
 
  
 

                        Brading CE (Controlled) 
                     Primary School 
 

                                                           We are a Team that Trust each other to unlock potential. 
                                                                               Tel: 01983 407217 email – admin@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

   News from Brading CE Primary School                    Headteacher: Mrs B Gilbert 
     Our Christian Values: TRUST - TRUTH, RESPECT, UNITY, SINCERITY, TOLERANCE – 

 This week our focus has been on TRUTH  

 

  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  13th March 2026                                                                                                                        
Dear Parents and Carers,     

I can’t quite believe there is only two school weeks until we break up for Easter. Which means only 10 get ups, time just seems to be running 
away from us.  

What a lovely service we have had to celebrate Mother’s Day this morning, thank you so much to everyone who came in to join us, it was lovely 
to see the children enjoying having you all come in for a special Collective Worship.  Also, a big thank you to the church for coming in and 
leading a lovely worship.   

School Visits – We have had two classes out this week. St Lucia went to Tapnell Farm on Tuesday. They all had the best time and their favourite 
part was feeding the Wallabies. Thank you to Miss Silk, Mrs Lendon, Mr Earley and Mrs Redfern for joining the children on such an amazing visit. 
Galapagos went on their Brading Roman Villa visit on Wednesday.  The children walked from school to the Villa via the Downs route which was 
exciting. They all had a great time learning key information for their topic and were amazing school ambassadors. Thank you to Miss Fuller, Miss 
Strickland, Miss Reddall and Mr Pigott for joining the children. I look forward to hearing all about the next ones. 

Red Nose Day Competitions – We will be taking part in Red Nose Day on Friday 20th of March. This week a competition sheet went home with 
the children. I am asking the children to design their very own red nose. I would love the children to be as imaginative as they can be. They could 
choose a sea themed one, a farm, different patterns or just simply a colour. Alongside this I would love the children to come up with their 
funniest joke. The winners from each class will be able to ready their jokes out in Collective Worship on that day. Please can all Red Nose Designs 
and Funniest Jokes be sent back into school by Monday 16th March. There will be prizes given to the winners of each class.   
 
Mock SATS week for year 6 

The last week of term year 6 will be sitting a mock SATS week in their classroom and with the staff they will be undertaking the SATS week.  This 
is a great way of easing them into the week so they know what to expect when the real testing takes place in May.  Mr Baker has asked that all 
children are to arrive on time for this as they will be doing revision practises before the tests begin. If anyone has any further questions please 
do not hesitate in contacting myself or Mr Baker, we are happy to help. 

SATS Week - Year 6 children will be sitting their SATS exams from Monday 11th May until Thursday 14th May. Below is a breakdown of each day. 

Monday – SPaG and Spelling 

Tuesday – Reading 

Wednesday – Arithmetic, Reasoning paper 1 

Thursday - Reasoning paper 2 

Outstanding payments - We are coming to the end of the financial year, please log on to SchoolMoney to check for any outstanding 
balances that may be due.  Please make sure that all monies owing to school are paid in full.  If your child will continue to have school 
dinners, please make sure you have put enough credit on the account to cover any future payments.  If you are experiencing financial 
difficulties, please do contact the office.  All calls will be dealt with in the strictest of confidence. 

Upcoming events – Please pop the following dates in your Diary 

• Red Nose Day (20.03.26) – Children are welcome to come dressed wearing stars and stripes. We are asking for a £1 donation from 
each child to wear MUFTI. We will be donating all money raised to the Red Nose Day Appeal.  

• Parent Session (25.03.26) 3pm – Please pop into the office to book an appointment to see your child’s teacher. For Hawaii class, we will 
contact you with another date soon for the parent/carer session.  

• Easter Service at St Marys Church 1pm start (27.03.26) – Everyone is welcome to come and join us. If you would like to walk up with 
your child to church please arrive at school for 12.30pm 

 
Have a fabulous weekend and remember my door is always open.    
 
Mrs Gilbert              
 
P.S – Please don’t forget Mrs Willshire and myself are available from 8.30am everyday if you need to discuss anything. All teaching staff are not 
available in the mornings but will be available after school only 

 

 

 

 

Collective worship this week – we have been continuing to focus on Respect 
Bible Reflection –  

Truth – Being honest 
Respect – Being Fair 
Unity – Being Friendly 
Sincerity – Being Genuine 
Tolerance – Being accepting 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Safeguarding Reminders  
 
 
Safety End of the day Pick up - We have reminded all of the children that they should stay with their adult 
when they leave. Once you have picked up your child from school please make sure that they stay with you. 
Year 5 & 6 children who leave school without an adult, please remember you are representing the school 
and to be safe at all times. All roads are dangerous and I don’t want any accidents happening, especially as 
the evenings are still quite dark. In addition, can I please remind you about parking sensibly. There are 
residents who also live along this road and we all should be considerate of this. – If your child is not 
attending their fun club, you will need to let the office know and sign them out. Children attending clubs in 
Years 5&6 still need to be collected by an adult after. Don’t forget that we need to keep the entrance of 
school clear in case the emergency services need to attend. This includes the yellow zigzag zone is strictly no 
parking.  
 

Other Reminders 
Absences/Illness - Please make sure if your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, medical appointments or any other reasons, 
you need to provide the office with a phone call, email or pop into the office (also any supporting letter you may have) on the day of the 
absence to inform them. Remember to please keep your child off of school for 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea and vomiting before 
bringing your child back into school. If we do not hear from you by 9.15am we will ring you. This is part of our duty of care and our safeguarding 
to ensure everyone is kept safe.  

 
Headlice – We have started to see a rise with Headlice in school. It is important to check your child’s hair for 
head lice. The best technique is to use a head lice comb when the hair is wet, leaving in conditioner and 
combing the hair in sections. When the hair is wet, head lice cannot move so they are easier to comb out. 
Please note that they do not jump or fly, you can only catch head lice from head to head contact. Treat 
appropriately: the wet combing technique eradicates the lice and eggs. This should be done every 3 to 4 
days over a 2-week period to break the life cycle. If you require further information please have a look at the 
following website: https://www.chc.org/how-to-treathead-lice-and-nits-successfully/ Children who become 
clear of head lice can be re-infected at school. You can help to tackle this by following good prevention, by 
being vigilant to spot any new infections or re-infections and by seeking prompt treatment if you find any 
head lice. 
 
Sharing Worship – Please remember the change in time for Sharing Worship moving forward. These will take 
place on Friday mornings from 8.35am. We will always contact you via text inviting you along if your child 
has received a certificate.  
 
Water Bottles – Please can I remind you that children should only be bringing water in with their bottles 
each morning. We have started to see a rise in squash being used.  
 
Lunch boxes/Bags – Please remember that the children can only use hard plastic lunches boxes in school. 
Please do not send your child in with a material one. Also, we cannot have rucksacks in the classrooms. 
Please send your child in with a drawstring bag or a book bag that can fit in their trays.  
 
.  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.chc.org/how-to-treathead-lice-and-nits-successfully/


 

 
 

 
 

                                                                               

 
 

 
March 
20th – Red Nose Day (wear spots and stripes) 
23rd – Mock SATS Week  
25th – Parent Sessions – Please pop into the office to book  
27th – Easter Service at St Marys Church at 1pm. 
27th – Last day of term for Easter 
 
April  
13th – First day back at school  
 
May  
11th – 14th – Yr. 6 SATS exams 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Focus 
Wraparound Care Booking – Remember that there is a new way to book Wraparound. Ideally, we will need 
a week's notice of any bookings for Wraparound. To make sure the booking is secure for wraparound, we will 
require you to send us an email and make payment on School Money. Do not assume your child has a place 
until you receive an acknowledgement from the school office. Any bookings made on school money without 
contacting the office will be invalid.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Foodbank Vouchers 
Mrs Willshire is able to issue Foodbank Vouchers to anyone who may be 

struggling. Please email Mrs Willshire to request one if required. 
Jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk  

Attendance 
Whole School Target: 95%  

Current weekly % = 86.03% 
 

Class % Last Week 

Antigua 95.7% 

St Lucia 100% 

 Cuba               88.2% 

 Hawaii 88.2% 

New Zealand 93.3% 

Galapagos 82.9% 

Jamaica 81.4% 

 



 
 

Attendance Traffic Light System 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concern 
Drastic affect on academic achievement. 

Cause for Concern 
We work with our EWS Officer who will 
conduct home visits when attendance 

becomes a concern 

Excellent attendance! 
Keep up the good work. 

We want our children at Brading CE Primary to enjoy coming to school. 

Research proves that there is a high correlation between school attendance and academic 

performance and success. 

Absence from school is often the greatest single cause of poor performance and achievement. 

Ensuring children attend school is crucial for the welfare of children and safeguarding their 

wellbeing. 

MISSING SCHOOL = MISSING OUT! 
96 – 100% attendance equates to 4- 7 days off each year   

90-95 % attendance equates to 9-20 days off each year 50-100 
lessons lost) 

90% and below equates to 20-30 school days off each year (100-
150 lessons lost) 



 
 

If you have any safeguarding concerns within the school or the  
community please see the below poster. These are our school  

Designated Safeguarding Leaders. They are always here to help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

                  

Wraparound care prices: 
 

Breakfast Club - £4 (from 7.45am) 
 

Wraparound until 4pm - £6 
Wraparound until 5pm - £8 

Wraparound until 6pm - £12 (this needs to 
be agreed by Mrs Gilbert with prior notice) 

Wrap Around number – 07864599219 
 

All to be booked via SchoolMoney 

Class emails: 
 

antigua.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
cuba.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

stlucia.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
newzealand.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
galapagos.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

jamaica.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
hawaii.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Makaton  
 

As part of our ongoing learning here at Brading 
Primary School we focus on a Makaton symbol 

every week.  
 

Here is our next Makaton sign. 

   

Coats, Hats and Scarves 
 

Now that the temperature has dropped, can you 
please ensure children have a warm, waterproof 
coat in school every day. Children can wear hats 
and gloves at break and lunch times, but scarves 
may only be worn to and from school for health 

and safety reasons. Please make sure all items are 
named to prevent them from getting lost!  

Thank you  

PE Days: 
 

Cuba - Friday 
St Lucia - Wednesday 

New Zealand - Wednesday 
Galapagos – Thursday/Friday 

Jamaica – Tuesday/Thursday 
Hawaii – Tuesday 

Children are to come in their PE kits on 
these days. 

Fun Clubs: 
 

Mon – Sports Activities at the Bay 
for Yr. 5&6 

Mon – KS1 Easter Club 
KS2 – Gardening Club 

Tues – Yr. 6 SATS BOOSTER Club  
Wednesday – Yr. 1,2&3 Sports Club 
Thursday – New Carnival Club KS 1/2  
  
  Please contact the office to book. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:antigua.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:cuba.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:stlucia.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:newzealand.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:galapagos.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:jamaica.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:hawaii.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk


 
Attendance Traffic Light System 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Concern 
Drastic affect on academic achievement. 

Cause for Concern 
We work with our EWS Officer who will 
conduct home visits when attendance 

becomes a concern 

Excellent attendance! 
Keep up the good work. 

We want our children at Brading CE Primary to enjoy coming to school. 

Research proves that there is a high correlation between school attendance and academic 

performance and success. 

Absence from school is often the greatest single cause of poor performance and achievement. 

Ensuring children attend school is crucial for the welfare of children and safeguarding their 

wellbeing. 

MISSING SCHOOL = MISSING OUT! 
96 – 100% attendance equates to 4- 7 days off each year   

90-95 % attendance equates to 9-20 days off each year 50-100 
lessons lost) 

90% and below equates to 20-30 school days off each year (100-
150 lessons lost) 



  
          
 
                SCHOOL MENU WEEK COMMENCING 16th March 2026 

 
We also offer Vegetarian options, tomato pasta as well as jacket potatoes, 

baguettes and sandwiches with a selection of fillings each day. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Macaroni 
Cheese 
 
 
 
Chocolate 
Caramel Crunch  

Pork Sausages 
 
 
 
 
Banana Flapjack    

Roast Chicken  
Roast Quorn 
 
 
 
Chocolate 
Brownie 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza 
 
 
 
Raspberry Jelly 

Fish Fingers 
Quorn 
Nuggets  
 
 
Lemon Drizzle 
Muffin 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at Brading  

ANTIGUA 

This week in Antigua we have been busy with 
science week and our farm animal theme. We 

have had lots of different art activities and 
matching games for our farm animals. We have 
had a different science experiment every day, 

we've looked at how things float and sink. How 
yeast and warmth made our bread rolls grow and 
then we enjoyed eating our rolls! We have looked 
at rain and rainbow experiments as well. We have 
still been going on our scavenger hunt, one of the 

things we looked for this week was something 
that smells, we hunted in the garden for a 

lavender bag. We then drew some lovely lavender 
pictures and finished by making some lavender 

biscuits.  

 

CUBA 

This week we have really enjoyed 
our farm topic, we have been 

reading Farmyard Jamboree and 
exploring animals. The children have 
particularly loved exploring the farm 
tray with soil and shredded wheat. 
For Science week we have explored 

floating and sinking. We have 
especially enjoyed tracing over 

patterns with chalks outside 
 

 

ST LUCIA 

This week in St Lucia class we had a super exciting trip to Tapnell Farm for our farm topic. 
We were very lucky and were able to feed the wallabies from our hands and helped to make 
some parts for Tapnell's new bug hotel which we will be able to go back and see when it is 
finished. The grown-ups were so impressed with how well the children behaved all day and 

the amazing questions they asked about the animals.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Week at Brading  

NEW ZEALAND  

This week we have been looking at 
expanded noun phrases and writing our 
own Jack and the Beanstalk stories. In 

maths, we have been looking at division 
and how multiplication is the inverse 

operation. In science, we sorted plants by 
their leaves and put them into evergreen 

and deciduous trees. It has also been 
science week so our curiosity question 
was to find out whether toast always 
lands butter side down. In PSHE, we 

discussed our needs. 

 

GALAPAGOS 

. 
This week Galapagos have been very busy! We 
started the week completing an investigation 

into how mirrors reflect light. We explored 
kaleidoscopes, high visibility materials and used 
mirrors to reflect light in different directions. In 

Topic this week we explored the discovery of 
Tutankhamun by Howard Carter. The children 

then designed their own masks of Tutankhamun. 
We then had our school trip to the Roman Villa, 

where the children had a go at being 
archaeologists and digging up artefacts from the 
past. Finally, we completed our investigation for 
science week, exploring the question can we tell 

a sharks age by their length? Have a great 
weekend! 

JAMAICA 

 

This week in Jamaica class, we have been 
studying music throughout the decades in 
the 20th century. We looked at different 
types of media throughout time and even 
had a go at using a record player (thanks 
to Mrs Cooney!) We created a poster to 
show the advances in music, and looked 
at some live performances throughout 

history which changed the music industry. 
In English, we have been busy drafting a 

recount, with a specific focus on dialogue 
and how we can integrate this into our 

work.  

HAWAII 

 
This week in art the children are continuing with 

the next step which is to papier-mâché their 
sarcophagus ready for painting next week. In 

topic the class learnt about King Tutankhamun’s 
tomb and that it was discovered on November 
4th 1922 by Howard Carter and we also got the 
chance to make an Ancient Egypt Death Masks. 

In ICT we were learning about recolouring digital 
images. They chose a photo and then had to 
change colour, hue, brightness and shade. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class HOOKS for this Term  

ANTIGUA 

 
CUBA 

 

Chinese New Year – We have enjoyed 
tasting spring rolls and prawn 

crackers for snack. The children really 
liked noodle play and spent a long 

time exploring them.  

ST LUCIA 

 

Our topic this week has been Chinese New 
Year so we had an amazing experience 

trying a range of Chinese inspired food for 
our hook including noodles, spring rolls 

and prawn crackers.  

ANTIGUA 

 

Our topic this week has been Chinese New 
Year so we had an amazing experience 

trying a range of Chinese inspired food for 
our hook including noodles, spring rolls 

and prawn crackers.  
 

NEW ZEALAND  

 
 

Learning all about the Toys from the 
Past. 

GALAPAGOS 

 

We have been transforming the classroom 
into an ancient Egyptian tomb for the 

children to explore and discover hidden 
Egyptian Artefacts. 

JAMAICA 

 

Talking about holidays in the 20th century.  
 

We looked into Butlins holidays in the 
1950s and foreign holidays travelling by 

aeroplane in the 1980s 

HAWAII  

 

We have been transforming the sensory room into an ancient Egyptian tomb for the children 
to explore and discover hidden Egyptian Artefacts. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This week in photos 



 

 



 

Science Week 
 
This week has been British Science week based on the theme 'Curiosity - what's your question?'. We decided that each 

class would choose a question and carry out an investigation to find themselves the answer. The questions chosen 
were: 

 
Cuba - What floats? 

St Lucia - Can we paint with bubbles? 
New Zealand - Does toast always land butter side down? 

Galapagos - Can you tell a shark's age by its length? 
Jamaica - How do space engines produce enough power to boost a rocket to space? 

Hawaii - How is light reflected from mirrored surfaces? 
 
 
 

New Zealand Class have been finding out if toast 
 always falls butter side down for Science. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
St Lucia’s visit to Tapnell Farm 

 
 

 
 
 
‘Say Cheese!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The children at the Wallabies 
enclosure 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
All the children got to feed the 
Wallabies by hand 
 
 
 



 
 

Galapagos’s visit to Brading Roman Villa 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

The children were sent home with an eat them to defeat them  
pack. This is to encourage children to eat more  

vegetables. We would love it if you could get your 
children involved at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                            Friends of Brading 
If you would like to support the school and the children by arranging 

 some fun, exciting events while raising much needed funds, please  

let the office know!  Absolutely anyone who has a connection with  

Brading Primary can become a 'Friend of Brading'. Mums, Dads,  

Guardians, Carers, Grandmas, Grandads – you are all welcome 

 to join 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school nurse will be offering drop-in sessions each term bookable via school.  

The slots are for 30 minutes and these are bookable through Mrs Willshire, please 

email:  jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

Next session: This will be Nutrition sessions followed by clinic         

Date:  Wednesday 18th March 2026                     

Time: 9am – 11am 

Your school nurse can support with the following health concerns: 

Physical Health concerns related to school absences: not chronic or persistent absenteeism. 

Long term conditions e.g.  asthma, eczema, impacting on schooling. 

Support for healthy lifestyles - diet and exercise. 

Growth concerns 

Support around Sleep 

Continence i.e. night/daytime wetting, soiling, constipation 

  
 

 



 
 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 
 

The Friends of Brading - Sandown 



 

 
Please contact Mrs Willshire via email:  jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk if you 

require this service. 
 
 
 

mailto:jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk


 



  

 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 



 


