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Dear St M’s families,
Welcome back to a new school year and a very warm welcome
to all of our new families! We have had a fantastic start to the
term, with classrooms full of enthusiastic learning, happy
children and many examples of the kindness, respect and
positive attitudes that make St M's such a special place.

                     

We are also delighted to begin the year with some very
exciting news regarding our inclusion provision. We have been
successful in our application to establish an Inclusion
Intervention Space (IIS), funded by the Local Authority. This is
a significant development for the school and will further
strengthen our ability to meet the needs of all learners. We will
be working alongside a group of local schools as we develop
and implement our provision, which will be led by Miss Malone,
our new SEND Specialist Teacher. We are incredibly excited
about the opportunities this will bring and look forward to
seeing the positive impact of the IIS over the coming months
as we continue to enhance our inclusive approach.

As always, we greatly value the partnership between home
and school. Working closely together with families is key to
ensuring that every child is happy, supported and able to
achieve their very best. We look forward to collaborating with
you throughout the year and celebrating the many successes
and achievements of our children.

With very best wishes for a happy and successful year ahead,
Rachel  and the St M's Team

You are warmly invited
into school on Monday

14th September at
3.30pm to meet your
child’s new teacher
and hear about the

year ahead! The
meetings will take

place in your child’s
new classroom.
Y6 parents - this
meeting will also

include important PGL
visit information.

We hope to see lots of
you there!

This week in assembly, I shared the ‘The Path’
story with the children. This beautiful story
reminds children that our journey this year will
be filled with both ups and downs and that we
can all focus on creating a path this year that
is uniquely ours to help us achieve our goals
and ambitions. I am looking forward to seeing
all of the children’s achievements this year!

In this newsletter we
have tried to include
lots of key dates for

the year and an
enrichment calendar,
as well as the INSET

days - please do take
note of them so you

don’t mss out on
anything this year!

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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ST M’S BRAND NEW OUTDOOR GYM

YEAR 5 TRIP TO HERSTMONCEUX

On Wednesday, Year 5 enjoyed their first educational visit of the year. The children had a
fantastic time learning about the lunar cycle and exploring the different phases of the
moon through engaging, hands-on activities. They also thoroughly enjoyed the Water
Works exhibit, with many describing it as "great fun!"

The children also spent time exploring the interactive playground area, discovering a
range of fascinating and unusual scientific exhibits. The entire trip provided an exciting
opportunity to investigate science through practical exploration, and all of the children
were fully engaged and enthusiastic throughout the day.

Violet and Aimee summed up the experience perfectly, saying, "Our class absolutely loved
it. It was a 10/10 trip!" We couldn't ask for a better review than that!

We are delighted to share that our brand-new outdoor gym has now been installed and is
already proving a huge hit with the children! Over the past week, pupils have been

introduced to the equipment during their PE lessons and have been shown how to use each
station safely and effectively. 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the new facilities, which will help to
promote fitness, strength, coordination and overall wellbeing. We are excited to see the

outdoor gym become a valued part of playtimes, lessons and active learning in the school.

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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THE STORY TRAIL

I am delighted to let you know that we are part of the amazing story trail launching
tomorrow across Brighton and Hove. With our partner schools in the Brighton City

Education Alliance, we have sponsored a story bench and created it. It is particularly
poignant for us as an Alliance, as Middle Street feature on our bench with us, before they

were sadly closed. 
Amaze who is your local charity supporting families with disabled children, has partnered
with Wild in Art to bring you The Story Trail—a free, fun and family-friendly adventure.

Between 12th September and 8th November 2026, you can explore a city-wide gallery of
more than 30 BookBenches. Each one is an open book, designed by a talented local artist

and waiting to be discovered.
The story continues with a heartwarming collection of smaller BookBenches, lovingly
decorated by local schools and community groups, adding their own chapters to our

city’s tale. Our bench is in the JUBILEE LIBRARY.
I would encourage you all to wander through our vibrant city, pause, and take a seat.

Immerse yourself in a world of stories our community has to tell. The Book Benches are
more than just beautiful art; they are a place for us all to belong. A link to all the details

about the story trail are here: https://amazesussex.org.uk/thestorytrail/

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
https://amazesussex.org.uk/thestorytrail/
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UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

A full list of dates are listed below, but here are the
highlights for this half term.

Monday 14  September - Meet The New Teacher 3:30pm classroomsth

Tuesday 22  September - Flu Vaccinesnd

Friday 25  September - Whole School Outdoor Enrichment Dayth

Friday 2  October - Harvest Assemblynd

Wednesday 14  - Friday 16  October - Year 6 PGL Residentialth th

Monday 19  & Wednesday 21  October - Parents Eveningth st

Our learning skills winners are:

Foxes - Cy
Squirrels - Carolina 
Badgers - Solenne

Otters - Isla
Woodpeckers - Connor

Owls - Amelie

HOUSEPOINT LEADERS: 

SAPPHIRE

 

Celebrating us!

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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Please find below the trips and planned events for each year group this year.

Following feedback from families, we have included indicative costs where possible so that
you have an overview of what is coming up throughout the year and can plan and budget

accordingly. 

Whilst we endeavour to keep costs as accurate as possible, some prices may be subject to
change depending on provider charges, transport costs and final pupil numbers.

We hope this information helps families to plan ahead and enables all children to benefit
from the wide range of enriching experiences we have planned for the year.

Thank you for your continued support.

CULTURAL CAPITAL AND ENRICHMENT AT ST MARGARET’S 2026-2027

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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Please find below the Autumn Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

AUTUMN TERM CALENDAR 2026

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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Please find below the Spring Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

SPRING TERM CALENDAR 2027

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
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Please find below the Summer Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

SUMMER TERM CALENDAR 2027
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We would like to make families aware of important changes to Free School Meal
(FSM) eligibility, which will take effect from the start of the 2026–2027 academic

year.
The government has confirmed that all children from households receiving

Universal Credit (UC) will be eligible for free school meals, regardless of income.
We want to ensure that every eligible child is registered so families receive the

support they are entitled to and the school can continue to access vital funding.

From September 2026, there will be two FSM categories

.

IMPORTANT UPDATE: CHANGES TO FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY
FROM SEPTEMBER 2026

Extended Free School Meals
Children will qualify if their household:

receives Universal Credit, and
has annual earnings above £7,400

Children in this category will receive:
free school meals only

Targeted Free School Meals
Children will qualify if their household:

receives Universal Credit, and
has annual earnings of £7,400 or
less

Children in this category will receive:
free school meals
Pupil Premium funding for their
school
access to the Holiday Activities and
Food (HAF) programme
for secondary pupils, the extended
rights element of school travel
assistance (where applicable)

Why registering matters
your child can receive a free meal each school day
the school receives extra funding to support learning, wellbeing and enrichment
Even if your child does not usually have a school meal, registration is still very

important. Please contact the office for support in doing this.

You may be eligible if you receive:
Universal Credit, Income Support, income‑based Jobseeker’s Allowance,

income‑related ESA, Child Tax Credit (with an income limit), or support under the
Immigration and Asylum Act. (You do not need to be working or unemployed.)

11TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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