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End of term Message

As we come to the end of the autumn term, | would like to take a moment to reflect on what has
been a truly briliant couple of weeks in school. The atmosphere has been filled with excitement, joy
and togetherness, making it a wonderful way to finish the term.

We have been treated to a fantastic Nativity performance, which showcased the confidence,
teamwork, singing and talent of our pupils in KS1. The EYFS Christmas sing-along was equally special,
bringing plenty of festive cheer and proud smiles all around.

In addition, pupils have enjoyed a range of festive activities including Christmas dinner, parties,
making calendars and cards, KS2 movie nights and our new end-of-term celebration assemblies.
These events do not happen without a great deal of hard work and support. Thank you to all staff for
their dedication and organisation, and to parents and carers for your continued encouragement and
involvement; it truly makes a difference. Thank you also for your kind and generous donations for our
Christmas raffle.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank parents and carers for your support during my
first term as Headteacher at Heaton Park. Your warmth, frust and partnership have been greatly
appreciated and have helped make this term such a positive and successful one.

We are incredibly proud of all our children for their enthusiasm, behaviour and effort throughout the
term. They have embraced every opportunity and helped make this such a memorable end to the
autumn term.

We wish all our families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look forward to welcoming
everyone back for the spring term on Monday 5% January, 2026.

Fundraising

Thank you also for your support with our fundraising efforts this term. In addition to raising money for
Children in Need and Save the Children, we have also raised:

£800 from our Pumpkin Parties

£1068 from our Christmas raffle.

The money will go towards improving our school library and purchasing playtime and lunchtime

resources.

Vision and Values

We have been working with our children and staff to identify what matters most to our community
and to shape our shared vision and values. We would like your opinion too. Please take two minutes
to click on the link and complete this short questionnaire.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIPQLScT w5sOPDR8ttY8nl0zstOTCil?cyWUjyVZj2IDStNge ViGw
/viewform2usp=dialog

PTA
We are excited to share our plans to set up a Parent Teacher Association (PTA) at Heaton Park. A

PTA plays an important role in strengthening the partnership between school and families and
provides valuable support for our pupils and wider school community.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1_w5sOPDR8ttY8nl0zst0TCil9cyWUjyVZj2IDStNgeVtGw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1_w5sOPDR8ttY8nl0zst0TCil9cyWUjyVZj2IDStNgeVtGw/viewform?usp=dialog

The purpose of the PTA will be to:

e Bring parents, carers and staff together

e Support school events and activities

e Help raise funds for resources and experiences that benefit our pupils

e Create further opportunities for families to be involved in school life.
We will be sharing further information next term, where everyone can learn more and help shape
how the PTA will work. Your ideas, skills and enthusiasm will be key to making this a success.
If you are interested in being involved, please look out for future information which will be sent out in
the new year.
We look forward to working together to build a strong and supportive school community.

To see photographs and information about the wonderful things we get up to in school, please follow
us on Instagram: heatonparkprimary1.

Online Safety

Parental Controls for Phones

With electronic devices on lots of children’s Christmas wish lists it is essential that devices are set up
with parental controls so your child’s online activity can be monitored and limited. You can install
parental controls on your home broadband. Most Internet-enabled devices also allow you to set
parental controls so you can manage what they can see online. For more support go to:
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/

These posters can be downloaded from the National Safety Online website alongside lots of other
useful online safety gwdes They also hove an opp for poren’rs
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https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/

The holiday seaton, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but olso presents unique sofety
challenges for children, fomilies and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling ond fomily gotherings to

managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened owareness. This
guide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain o more secure and fulfilling festive period.
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Notices in blue will be in every newsletter:

Promoting Independence Morning Organisation Matters:
To promote independence, please ensure your child has everything @ e o eae 02 et
they need for the school day-water bottle, lunch box, PE kit, glasses etc.- e e

with them when they come into school. This also makes for a calmer * Lnchbox (fneded)

* Homework or reading books
* Musical instrument

start to the day for your child. The school office is extremely busy, and A et

Name It to Keep It!

the staff do not have capacity to take forgotten items to classes. Clearty et o0 TopTiofor Parents
' Top Tip for Parents Use 3 “morning station™ at home with

Use a “morning station“at home  everything your child needs for the day.

Attendance & Punctuality

Attendance

There is an expectation that children are in school, on time, every day. If N
your child is unwell and cannot attend school, please phone the school trtd day Coumsm
office and leave a message on the absence line or speak to a member

of staff. Please make sure all non-urgent medical and dental appointments are made outside of
school hours.

We require evidence of medical appointments for every child to be able to authorise these absences.

Punctuality — Dropping off and Picking Up
The school gates open at 8.45am and are locked at 9.00am. Please ensure your child arrives on time
so that learning is not lost and for the smooth running of school.

All late children must come into school via the office, and a member of the office staff must then
escort each late pupil to their class. We do not have the capacity to do this, and it also wastes a lot
of fime. Pupils who arrive late without good reason receive a late mark or unauthorised absence, so
it is very important to ensure your child is on fime.

All late children, coming in through the school office must be accompanied by an adult, who must
sign them in on the IPAD.

After school, please be on time to collect your child as class teachers and staff have additional
responsibilities and our After School Club is at capacity and cannot accommodate additional
children. The school Attendance Champion is monitoring pupils’ punctuality and aftendance
carefully. Many thanks for your active support with this.

Kind regards,

V.

Miss R. Senior
Headteacher




