND pupils. 

11. Share the positive adaptations and changes in RE with the governing body and other interested parties. This is an ideal chance to raise the 
profile of RE. 

12. Use September 2019–July 2020 to implement the syllabus gradually. Adapt what works well and create a scheme of work that fits with your 
methods of curriculum delivery and delivers the principal aim of the syllabus. Use the year to train staff who teach RE, improve and review 
your planning and teaching.



What religions are to be taught?

This is the minimum and school may choose to go beyond the minimum.





Time for RE





Schools should choose a minimum of 3 key questions a 
year balancing between the strands. 





Languages 
Day
16.01.20

Morning – whole school assembly
- learning about the countries

Afternoon – each class create posters about their 
country to display 

in the hall

Friday Morning – Scheduled time to go into the hall 
to have a 

look at all of the posters. 
Competition for the best class?


	New RE Syllabus 2019-2024
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	What religions are to be taught?
	Slide 6
	Time for RE
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Languages Day 16.01.20

