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Spotlight On: Scientific Enquiry
This half term, our young scientists have been
developing their skiﬁls across the six key areas
of scientific enquiry: comparative and fair
testing, research, observation over time,
pattern seeking, problem solving, and
identifying, grouping and classifying. These
approaches are woven into excit'mg topics
throughout school. Our youngest pupils are
exploring freezing, floating and sinking, using
comparative tests and observation to see how
dif erent materials behave in water. Other
classes are learning about life cycles, using
research and ccrrve[:j| observation over time to
track how living things change and grow. In
Years 3 and 4, children are problem solv'mg
and carrying out fair tests as they investigate
electricity and build circuits. Higher up a'te
school, pupils are exploring the circulatory
system, using pattern seeking and research to
understand how the heart and blood vessels
work together. Across all year groups,
children are discovering that science is not
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CARBON MONOXIDE WORKSHOPS IN ROBINS AND FALCONS

This week, Robins and Falcons took part in engaging Carbon Monoxide
Safetg Workshops delivered bg The CO Crew, anational programme
designed to help children understand the dangers of carbon monoxide.
Through interactive activities, pupils learned what carbon monoxide is, how
it can be p'r"oduced in the home, and the kel:l symptoms o]c carbon monoxide
poison'mg, such as headaches, dizziness and nausea. Theg also explored
pr“actical ways to keep their homes sa]te, 'mclucl'mg check'mg applicmces,
ensuring good ventilation and knowing the importance of working CO
alams.arie sessions were fu'n, memorable and age-appropriate, el ing
pupils to become “CO-aware” and con]cident in sha'r”'mg what theg've [)ea'r'ned

with their fa'milies. Parents can f'md ]twvther“ 'mfo*rmation and resources at
thecocrew.co.uk.
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We want to keeggou in the loop about how Ofsted now looks at schools. From 10th

November 20 Ofsted stopped 9ivi'ri9 a si'ng le overall label like Outstcmcli'ng or
Good. Instead, schools 9et a'repoﬂ card that shows how we're doing in several
imporfta'nt areas, with short, explanations fo*r" each one.

What will you see on our Ofsted report card?

Sepa*r"ate grades fo'rv laeg areas (for example: Curriculum and teaching, Achievement,
Attendance and behaviour, Personal evelopment and wellbe'mg, Inclusion, and
Leadership and governance).

Safeguarding is shown simpgl as ‘met” or ‘not met.”

A short narrative explai'ning strengths and the next steps, plus some helpful context
a%out the school.

What do the new grades mean?
Each area on the report carﬂ gets one o[f five grades:
Exceptional: A'mong the very best p'r"actice nationa lg; somethi'ng others could
learn from.

¢ Strong standard: Co*risiste'ntlg excellent work that has clear impact for children.
*  Expected standard: Doing everything we should be doing, to a high standard,
dagi'n, dayout. Ofsted has been explicit that this is “a high bar.”
® Needs attention - Some things aren't yet where theg should be and are aﬁecting
children’s experience.
o Urgent improvement - Serious weaknesses that must be put right quickly.

It's also impO'r'tant to know there's no direct compa*r"ison between these new 91"ades
and the old s'mg le wo'rdjuclgements. For example, a previous an old 'good’ 9'rvacle does
not relate to a new 'expected sta'nda'r“d'; it'sa fr"esh sgstem designed to 9ive pa'r“e'nts a

clearer, fairer picture.

What will inspecto*r“s look at?

I'nspectors focus on the qualitg of education and the whole child’s experience,
including inclusion (how well we meet the needs of all pupils), behaviour and
attendance, personal development and wellbeing, achievement, and leadership. They
also take account of our context. For example, local challenges and pupil’needs, so the
pictu'rve is rounded, not 'onesize]citsa?l'.
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Whg this chcmge?
Parents told Ofsted theg wanted more detail, less shorthand. The new 'rvepowvt card

aims to be clearer, more balanced, and 9enu'mel|:] use‘[lul when gou"r"e trying to
understand how well your child’s school is do'mg and w '

ere were 'rmprov'mg next.
What this means ]cm" you and your child
If you see "Expected standard,” please know this is not "j ust okay.” It means we're
meeting all the standards schools are supposecl to meet and this standard is
'mtentionalll:] set high to make sure children get what theg need and deserve.

You mig ht see dlﬂerent 9'rvades for different areas. | hat's normal and helpful: it shows
where were st'r"ong est and where were wo*rk'mg to get even better.
If any area is “Needs attention” or “Urgent improvement,” O}sted will check back with
us sooner to make sure actions are mak'mg a iffer“ence.
It is also worth 'r“eme'mber'mg schools are complex O'r“gcmisations and an Ofsted
inspection is a 2-day ‘snapshot’ during that time where Ofsted look for professional
practice that is 'tgpical' of the school at work.

We hope this makes the new Ofsted frva'mewo'r“k clearer and 9'Lves youa 9ood sense of
what the new 'r"epor’c'mg sgstem means fO'r" you. If Eou have any questions or quer"ies,

please do contact school.

Thank you fo*r“ your continued suppoﬁ.
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Safeguarding Update

Online Kindness

This week, we are rem'md'mg pupils
about the importance of being kind
and res ectful when commlmicating
online. Whether children are sendin
messages within safe, school—approved
platfow*'ms or explor'mg online content
at home, it is important that the
understand how their words an
actions can aﬁect others. Enco urag 'mg
your child to think before theg type, to
speak up i{ something makes t?*tem
lmcomfor’ta le, and to talk to a trusted
adult when needed helps build positive
dig ital habits and keeps them safe.

A Reminder About Age-Appropriate
Online L?se
We would also like to take this
oppo*r*twnitg to remind fam'tl'tes that
many messaging apps, 9roup-chat
platf rms and social media services
have minimum agere uirements well
above pr”i'ma'r“g age. hile we know
children may sometimes encounter
these spaces at home or through older
slbl'mgs, we encourage parents to
supewise online activitg closelg and
ensure children onlg use
age-appropriate apps. Ope'n
conversations about who they can talk
to online, what to do if theg see
someth'm9 WoTT 'mg, and whg some
apps arent suitable yet can help keep
children safe, confident and
supported.

Peel Brow Primary School
Fir Street
Ramsbottom

BLO OBJ
o Qpeelbrow@vlsionmat.com

01706 823 204

School Matters!

o

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Music genre of
the half term:
Disco

Musician of the week -
Diana Ross
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25-26 Calendar Spring Term

Dates for your diary
Monday 5 January - School opens

Wednesday 7" - 9" January - Robinwood Trip
Tuesday 20™ January - Carbon Monoxide Workshop Falcons & Robins
Wednesday 4™ February - SEND Coffee & Catch Up 8.30am
Tuesday 10™ February - Year 2 Maths parent workshop 8.30am
Wednesday 11™ February - Year 1 Maths parent workshop 8.30am
Thursday 12" February - Reception Maths parent workshop 8.30am
Thursday 12* February - School Disco 4pm-5.15pm £2 entry
Friday 13" February- Last day before school closes for half term
Monday 23" February - School Re-Opens
Monday 2" March - Falcons Bikeability
Wednesday 4™ March - Class Photographs
Monday 9th March -Science Week

Wednesday 18™ March - Falcons Crucial Crew Visit

Wednesday 18" March KS2 Parent and Carer's Evening - a letter will be sent out to
book a slot to meet with your child's teacher

Friday 20™ March Non-uniform day - bring in an Easter Egg or chocolate treat in
exchange for wearing your own clothes

Wednesday 1°* April- Easter Bingo. Keep your eyes peeled for ticket sales.

Thursday 2" April - Living Our Values Above and Beyond assembly - parents of this
term's value winners to be invited.

Thursday April 2" - Last day - School Closes for Easter Holidays



