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As another week draws to a close, it is wonderful to reflect on the enthusiasm and 

positive spirit demonstrated by the children across the school. The festive season is 

certainly gathering momentum here, and it has been a very productive and exciting time 

for all our pupils. 

 
Safety and Community Spirit 

On Monday, we successfully conducted our first Safer Inside drill of the academic year. 

I am very pleased to report that the children listened to instructions beautifully and all 

procedures were followed effectively. These drills are essential for ensuring the safety of 

our entire school community, and the success of this one is a testament to the children's 

maturity and the staff's clear instruction. 

A massive thank you must go to Woodhall Estate for their generous donation of our 

beautiful Christmas tree this year. It was delivered this week, and our Year 6 children 

did a superb job of decorating it. The hall now looks incredibly festive, and it officially 

marks the start of the Christmas countdown! 

Festive Fun and Fitness 

Wednesday saw the return of our annual Santa Dash, and it was a huge success. Every 

single class took part, and it was lovely to see so many children dressed up with Santa 

hats and other festive accessories. Many children achieved the incredible feat of 

completing 11 laps of the playground, which equates to a full mile! Well done to 

everyone for embracing the challenge and showing such brilliant fitness and spirit. 

Christmas Performances Update 

The final rehearsals for next week's Christmas Performances have been taking place 

throughout this week. We are so excited for you to see the children's hard work! 

As mentioned last week, tickets were available to request. To ensure that at least one 

member of the family is able to attend each performance their child is in, we are 

allocating four tickets per child. 

We want to manage expectations regarding any extra tickets: due to the increase in our 

class sizes this year, there will be significantly fewer spare tickets available than in 

previous years. While you can still request spare tickets, we want to avoid 

disappointment. 

FOW Christmas Bazaar Today! 

We are really looking forward to the Friends of Woodhall (FOW) Christmas Bazaar 

which is taking place after school today! We hope to see many of you there to kick off 

the Christmas festivities with lots of fun, games, and stalls. 

A huge thank you to the dedicated FOW team who have worked tirelessly, with plans and 

arrangements taking place over the last few months, to make this event happen. Your 

hard work and commitment are truly appreciated. 

 
Occasional Day Remin 

   

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and families, 

We are excited to inform you that we have now officially launched our updated school website. While you will find 

all the same essential content you need, we have given the site a significant "facelift." The new design is modern, 

clean, and, most importantly, fully optimised for mobile phones. We know many of you check updates on the go, and 

this new website design ensures that menus and documents are now much easier to navigate from your handheld 

devices. 

 

One of our primary goals for the website update was to provide greater transparency regarding your child’s 

learning. We have redesigned our Curriculum page to be more user-friendly. For every subject, you will now find: 

* Clearer overviews of what is taught in each year group. 

* Key learning milestones to help you track progress. 

* Resources and website links 

Our aim is to empower you with the information needed to support your child’s academic journey at home. 

 

This is just the first phase of our website improvements. We are currently working on integrating our social media 

channels directly into the website. Soon, you will be able to see a live feed of the wonderful activities and 

achievements happening in our classrooms in real-time, all in one central location. 

I encourage you to take a few minutes this week to browse the new site and familiarise yourself with the updated 

layout.  

 

Behind the scenes, it has been a very productive week for the leadership team. Mrs Gill and I have been having 

Pupil Progress Meetings with class teachers and teaching assistants. 

These meetings are a vital part of our commitment to your child's success. They allow us to: 

* Rigorously track the progress every child is making in their core subject learning. 

* Identify specific areas where children are excelling or where they may need a boost. 

* Plan targeted support and interventions to ensure that every pupil has the resources they need to reach their 

full potential. 

We believe in keeping you closely involved in this process. Therefore, if these meetings have resulted in a change 

to your child's support plan, we will be sending letters home by the end of next week to keep you fully informed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watton at Stone Primary and Nursery School 

Newsletter 16th January 2026 

Coming Up Next week 

Creative Arts Day 
Next Wednesday (21st), are will be having a whole school Creative Arts Day.  

Our theme this year is 'The Griffle'—a mysterious fictional character. Each 

 class teacher has planned an exciting day of creative arts activities, including 

 creative writing, drama, music, art, dance, design. It is always a joy to see 

 how a single prompt can spark such diverse and wonderful ideas. 

 

You will be able to view some of the children’s work during our upcoming  

Parents’ Evenings, where each class will display some of the work produced.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to see the progression of work and imagination  

from Nursery all the way to Year 6. We hope you enjoy seeing how our children’s' skills and confidence grow 

as they move through the school. We look forward to sharing these "Griffle" creations with you soon! 

 

 
 

http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk/


 

Watton at Stone Primary and Nursery School, Rectory Lane, Watton at 

Stone, Hertford, SG14 3SG     http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk    

Headteacher: Mrs N.Etienne               Deputy Headteacher: Mrs S. Gill                      

 

 

  

 

 

Year 3 Class Assembly 
We were pleased to welcome so many Year 3 parents and families into school yesterday morning for the Year 3 

class assembly. The assembly provided an opportunity for the children to share some of the work they 

completed during the Autumn term. It is always a valuable experience for the pupils to stand in front of an 

audience and recap what they have been studying in class. 

 
The assembly touched on a wide variety of subjects from the past few months: 

History & Art: A look back at the Stone Age, including a display of the children’s cave paintings. 

Design & Technology: The children shared the results of their recent sewing projects. 

Writing & Poetry: Alongside some thoughtful poetry, the children shared their creative writing on "Dream 

Jobs." There were certainly some laughs in the hall as they described the roles of Sloth Nannies and Armpit 

Sniffers! 

Science & Geography: The pupils discussed nutrition and skeletons (Animals including Humans) and shared facts 

about the Tropical Rainforest. 

At the end of the assembly, the children had the chance to sit with their families and show their workbooks.  

Well done Year 3. 

 

Managing Children’s Digital Lives 
This week, we have shared an extremely helpful document with you called "What I wish my parents or carers 

knew...", a guide from the Children’s Commissioner. This guide is a vital resource designed to help you navigate 

the fast-changing digital world and ensure your children remain safe online. Because the guide is quite 

comprehensive, I urge you all to take the time to read it thoroughly—perhaps by tackling one section every few 

days over the next week or so. 

 

The digital landscape has changed rapidly, with the introduction of the Online Safety Act and the rise of 

Artificial Intelligence (AI). Children today often feel a "widening gap" between their online experiences and 

their parents' understanding. 

This guide is unique because it was written with direct input from teenagers. They have shared what they truly 

need from the adults in their lives: not necessarily a "friend," but a guide who can set firm, kind boundaries. 

Research shows that talking early and often is far more effective than simply confiscating devices. 

 

Summary of the Guide 

The document is broken down into several key areas to help you support your child with confidence: 

Managing Screen Time: It explains that children often feel "hooked" by design features and actually want 

rules to help them feel in control. It offers practical tips, such as keeping phones out of bedrooms and 

establishing phone-free mealtimes. 

When Bad Things Happen: This section addresses difficult topics like cyberbullying, harmful content, and 

grooming. It highlights that children often fear their parents' reactions, which stops them from asking for 

help. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): As AI is now embedded in everything, the guide helps you understand how 

children use these tools and how to teach them to be skeptical of AI-generated content. 

Practical Tools: The guide includes conversation starters to move away from "the big talk" toward casual, 

everyday check-ins. It also features a checklist of actions and an activity pack you can complete together with 

your child. 

 

Our goal is to help you "create the culture before the crisis". By staying curious and involved, you can ensure 

your child feels comfortable coming to you if anything ever goes wrong online. 

I strongly encourage you to review the electronic copy sent home this week and use it as a starting point for 

these essential conversations. 

http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk/


 

Watton at Stone Primary and Nursery School, Rectory Lane, Watton at 

Stone, Hertford, SG14 3SG     http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk    

Headteacher: Mrs N.Etienne               Deputy Headteacher: Mrs S. Gill                      

 

http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk/


 

Watton at Stone Primary and Nursery School, Rectory Lane, Watton at 

Stone, Hertford, SG14 3SG     http://www.wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk    

Headteacher: Mrs N.Etienne               Deputy Headteacher: Mrs S. Gill                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Points 

 
This week 

First place – Green House - 478 

Second place - Yellow House – 453 

Third place - Red House – 443 

Fourth place – Blue House – 405 

 

 

This term 

First place – Green House – 1,099 

Second place – Yellow House – 1,043 

Third place - Blue House – 1,022 

Fourth place - Red House – 955 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Weeks attendance % 
 

 

Wilson Class 

(Reception) 

97.1% 

Riley Class (Year 1) 83.1% 

Blake Class (Year 2) 97.6% 

Morris Class (Year 3) 98.8% 

Seurat Class (Year 4) 94.2% 

Crosby Class (Year 5) 99.6% 

Moore Class (Year 6) 96.1% 

 

Whole School Attendance this week 95.11% 

Whole School Attendance this term 96.52% 

 

 
 

Birthdays this week 
We wish these children a very happy birthday 

 

 

 

  
 

Jacey B – 11th January 

Darci T – 11th January 

Wilfred W – 11th January 

Macie C – 13th January 

Arien L – 13th January 

Jack P – 14th January 

Beatrix B – 16th January 

Looking After Our Planet 
 

This week’s assembly focused on Climate Warming 

and its impact on our planet’s wildlife. We discussed 

how rising temperatures affect the habitats of polar 

bears and giant pandas, sparking a lot of empathy 

from the children. 

 

To help minimise our impact, we have introduced new 

recycling procedures across the school which include 

separate recycling for food waste, paper/cardboard 

and plastics. We also discussed practical ways to 

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle in our daily lives. 

 

Please take a moment this weekend to talk to your 

children about what they’ve learned. Ask them: 

 How can we help protect the animals we 

talked about? 

 What items can we recycle or reuse more 

effectively at home? 

 

By working together, we can help our children see 

that small changes lead to a big difference. 
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 Great to Be Gold 

Pre 

Sch 

Bodhi - Bodhi has had a fantastic week at 

Preschool. He has settled well and has fully 

submerged himself in the Preschool learning. We 

are very proud of you Bodhi! 

 

Oliver - Oliver has been a really kind friend this 

week. He has been helping his peers if they are 

sad, and has gone out of his way to help his 

friends with finding toys. We are very proud of 

you! 

Macie - Macie has been a star this week. She has 

come to Preschool and Nursery with a smile on her 

face, and has been very creative this week. We 

are very proud of you! 

 

Everley - Has shown her caring side this week. If 

a friend has been upset she has asked if they are 

ok, and comforted them. She has also done a great 

job with sharing the toys. We are very proud of 

you! 

 

Nur Leo - for being a star this week, Leo has tried 

really hard to listen to instructions and follow 

new routines. Fantastic Leo, keep it! 

 

Matisse - for listening to adults and following 

instructions and trying really hard. Excellent 

Matisse, keep it up! 

 

Gracie - for working to the best of her ability at a 

sorting activity during her independent play. 

Excellent Gracie!  

Rec Soren - for working to the best of his ability, 

especially with his independent writing this 

week.  

 

Beatrix - for working to the best of her ability 

and showing a love of learning by continuing and 

extending her learning during CIL.  

 

Year 1 Antoine - for being an outstanding role model to 

others. 

 

George - for working to the best of his ability. 

Aurora - for showing a love of learning. 

 

Year 2 Lola - for working to the best of her ability when 

calculating with money in maths.  

 

Tiora - for being well-mannered and constantly 

making the right choices. 

 

Year 3 Arthur - always making the right choices in 

school. 

Sophia - always following the school rules. 

 

Arabella - an outstanding role model in and out of 

the classroom. 

 

Year 

4 

Amelia - for working to the best of her ability in 

all areas and producing some good pieces of 

work. 

 

Aiden - for a love of learning in all areas and 

producing some good work in Maths and English 

this week. 

 

Year 5 Erin - for always working to the best of her 

ability and for her love of learning, as well as 

creating an amazing solar system at home. 

 

Frankie - for being well mannered and his love of 

learning. 

 

Year 6 Gracie - for paying attention to all the adults and 

working to the best of her ability in all lessons. 

Logan - For showing a love of learning this week, 

really thinking about what he is learning and how 

to show what he has understood. We have seen 

some super manners from Logan this week - very 

impressed. 

Eliza - for showing a love of learning in writing and 

maths this week, really taking on board what has 

been asked of her and producing some great (and 

amusing) pieced of writing. 
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Headteacher’s Awards 

 
Each week, staff are constantly looking for children in the school who are showing awareness of one or more 

than one of our school learning values. These values will help children to become better learners as well as 

developing their relationships with others around them. Children are recognised for their achievements with 

being awarded Headteacher’s Awards.  
 

Reception:  

Lenny - for being our 'star writer' this week by taking risks with his writing and really challenging himself.  

Victoria - for having high aspirations, especially with her writing. 

Jasper - for working well with others.  

 

Year 1:  

Grace - is our ‘star writer’ this week for her excellent writing in English. 

Frankie - for showing resilience in his learning. 

Hettie - for her independent learning. 

 

Year 2:  

Oscar - for showing teamwork in PE. 

Fraser - for showing teamwork in PE. 

Zachary – is our ‘star writer’ for taking pride when using commas in his writing. 

 

Year 3:  

Lucas - for resilience in the class assembly. 

George- is our ‘star writer’ for showing independence in his writing. 

 

Year 4:  

Shiva - for working with others and showing kindness and empathy. 

Charlie and Jasper - for working well with each other in P.E, listening to instructions and being a great partner.. 

Freddie – is our ‘star writer’ for a very good piece of descriptive writing using expanded noun phrases. 

 

Year 5:  

Lillie - for having high aspirations in maths. 

Beatriz – is our ‘star writer’ for her creative writing, producing a persuasive letter. 

Izzy - for her high aspirations in P.E. 

 
 

Year 6:  

Sam B and Edie – both of them have shown kindness and great skill in working with others in maths this week, 

both always willing to coach and guide their friends, whilst maintaining high quality in their own work. 

Imogen - is our ‘star writer’ this week as she has high aspirations and really wants to make her work the best she 

can. She uses the scaffolds and word banks to help her and still goes back to edit and improve her work. 
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Dates For Your Diary 

 

Diary dates in red –new dates added this week 

 

Spring Term 

 Tuesday 20th January – Prospective Nursery Meeting (starting 

September 2026) 

 Wednesday 21st January – Creative Arts Day 

 Friday 23rd January – Heathmount KS3 pupils reading with Year 3 

children 

 Thursday 29th January 6pm – Year 6 parents SAT’s meeting  

 Wednesday 28th January – Rugby taster session workshops Years 2 – 

6 

 Friday 30th  January – Heathmount KS3 pupils reading with Year 3 

children 
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 Monday 2nd – 6th  February – Year 6 Mock SATs 

 Friday 7th February – Heathmount KS3 pupils reading with Year 3 

children 

 Tuesday 10th February – Internet Safety Day 

 Tuesday 10th February – Parents Evening 4pm – 7.30pm 

 Wednesday 11th February – Parents Evening – 3.30pm – 5.30pm  

 Monday 16th – 20th February – Half Term 

 Friday 27th February – FOW clothing collection 

 Thursday 5th March – World Book Day 

 Thursday 12th March – Sponsored Bounce 

 Friday 13th  March – Pupil Parliament Meeting 

 Monday 16th – 20th March – Assessment Week 

 Wednesday 18th March – IROCK performances for children (1.30pm) 

and parents (2.30pm) 

 Friday 20th March – Comic Relief Day 

 Tuesday 24th – 25th  March – No Pens Day/Forest School visits 

 Friday 27th March – Enterprise Day 

 Friday 27th March – End of Term 

 

Summer Term 

 Monday 13th April – Inset Day 

 Tuesday 14th  April – Back to School 

 Tuesday 14th  – 17th  April– Pupil progress meetings 

 Wednesday 29th Class Photos 

 Monday 11th – 14th May -  Key Stage 2 SATS 

 Tuesday 19th – 20th May No Pens Day/ Forest School 

 Monday 25th May – 29th May – Half Term 

 Monday 1st June – Inset Day 

 Tuesday 2nd – 5th June  Year 4 multiplication check for Year 4 

 Monday 8th – Friday 12th June – Year 1 phonics screening checks 

 Tuesday 9th June – Sports Day 1 

 Tuesday 16th June – Sports Day 2 Reserved (in case sports day 1 is 

cancelled due to the weather) 

 Friday 19th June – Watton’s Got Talent 

 Monday 22nd  - Wednesday 24th June – Hudnall Park 

 Friday 26th June – Pupil Parliament Meeting 
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 Monday 29th June – 3rd July  - Year 6 PGL 

 Monday 29th June – 3rd July – Assessment Week 

 Monday 13th July – Year 6 Dress Rehearsal 

 Tuesday 14th - 15th July – Year 6 play 

 Friday 17th  July – End of Year Reports 

 Thursday 23rd July – End of Term 
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