ST MARGARET’S

Mailine

Dear St M’s families,

Welcome back to a new school year and a very warm welcome
to all of our new families! We have had a fantastic start to the
term, with classrooms full of enthusiastic learning, happy
children and many examples of the kindness, respect and
positive attitudes that make St M's such a special place.

This week in assembly, | shared the ‘The Path’
B story with the children. This beautiful story
reminds children that our journey this year will
d be filled with both ups and downs and that we
can all focus on creating a path this year that
i® is uniquely ours to help us achieve our goals
- and ambitions. | am looking forward to seeing

all of the children’s achievements this year!

We are also delighted to begin the year with some very
exciting news regarding our inclusion provision. We have been
successful in our application to establish an Inclusion
Intervention Space (lIS), funded by the Local Authority. This is
a significant development for the school and will further
strengthen our ability to meet the needs of all learners. We will
be working alongside a group of local schools as we develop
and implement our provision, which will be led by Miss Malone,
our new SEND Specialist Teacher. We are incredibly excited
about the opportunities this will bring and look forward to
seeing the positive impact of the IIS over the coming months
as we continue to enhance our inclusive approach.

As always, we greatly value the partnership between home
and school. Working closely together with families is key to
ensuring that every child is happy, supported and able to
achieve their very best. We look forward to collaborating with
you throughout the year and celebrating the many successes
and achievements of our children.

With very best wishes for a happy and successful year ahead,
Rachel and the St M's Team
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TEACHER

You are warmly invited
into school on Monday
14th September at
3.30pm to meet your
child’s new teacher
and hear about the
year ahead! The
meetings will take
place in your child’s
new classroom.

Y6 parents - this
meeting will also
include important PGL
visit information.

We hope to see lots of
you there!

In this newsletter we
have tried to include
lots of key dates for
the year and an
enrichment calendar,
as well as the INSET
days - please do take
note of them so you
don’t mss out on
anything this year!

FOR MORE NEWS AND UPDATES FOLLOW US



https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/

11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

ST M'S BRAND NEW OUTDOOR GYM

We are delighted to share that our brand-new outdoor gym has now been installed and is
already proving a huge hit with the children! Over the past week, pupils have been
introduced to the equipment during their PE lessons and have been shown how to use each
station safely and effectively.

The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the new facilities, which will help to

promote fitness, strength, coordination and overall wellbeing. We are excited to see the
outdoor gym become a valued part of playtimes, lessons and active learning in the school.

YEAR 5 TRIP TO HERSTMONCEUX

On Wednesday, Year 5 enjoyed their first educational visit of the year. The children had a
fantastic time learning about the lunar cycle and exploring the different phases of the
moon through engaging, hands-on activities. They also thoroughly enjoyed the wWater
Works exhibit, with many describing it as "great fun!"

The children also spent time exploring the interactive playground areaq, discovering a
range of fascinating and unusual scientific exhibits. The entire trip provided an exciting
opportunity to investigate science through practical exploration, and all of the children
were fully engaged and enthusiastic throughout the day.

Violet and Aimee summed up the experience perfectly, saying, "Our class absolutely loved
it. It was a 10/10 trip!"” We couldn't ask for a better review than that!
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

THE STORY TRAIL

I am delighted to let you know that we are part of the amazing story trail launching
tomorrow across Brighton and Hove. With our partner schools in the Brighton City
Education Alliance, we have sponsored a story bench and created it. It is particularly
poignant for us as an Alliance, as Middle Street feature on our bench with us, before they
were sadly closed.

Amaze who is your local charity supporting families with disabled children, has partnered
with Wild in Art to bring you The Story Trail—a free, fun and family-friendly adventure.
Between 12th September and 8th November 2026, you can explore a city-wide gallery of
more than 30 BookBenches. Each one is an open book, designed by a talented local artist
and waiting to be discovered.

The story continues with a heartwarming collection of smaller BookBenches, lovingly
decorated by local schools and community groups, adding their own chapters to our
city’s tale. Our bench is in the JUBILEE LIBRARY.
| would encourage you all to wander through our vibrant city, pause, and take a seat.
Immerse yourself in a world of stories our community has to tell. The Book Benches are
more than just beautiful art; they are a place for us all to belong. A link to all the details
about the story trail are here:_https://amazesussex.org.uk/thestorytrail/
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

ﬂ A full list of dates are listed below, but here are the
highlights for this half term.

[

Monday 14" September - Meet The New Teacher 3:30pm classrooms
Tuesday 22" September - Flu Vaccines
Friday 25" September - Whole School Outdoor Enrichment Day
Friday 2" October - Harvest Assembly
Wednesday 14" - Friday 16™ October - Year 6 PGL Residential
Monday 19" & Wednesday 21°* October - Parents Evening

»

3"}
¥ ¥
{5 Celebrating us! %

Our learning skills winners are:

Foxes - Cy
Squirrels - Carolina
Badgers - Solenne
Otters - Isla
Woodpeckers - Connor
Owls - Amelie

HOUSEPOINT LEADERS:

SAPPHIRE
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CULTURAL CAPITAL AND ENRICHMENT AT ST MARGARET'S 2026-2027

Please find below the trips and planned events for each year group this year.

Following feedback from families, we have included indicative costs where possible so that
you have an overview of what is coming up throughout the year and can plan and budget
accordingly.

Whilst we endeavour to keep costs as accurate as possible, some prices may be subject to
change depending on provider charges, transport costs and final pupil numbers.

We hope this information helps families to plan ahead and enables all children to benefit
Year G : s : i u
F*8m the wide rdhd¥ of enriching experiencé®'We have planned for the'(&8r.
Wisit St Margaret's Church (£0) Superhero Day (£0) Middle Farm (£20)
Traffic Survey in Village
EYFS .
Thank you for your continued support.
Goldilocks walk up the lane [£0) Paradise Park [£15) King and Queen Day
Vet visit into school and to the village (£0) | Castles, Knights and Princesses Workshop
Year 1
(£3) =
RNLI (£0) Australia experience day (£0) Brighton Pavillion Trip (£20)
Year 2 _
Michelham Priory (£25) China day (£0) Pedestrian training (£0)
T Brighton Archaeologist Visit (£0) Around the World workshop (£3)
Bignor Roman Villa (£25) Climate day (£0) Swimming lessons x 10 (£65)
Let’s Dance at the Dome (£0) Ukulele lessons x 10 (£0)
Year 4 _
ROAR — Enterprise Challenge [£0]) Battle of Hastings day (£0) Roam in the Rainforest workshop (£3)
Vears Hertsmonseux Science Centre (£20) lunior Roedean Academy (£0) Chocolate Making Day
ear Bike Ability Level 1 (£0) -
Residential — PGL (£275) Safety In Action (£10) Deanery leavers Service (£0)
Year 6 Bike Ability Level 2 (£0) Antarctica Day (£0) Production
cdr Surf life-saving day (£0) =
-ips with approximate costings In school enrichment External company/visitors onsite B
LINE ALy LSS @ pig A v way g ey
Yaans Surf life-saving day (£0)
-ips with approximate costings In school enrichment External company/visitors onsite
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

AUTUMN TERM CALENDAR 2026

Please find below the Autumn Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,

unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask

that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any
updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

September 2026 October 2026 November 2026 December 2026
1 | Tu | mser 1 | Th | BlackHistory Month 1 |5u 1| Tu | Decemaas Mosth
2 We 2 Fr ‘Garm Harvest Service 2 Mo 2 We
3|Th 3 | sa 3| Tu :ﬁmm 3 | Th | TOURS:30am
4 | Fr 4 | 5u 4 | We 4 | Fr 2.30pm YE currioulem shawcase
5 | sa 5 | Mo BED 5 | sa
6 | Su 6 | Tu | Small schosl foothall tournamsent 6 | Fr 6 | Su
7 Ma 7 Wea BHCM Harwest assembly 7 Sa 7 M
2 Tu B Th B ;g 8 Tu
El We | Y5 w Herstmanitus, a9 Fr g [5]=] g We
10 | Th 10 | Sa 10 | Tw 10 [ Th 2pm K51 Nathwity
11| Fr 1 | sy 11 | We | o evocs Couney 11| | St comatacn
12 | sa 12 [ Mo 1z [ Th 12 | sa
13 | su 13 | Tu 15 | Fr 13 | su
14 | Mo | M Teacher 14 | we EEL;;;TW 14 | sa 14 | Mo
15 | Tu oy ) e . 15 | su 15 | Tu
16 | We 16 | Fr Vi Pl 16 | Mo | Asti-bullying Week 16 | We | Ximas Dinmer Day
17 | Th 17 | Sa 17 | Tu 17 | Th
18 | Fr 18 | Su 18 | We | Individual Phatas 18 | Fr
19 | sa 13 | Mo | Parems Evening 19 [ Th 19 | sa
20 | su 20 | Tu 20 | Fr 20 | su
21 | Mo 21 | We | Parents Evening 21 | sa 21 | Mo | oimsTMas Houpars
22 | Tu | Puvacdine 22 | Th 22 | su 22 | Tu
23 | we 23 | Fr 23 | Mo 23 | we
24| Th 24 | 5a 24 | Tu 24 [ Th
35 | fr | Whole School Outdoor Day 25 | su 35 [ we 25 | Fr | coristmas pay
26 | 5a 26 Mo | HALF TERM WEEK 26 | Th 26 | Sa Boxing Day
27 | su 27 | 7u 27 | Fr 27 [ su
28 | me 28 | we 28 | sa 2B | Mo | Substitute day
29 | Tu 29 | Th 29 | Su | 1*Sunday of Adwent 29 | Tu
30 | we 30 | Fr 30 | Mo | Assessment Week 30 | we

31 | sa 31| Th
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

SPRING TERM CALENDAR 2027

Please find below the Spring Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,

unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask

that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any
updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

January 2027 February 2027 March 2027
1 Fr MNew Year's Day 1 Mo Book Fair 1 Mo
2 | 5a 2 | Tu 2 | Tu
3 |su 3 | we 3 | we
4 Mo INSET 4 | Th 4 | Th
5 | Tu 5 | Fr NSPCC Number Day s | Fr
6 | we | o 6 | sa 6 |sa
7 [T 7 | 5u 7 |34
B | Fr B | Mo Assessment Week B | Mo
9 | sa 9 | Tu 9 | Tu
10 | Su 10 | We | Ash Wednesday 10 | We
11 | Mo 11 | Th 11 | Th
12 | Tu 12 | Fr 12 | Fr
13 | We 13 | Sa 13 | Sa
14 | Th 14 | Su 14 | Su
15 | Fr 15 | Mo HALF TERM WEEK 15 | Mo
16 | Sa 16 | Tu 16 | Tu
17 §H 17 | We 17 | We
18 | Mo 18 | Th 18 | Th
19 | Tu 19 | Fr 18 | Fr
20 | We 20 | Sa 20 | Sa
21 | Th 21 | Su 21 | Su
22 | Fr 22 | Mo 22 | Mo | Parents evening
23 | Sa 23 | Tu 23 | Tu
24 §‘l,ln 24 | We 24 | We | Parents evening
25 | Mo 25 [ Th 25 [ Th 9.15am Easter Service
26 | Tu 26 | Fr 26 | Fr Good Friday
27 | We 27 | Sa 27 | Sa
28 | Th 28 §Hl 28 é&
29 | Fr 29 | Mo | Easter Monday
30 | Sa 30 | Tu EASTER HOLIDAYS
31 | Su 31 | We
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

SUMMER TERM CALENDAR 2027

Please find below the Summer Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,

unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask

that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any
updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

April 2027 May 2027 June 2027 July 2027
1 |Th 1 |Sa Mental Health Awareness Month 1| Tu HALF TERM WEEK 1| Th EYFS Stay & Play
2 | Fr 2 | Su 2| We 2 | Fr
3 | Sa 3 | Mo | Early May Bank Holiday 3 |Th 3| S8
4 |su 4 | Tu 4 | Fr 4 [ su
5 | Mo 5 | We 5 | Sa 5 | Mo
6 | Tu 6 | Th Ascension Day 6 | 5u 6 | Tu
7 | We 7 | Fr 7 | Mo MTC WINDOW 7 | we
8 [ Th 8 | Sa VE Day g | Tu 8 | Th
9 | Fr 9 | Su SATS WEEK g | we 9 | Fr Reports to Parents
10 | 5a 10 | Me 10| Th 10 | Sa
11 | 5u 11 | Tu 11 | Fr 11 | Su
12 | Mo 12 | We 12 | 5a 12 | Me
15 | Tu 13 | Th 13 | Su 13 | Tu Y& Leaver's Production
14 | We 14 | Fr 14 | Mo PHOMICS WEEK 14 | We
15 | Th 15 | 5a 15 | Tw is | Th
16 | Fr 16 | Su Pentecast 16 | We | Withdean Athletics 16 | Fr YE Leavers Assembly
17 | Sa 17 | Mo 17 | Th EYFS Mew Parents Meeting 17 | sa
18 | Su 18 | Tu 18 | Fr 18 | Su
19 | Mo 19 | We 19 | Sa 19 | Mg | INSET
20 | Tu 20 | Th 20 | Su 20 | Tu INSET
21 | We 21 | Fr 21 | Me 21 | We | INSET
22 | Th 22 | Sa 22 | Tu 22 | Th SUMMER HOLIDAYS
23 | Fr 23 | Su 23 | We 23 | Fr
24 | Sa 24 | Mo 24 | Th 24 | Sa
25 | 5u 25 | Tu 25 | Fr 25 | Su
26 | Mo 26 | We 26 | 5a 26 | Mo
27 | Tu 27 | Th 27 | 5u 27 | Tu
28 | wWe 28 | Fr 28 | Mo | Asszessment Week 28 | We
29 | Th ¥d Swimming Starts 29 | Sa 29 | Tw 20 | Th
30 | Fr 30 | Su 30 | we 30 | Fr

31 | Mo | Spring Bank Holiday 31| sa
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

i I,m | School term dates 2026/27
’ .
ey St Margaret's CE Primary School
tv Council
September Cictober Mowvember December
2026 2026 2026 2026
Monday T |14 |3 | =8 5 (1213 | 26 2 3|16 | 23 | 30 14 |3 | 28
Tussday B |15 | 2| 3@ E (13 2 | 27 I (10T | 24 1 15 |2 | 3
Wiednaaday 2 9|16 23 | 3 7T |14 21|28 4 | 11| 18 | 25 2 3 |16 | 253 | 30
Thursday I |17 24 1 g |15 22|23 5|12 13| 2 T I - |
Friday 4 |11 | 18| 25 2 2| 16] 23 | 30 E |13 ] 20| 27 4N IT 25
Saturday 5|12 19] 36 0|17 24 3 T4 21| 28 |12 18| 26
Sunday 6 |13 | 20| a7 4 | 11| 18] 25 1 g |15 22|28 6 |13 |20 | a7
January February March April
2027 2027 2027 2027
Monday :F:F 1M|18| 25 1 15 | 22 1 g |14)22| 23 312115 | 2%
Tusasday 312|153 26 2 16| 23 2 3|16 23| 30 E |13 |20 | 27
Wisdnaaday E |13 | 2 | 27 3 |10 17 | 24 3 |10 |17 [ 24 | 3 T | M| | =
Thursday T |14 21| 28 4 |11 | 18| 23 4 |11 | 18R 25 | 1 | 8 |15 |2 3
Friday 1 B |15 |22 | 28 5 |12 18] 2 5 |12 |13 ] 26 2|3 |||
Satmay 2 5 |16 | Z3 | 3 B |13 | @0 | & B | 13 | 30 | 27 3 |1 T4
Sungay 3 1w |17 |24 | A T |4 2| 28 T || 2|28 4 |11 | 18 | 25
May June July August
2027 2027 2027 2027
Monday 31017 24 | A £ |28 5112 28 2 = I £ < O 1
Tuasday 4 |11 |18 | 25 1 w22 |23 E |13 v 3|10 7 | 24| A
Wielneaday 5|12 (13| 2% 2 3 % | 3| 30 T i = 28 4 |1 |18 | 25
Thursday & |13 | 20| 27 3| 1) 97 | 4 1 |15 22 | 23 3 (12113 | 28
Friday T4 | 21| 28 4 | 11| 18| 25 2| 316 23|30 & (13|20 | 27
Satunday 1 g |15 |22 29 5|12 19| 2% J|io|ir]| 22| A T2 21| 23
Sunday 2 9116 |23 | F 6 | 13| 2| 2F 4 | 11| 18| 25 1 4 |15 |2 |29
Key
| | Bank holidays (see details below) E First day of term
School holidays
IMSET day for most schools D Last day of term
[5 INSET days in total, chosen by individual schools)
Bank holidays 2026727 Humber of days (total requirement 195)
Christmas Day Fri 25 December 2026 Autummn 12 half 39
Baxing Day (substitute) Man 28 December 2028 Autumn 2® half 35
Mew Year's Day Fri 1 January 2027 Spring 1 half 30
Good Friday Fri 26 March 2027 Spring 2™ half 24
Easter Monday Maon 28 March 2027 Summer 1¥half 34
Early May Bank Holiday Man 3 May 2027 Summer 29 half 33
Spring Bank Holiday Mon 31 May 2027 TOTAL 195
Summer Bank Holiday Mon 30 August 2027 (includes 5 INSET days)
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

IMPORTANT UPDATE: CHANGES TO FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY
FROM SEPTEMBER 2026

We would like to make families aware of important changes to Free School Meal
(FSM) eligibility, which will take effect from the start of the 2026-2027 academic
year.

The government has confirmed that all children from households receiving
Universal Credit (UC) will be eligible for free school meals, regardless of income.
We want to ensure that every eligible child is registered so families receive the
support they are entitled to and the school can continue to access vital funding.

From September 2026, there will be two FSM categories

Targeted Free School Meals Extended Free School Meals
Children will qualify if their household: Children will qualify if their household:
e receives Universal Credit, and » receives Universal Credit, and
e has annual earnings of £7,400 or "« has annual earnings above £7,400

less Children in this category will receive:
Children in this category will receive: e free school meals only

e free school meals
e Pupil Premium funding for their
school
e access to the Holiday Activities and
Food (HAF) programme
e for secondary pupils, the extended - —
rights element of school travel
assistance (where applicable)

Why registering matters
your child can receive a free meal each school day
the school receives extra funding to support learning, wellbeing and enrichment
Even if your child does not usually have a school meal, registration is still very
important. Please contact the office for support in doing this.

You may be eligible if you receive:
Universal Credit, Income Support, income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance,
income-related ESA, Child Tax Credit (with an income limit), or support under the
Immigration and Asylum Act. (You do not need to be working or unemployed.)

FOR MORE NEWS AND UPDATES FOLLOW US
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11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

BHISS
Brighton and Hove
Inclusion Support Service

Autism & Language Team
Family Support Workshops

Did you know we run online and in person

workshops every term?
Some of our regular topics include...

Sensory regulation Understanding autism
Demand avoidance /autonomy seeking Masking
Post-16 Siblings
Transitions Anxiety
Communication and language strategies DLD
Understanding behaviour ... and many more!

Visit our padlet for more information about available
workshops, as well as lots of information about all
these topics.

(0):5 3_
a'*i'ﬁ'ﬁi v www.padlet.com/bhissFSW/

t‘*i

e e autismandlanguage
mefruf W / Am



11TH SEPTEMBER 2026

Club T

) ( .

Drama
Stories

Arts & Crafts
Creative Writing Recoming the charadsrs

Wednesdays
4 - 5pm
4‘ Saltdean Lido

www.storiesandstarlight.co.uk

@stories_andstarlight

im—

f /storiesandstarlightuk
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