
 
  
 

                        Brading CE (Controlled) 
                     Primary School 
 

                                                           We are a Team that Trust each other to unlock potential. 
                                                                               Tel: 01983 407217 email – admin@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
 

   News from Brading CE Primary School                    Headteacher: Mrs B Gilbert 
     Our Christian Values: TRUST - TRUTH, RESPECT, UNITY, SINCERITY, TOLERANCE – 

 This week our focus has been on TOLLERANCE 

 

  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               13th February 2026                                    

Dear Parents and Carers,      

As we come to the end of our last week of term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a positive and productive time for our school 
community.  

Internet Safety Week - This week the children have enjoyed a very successful Internet Safety Week. Pupils across the school engaged thoughtfully in lessons, 
discussions and activities focusing on staying safe, responsible and respectful online. I was particularly impressed by the maturity and understanding shown by our 
pupils when talking about how they use technology and how they can support one another in making safe choices now and in the future. Thank you to our staff 
for delivering such meaningful learning and to the parents and carers for reinforcing these important messages at home. We have added the poster regarding age 
restrictions for all apps further down the newsletter. 

Live Music for our creative focus - On Monday New Zealand class travelled over to Southampton. They visited the Mayflower Studios to attend a children’s 
Concert. The children had the best time and were amazing school ambassadors. Thank you to Mrs Attwell, Mrs Powell, Mrs Larner and Mr Pigott for accompanying 
the children. They watched Southampton’s Youth Orchestra perform musical adventures. The children made birds for the finale, which they flew all the way over 
to Southampton on the ferry. The children then took part in the Firebird performance by Stravinksky.  

Parent/Carer sessions On Monday we welcomed parents and carers into school. It was lovely to see so many come to look at their children’s work they have been 
doing this term and what the children will be learning over safety week 

Performance in School - On Wednesday we had The Aurora Orchestra here to perform for the children. Along with all of the musical instruments used, their 
performance was about traveling up to the mountain and about all of the journeys they came across. The saw some water, billy goats and lots of fog. The children 
even got the chance to orchestrate the instruments themselves. They all had a great time.  

Attendance Week – The first week back we will be having our second Attendance Week here at school. The Information below is everything we will continue 
working towards throughout the remaining school year. I will be giving out prizes for Best Attendance at the end of the First week!  
 
We have been working closely with our Educational Welfare Service on attendance. As you are aware they come in regularly to monitor every child’s attendance 
at Brading and across the Island  
 
As a school we have decided moving forward we will be running attendance weeks. We would really like your support as parents/carers to help us with this to 
raise attendance during the first week and every week moving forward for the rest of the school year.  
 
To help us have that strong start together on the Spring Term we will  

• Every day your child attends school, they’ll receive a raffle ticket for a fun prize drawn at the end of the week.  

• The class with the highest attendance for the week will also get a sperate prize activity.  
 
In addition, we will be talking to the mini governors to hear their ideas on how we can make attendance even better as well as the parent/career survey which will 
go out next term on your views and feedback.  
 
Research does show that good attendance in the first week of term sets the tone for the rest of the year. Children who attend regularly right from the start are 
more likely to do well in school and feel settled and complete. Thank you for your support in this.  
 
Have a fabulous break and I will see everyone on Monday 23rd February.    
Mrs Gilbert 
Headteacher 

 
P.S – Please don’t forget Mrs Willshire and myself are available from 8.30am everyday if you need to discuss anything. 
All teaching staff are not available in the mornings but will be available after school only.  
 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collective worship this week – we have been continuing to focus on Tolerance 
Bible Reflection – Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body 

Truth – Being honest 
Respect – Being Fair 
Unity – Being Friendly 
Sincerity – Being Genuine 
Tolerance – Being accepting 

Weekly Focus 
Absences/Illness - Please make sure if your child is going to be absent from school due to illness, medical 
appointments or any other reasons, you need to provide the office with a phone call, email or pop into the office 
(also any supporting letter you may have) on the day of the absence to inform them. Remember to please keep your 
child off of school for 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea and vomiting before bringing your child back into 
school. If we do not hear from you by 9.15am we will ring you. This is part of our duty of care and our safeguarding to 
ensure everyone is kept safe.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Booking Wraparound – Remember that there is a new way to book Wraparound. Ideally, we will need 
a week's notice of any bookings for Wraparound. To make sure the booking is secure for wraparound, we 
will require you to send us an email and make payment on School Money. Do not assume your child has a 
place until you receive an acknowledgement from the school office. Any bookings made on school money 
without contacting the office will be invalid.  
 
Headlice – We have started to see a rise with Headlice in school. It is important to check your child’s hair for 
head lice. The best technique is to use a head lice comb when the hair is wet, leaving in conditioner and 
combing the hair in sections. When the hair is wet, head lice cannot move so they are easier to comb out. 
Please note that they do not jump or fly, you can only catch head lice from head to head contact. Treat 
appropriately: the wet combing technique eradicates the lice and eggs. This should be done every 3 to 4 
days over a 2-week period to break the life cycle. If you require further information please have a look at the 
following website: https://www.chc.org/how-to-treathead-lice-and-nits-successfully/ Children who become 
clear of head lice can be re-infected at school. You can help to tackle this by following good prevention, by 
being vigilant to spot any new infections or re-infections and by seeking prompt treatment if you find any 
head lice. 
 
 
Sharing Worship – Please remember the change in time for Sharing Worship moving forward. These will take 
place on Friday mornings from 8.35am. We will always contact you via text inviting you along if your child 
has received a certificate.  
 
Booking Wraparound - Going forward from today there will be a slightly different way to book Wraparound. 
Ideally, we will need a week's notice of any bookings for Wraparound. To make sure the booking is secure 
for wraparound, as from Monday 26th January, we will require you to send us an email and make payment 
on School Money. Do not assume your child has a place until you receive an acknowledgement from the 
school office. Any bookings made on school money without contacting the office will be invalid.  
 
Safety End of the day Pick up - We have reminded all of the children that they should stay with their adult 
when they leave. Once you have picked up your child from school please make sure that they stay with you. 
Year 5 & 6 children who leave school without an adult, please remember you are representing the school 
and to be safe at all times. All roads are dangerous and I don’t want any accidents happening, especially as 
the evenings are still quite dark. In addition, can I please remind you about parking sensibly. There are 
residents who also live along this road and we all should be considerate of this. – If your child is not 
attending their fun club, you will need to let the office know and sign them out. Children attending clubs in 
Years 5&6 still need to be collected by an adult after.  
 
Water Bottles – Please can I remind you that children should only be bringing water in with their bottles 
each morning. We have started to see a rise in squash being used.  
 

 
Drop off and Puick up - Can we please remind you all to keep the entrance to school clear at all times. The 
yellow Zig Zag zone is a mandatory no stopping or dropping off area 
 

 

 

 

https://www.chc.org/how-to-treathead-lice-and-nits-successfully/


 

 
 
 

 

                                                                               

 
 

 
February 
23rd – First day back at school after half term. 
23rd – Attendance Week  
23rd – Fun Clubs start this week  
 
 
March 
3rd – Cuba’s trip to Amazon World 
6th – World Book Day 
20th – Red Nose Day (wear spots and stripes) 
27th – Last day of term for Easter 

 
 
 
 

Foodbank Vouchers 
Mrs Willshire is able to issue Foodbank Vouchers to anyone who may be 

struggling. Please email Mrs Willshire to request one if required. 
Jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Whole School Target: 95%  

Current weekly % = 85.15% 
 

Class % Last Week 

Antigua 92% 

St Lucia 79.4% 

 Cuba 72% 

 Hawaii 81.8% 

New Zealand 88.3% 

Galapagos 91.7% 

Jamaica 81.4% 

 



 
Attendance Traffic Light System 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Concern 
Drastic affect on academic achievement. 

Cause for Concern 
We work with our EWS Officer who will 
conduct home visits when attendance 

becomes a concern 

Excellent attendance! 
Keep up the good work. 

We want our children at Brading CE Primary to enjoy coming to school. 

Research proves that there is a high correlation between school attendance and academic 

performance and success. 

Absence from school is often the greatest single cause of poor performance and achievement. 

Ensuring children attend school is crucial for the welfare of children and safeguarding their 

wellbeing. 

MISSING SCHOOL = MISSING OUT! 
96 – 100% attendance equates to 4- 7 days off each year   

90-95 % attendance equates to 9-20 days off each year 50-100 
lessons lost) 

90% and below equates to 20-30 school days off each year (100-
150 lessons lost) 



 
 
 

 
 

                  

Wraparound care prices: 
 

Breakfast Club - £4 (from 7.45am) 
 

Wraparound until 4pm - £6 
Wraparound until 5pm - £8 

Wraparound until 6pm - £12 (this needs to 
be agreed by Mrs Gilbert with prior notice) 

Wrap Around number – 07864599219 
 

All to be booked via SchoolMoney 

Class emails: 
 

antigua.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
cuba.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

stlucia.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
newzealand.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
galapagos.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

jamaica.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 
hawaii.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Makaton  
 

As part of our ongoing learning here at Brading 
Primary School we focus on a Makaton symbol 

every week.  
 

Here is our next Makaton sign. 

  

Coats, Hats and Scarves 
 

Now that the temperature has dropped, can you 
please ensure children have a warm, waterproof 
coat in school every day. Children can wear hats 
and gloves at break and lunch times, but scarves 
may only be worn to and from school for health 

and safety reasons. Please make sure all items are 
named to prevent them from getting lost!  

Thank you  

PE Days: 
 

Cuba - Friday 
St Lucia - Wednesday 

New Zealand - Wednesday 
Galapagos – Thursday/Friday 

Jamaica – Tuesday/Thursday 
Hawaii – Tuesday 

Children are to come in their PE kits on 
these days. 

Fun Clubs: 
 

Mon – Sports Activities at the Bay 
for Yr. 5&6 

Mon – KS1 Easter Club 
KS2 – Gardening Club 

Tues – Yr. 6 SATS BOOSTER Club  
Wednesday – Yr. 1,2&3 Sports Club  

 
Please contact the office to book. 

 
 
 
 

Jamaica – Tuesday/Thursday 

mailto:antigua.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:cuba.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:stlucia.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:newzealand.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:galapagos.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:jamaica.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
mailto:hawaii.class@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk
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Concern 
Drastic affect on academic achievement. 

Cause for Concern 
We work with our EWS Officer who will 
conduct home visits when attendance 

becomes a concern 

Excellent attendance! 
Keep up the good work. 

We want our children at Brading CE Primary to enjoy coming to school. 

Research proves that there is a high correlation between school attendance and academic 

performance and success. 

Absence from school is often the greatest single cause of poor performance and achievement. 

Ensuring children attend school is crucial for the welfare of children and safeguarding their 

wellbeing. 

MISSING SCHOOL = MISSING OUT! 
96 – 100% attendance equates to 4- 7 days off each year   

90-95 % attendance equates to 9-20 days off each year 50-100 
lessons lost) 

90% and below equates to 20-30 school days off each year (100-
150 lessons lost) 



  
         SCHOOL MENU WEEK COMMENCING 23rd February 2026 

 
We also offer Vegetarian options, tomato pasta as well as jacket potatoes, 

baguettes and sandwiches with a selection of fillings each day. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cheese and 
Tomato Pizza 
Veggie Meat 
Feats Pizza 
 
Chocolate 
Marble Cake  
 

Chicken & 
Broccoli Pasta 
Bake  
 
 
Chocolate & 
Pear Slice  

Roast Gammon  
Roast Quorn 
 
 
 
Lemon Cookie 

BBQ Chicken  
 
 
 
 
Crunchy 
Chocolate 
Moose 

Southern Fried 
Chicken 
Quorn 
Nuggets 
 
Strawberry 
Jelly  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at Brading  

ANTIGUA 

 
In Antigua this week we have been busy with our 
pancake topic, we have had tuff tray fun, pancake 

races and today we are going to eat some with 
lots of different toppings! We have also talked 

about internet safety and who we would talk to if 
something was scary to us as it was internet safety 
week. We had a really lovely treat on Wednesday, 

an orchestra came in and we really enjoyed 
listening to the music and joining in. We've had a 

very busy half term. 

 

CUBA 

 

This week in Cuba Class we have been 
celebrating Pancake Day! We have explored lots 

of fun pancaked themed topic trays, tried 
pancakes and even had a pancake themed 

bucket! In RE we have been looking at special 
people and took a trip to the church to visit 

Reverend Beverley. 

 

ST LUCIA 

This week in St Lucia class our topic has been pancakes. We decided we needed to write shopping lists for 
ingredients and then had a vote on which toppings would be best. We then used a range of toppings to put 
on our pancakes and ate them all up, they were so yummy! Then to add to our exciting week we were lucky 
enough to have a visit from a orchestra - it was absolutely amazing to see so many smiles from the children 

and so much enjoyment in one room!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Week at Brading  

NEW ZEALAND  

WOW what a busy week! On Monday, we went 
to Southampton to see the Youth Orchestra. The 

children enjoyed every moment and all were 
impeccably behaved - well done! We looked at 
'Belonging' in RE and also learned how to stay 

safe online with our safer internet week. In 
science we have been learning about day length 
and why it changes. In PSHE, we learned how to 

keep ourselves safe and healthy. In PE, we 
learned to do different rolls and the children 

showed great balance and agility. Have a well-
deserved half term, see you soon! 

 

GALAPAGOS 

. 
What a lovely last week back we have had. The 

children finished off their extreme earth topic by 
looking at tornados and we even made a tornado 

in a bottle! In science we investigated the 
permeability of soil. We also took part in an 

orchestra workshop which was fantastic and for 
internet safety day we learnt all about how to 
use AI in a safe way! Have a great half term! 

JAMAICA 

This week in Jamaica class, we have completed a 
RE day looking at rituals and the importance that 
ritual plays in Islam for those who carry out 
Wudu. On Wednesday, we had an art day. We 
looked at embellishing cans to create different 
styles using different media. This week, we have 
also had a mock SATs week. I just want to thank 
all of the children in Jamaica class for working so 
hard and making my job enjoyable! You are all 
superstars. 

 

HAWAII 

 
This week in Hawaii Class, we welcomed parents 
to share our learning about Extreme Earth.  The 
children enjoyed creating volcanoes out of Lego 

then making them 'explode' with coke and 
mentos.  We also spoke about internet safety, 

focussing on what we should and shouldn't share 
online.  The children finished their science topic 
of rocks with a final experiment by exploring soil 

y  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This week in photos 



 

 

 



 
 
 

Aurora Orchestra visit to School 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
New Zealand’s Trip to Southampton 
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Cuba’s Trip to Brading Church – St Mary’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Friends of Brading 
If you would like to support the school and the children by arranging some 

fun, exciting events while raising much needed funds, please let the office 

know!  Absolutely anyone who has a connection with Brading Primary can 

become a 'Friend of Brading'. Mums, Dads, Guardians, Carers, Grandmas, 

Grandads – you are all welcome to join 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The school nurse will be offering drop-in sessions each term bookable via school.  

The slots are for 30 minutes and these are bookable through Mrs Willshire, please 

email:  jo.willshire@bradingcepri.iow.sch.uk 

Next session: This will be Nutrition sessions followed by clinic         

Date:  Wednesday 18th March 2026                     

Time: 9am – 11am 

Your school nurse can support with the following health concerns: 

Physical Health concerns related to school absences: not chronic or persistent absenteeism. 

Long term conditions e.g.  asthma, eczema, impacting on schooling. 

Support for healthy lifestyles - diet and exercise. 

Growth concerns 

Support around Sleep 

Continence i.e. night/daytime wetting, soiling, constipation 

  



 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 

The Friends of Brading - Sandown 



 



  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


