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Our Christian Values:  Trust  

Truth, Respect, Unity, Sincerity, Tolerance 

This week our focus has been on TRUST. 
  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
 
What a week! I have attended both the Local Council's scrutiny committee 
meeting on Tuesday night and again last night at the Full cabinet meeting for the 
Council where they discussed for many many hours the possible closure of 
Brading. Last night was a very very interesting meeting. They have issued a 
consultation notice for possible closure however many of the Councillors wanted 
further investigation and discussion to take place around Brading specifically. They 
have recommended that Brading will be looked at in great detail at the next full 
Council meeting in January as they felt more points needed looking at for further 
clarity.  It was so lovely to hear last night how councillors were praising us for the 
support we provide for the children and especially for those that have Special 
Educational Needs as well as how we manage our budget.  We will continue to 
fight to save Brading. I just want to thank everyone for all their support from the 
children, to staff, to Governors and finally everyone in the community who is still 
fighting so hard. I know we continue to be TEAM that TRUST each other.  

Christmas Celebrations  

This year, we are looking at Christmas differently. We are inviting you to join us on 
Friday 20th December from 9.30. We will start the morning with our Christingle 
service where each class will stay in their classrooms. This will be led by the Rev 
Bev and the PCC. After that we will then show our Christmas Play which is called 
‘Whoops-a-daisy Angel’. This is a whole school production. This will be the only 
time that we will be showing our production. Following that there will be party 
games and finally party lunch. If you would like to take your children home after 
lunch, you are more than welcome 

As the weather is now getting colder, can I remind you that the children need to 
bring a coat in to keep them warm at lunch and playtimes. 
 
Have a fabulous weekend and remember my door is always open. 
 
Mrs Gilbert 
Headteacher 
 

 

g 

Collective Worship this 
week… 

We have been continuing to 
focus on Compassion. 

 
Bible reflection 

‘When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced 

with great joy’ 
Matthew 2:10 

 

 

 

 

Friday 13th December 2024 



 

SCHOOL MENU WEEK COMMENCING 16th December 2024:   

We also offer tomato pasta as well as jacket potatoes and sandwiches with selection of fillings each day. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Macaroni Cheese 
 
Flapjack with fruit 

Fish and Chips 
 
Apple Crumble 

Christmas Lunch BBQ Chicken Pizza 
 
Raspberry Jelly 

Party Menu 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 
December 18th – Christmas Dinner 

20th – Christmas Family Activity Day, Christmas Play and Christmas Party (Adults welcome) 
20th – Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Mountbatten Hospice (Small donation, please!) 
20th – End of Autumn Term 

January  13th – Malta and Galapagos begin 10 Weeks of Swimming Lessons 



 

 

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN LEARNING ABOUT THIS WEEK 
BAHAMAS This week in Cuba and Bahamas we have enjoyed our Christmas topic. We have explored snow 

globes and made some snow of our own.  We have especially enjoyed making pictures using 
glitter. The children have explored the nativity scene made with Weetabix and farm animals, 
after reading the nativity story. 

CUBA 

HAWAII 

This week in Hawaii Class, the children have been finishing off the topics for this half term.  In 
topic, the children learnt about Viking law and punishment and we created our own courtroom.  
The children heard the crime and decided on what punishment the person should get.  The jury 
discussed then delivered their decision.  We also started making our papier mâché Viking 
helmets.  In science, the children found out how food chains were different in different habitats 
but they always started with a producer.   

ANTIGUA 

This week in Antigua, we have continued to get very excited for Christmas! We’ve been joined by 
a cheeky elf on the shelf who has been bringing magic, giggles and mischief to the classroom. We 
have been colour matching the snowman’s mittens, decorating biscuits and exploring festive 
sensory trays! 

ST LUCIA 

This week in St Lucia we have continued our Christmas theme. Our book of the week this week 
has been The Night Before Christmas. We talked about different traditions of what the children 
leave out for Santa and the reindeers, and if he comes down the chimney or he has a magic key! 
We made reindeer food for the children to explore in and take home. We made green playdough 
to make their very own Grinch! We have written our lists to Santa, they really impressed me with 
their writing! Finally, we have been keeping up with the elf's adventures too! 

MALDIVES This week in year 1 and 2 we have been doing lots of PE based around our attack and defend 
topic. We practiced our aim at targets throwing balls and practiced our knights defence skills 
climbing, balancing and jumping. We decided we would all make brilliant knights in a castle. 

NEW ZEALAND 

MALTA 

What a busy week Malta class has had! We have learnt our 8 times tables, written a Viking 
narrative and even created our own digestive systems! We have also had an RE day looking at 
Hanukkah and designed our own candles to remember loved ones, as well as our own menorah. 
The children have worked so hard this half term and should be very proud of themselves! Well 
done Malta class! 

GALAPAGOS 

What an exciting week Galapagos class had this week! We completed our RE day on Tuesday 
with Mrs Cooney exploring and learning about Hannukah. On Wednesday we became Viking 
chefs and made our own Viking Soda bread and a split pea lentil soup. Most agreed they liked 
the bread but were not keen on the soup. We are glad we don't eat like Vikings now. On 

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme 

The scheme returns this winter. An ideal opportunity for the older siblings of the children at our 
school to potentially access fun activities over the Christmas holidays. 

Free places are available for children who receive benefits-related free school meals. A small 
number of places are also available on HAF schemes for other vulnerable families. Visit the council's 
website to check eligibility criteria.  

We will have 11 providers running a variety of activities across 18 sites including: arts & crafts, horse 
riding, animal care, football, skateboarding, musical theatre, and so much more. Every programme 
offers a free nutritious meal each day. 

To find out more about local HAF schemes, please visit the IW Family Information Hub | Holiday 
Activities and Food (HAF) (iow.gov.uk), here you can search for activities and the contact details for 
all local providers on the scheme. 

If you have any questions about the HAF programme please do not hesitate in contacting them by 
emailing holidayactivities@iow.gov.uk 

 



Thursday afternoon we explored the digestive system by replicating the process in Science. We 
had great fun! 

ICELAND 
We’ve had an amazing week. We’ve been finishing off our learning about the romans and space. 
We’ve also been practicing really hard for our Christmas performance with costumes, songs and 
dancing! We can’t wait to show you! 

JAMAICA 

This week in Jamaica class, we played bench ball in P.E. In topic, we are learning about the 
Ancient Maya and looked at old ancient artefacts. On Wednesday, we started writing our final 
piece of writing for our English text driver- Tuesday. We wrote a formal complaint letter from the 
perspective of the residents living in the USA and argued that the crime had not been solved.  
Written by George (head boy) 

   

This week in Pictures: 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Card Letter Box 

The Christmas card letter box will be in the foyer from December 2nd. Children are welcome to 
post their Christmas Cards for their friends from their and others’ classes. The Year 6 elves will 

deliver them. 

Attendance 

Whole School Target: 95% 

Class 
Percentage 
Attendance 
last week  

Antigua 62 

St Lucia 40 

Bahamas 87 

Cuba 85 

Hawaii 83 

Maldives 90 

New Zealand 93 

Malta 97 

Galapagos 88 

Iceland 84 

Jamaica 90 

 

Foodbank Vouchers 

Mrs Willshire is able to issue Foodbank Vouchers to anyone who may be struggling. Please email Mrs Willshire to 
request one if required. Jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk  

mailto:Jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk


 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 


