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Dear St M’s families,
A lovely couple of weeks have flown by at school, and I have
been incredibly impressed by the fantastic learning, positive
attitudes and lovely behaviour I have seen across the school.
Well done, children. You have all made a wonderful start to
the year!

This week, I continued our assemblies focusing on our school
value of respect. We spent time exploring the beautiful
Golden Rule mosaic and discussing the important message it
represents: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.” The children reflected thoughtfully on what this means
in practice and how they can demonstrate kindness, respect
and consideration for others in their daily lives at school.

Today, we enjoyed a wonderful Outdoor Enrichment Day, with
children taking part in a range of exciting learning
experiences beyond the classroom. My sincere thanks go to
our dedicated staff team, who work tirelessly to provide
these valuable opportunities and ensure our children benefit
from a rich and well-rounded education.

We are looking forward to welcoming many of you next
Friday at 9.00am for our Harvest Service.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend, Rachel and the St M's Team 

FOOD DONATIONS FOR
OUR LOCAL FOOD

BANK WILL BE
COLLECTED ON THE

THIS DAY

Friday 2  October
Harvest Assembly

nd

You are all warmly
invited to our first whole-
school celebration of the

year, our Harvest
Assembly, which will take

place at 9.00am next
Friday. We would be

delighted if you could
join us as we come

together to celebrate
and give thanks for the

harvest season.
**Please note that there

will be no Celebration
Assembly on this day**

🌾🍂

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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We were delighted to welcome 20 students and their teachers from Brighton College
to St M’s on Wednesday as part of their Make a Difference Day initiative. The

students worked incredibly hard throughout the day, helping to weed and tidy the
gardens, refresh the planters, completely reorganise the Early Years outdoor

classroom, support children with various activities, and enhance several other areas
of the school.

We are immensely grateful for their enthusiasm, kindness and hard work, all of which
made a real difference to our school environment. The children thoroughly enjoyed

having them with us and benefited greatly from their support and positive role
models throughout the day. Thank you, Brighton College, for such a wonderful

contribution to our school community.

BRIGHTON COLLEGE MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

NEW SCHOOL COUNCIL
This week, I was delighted to meet all of our newly elected

School Councillors for their first meeting of the year. During the
meeting, we elected Lydia and Seth as our Chairs.

We spent time discussing what makes St Margaret’s such a
special place and identifying areas where we could make
further improvements. The councillors will now take this

important question back to their classes to gather the views
and ideas of their classmates.

The School Councillors will also be leading a class vote on
whether to reintroduce ‘Mingle Mondays’ at lunchtime. We look
forward to hearing the outcome of the vote over the coming

weeks!
It was a fantastic first meeting, and I am very much looking
forward to working with our enthusiastic School Councillors

throughout the year.
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THANK YOU to everyone who stayed and attended the PTA meeting this morning. It was,
without doubt, our best-attended meeting to date, and it was incredibly encouraging to

see so many parents and volunteers keen to support our wonderful school.

A huge thank you, as always, to our PTA Committee for their hard work, dedication and
commitment behind the scenes. Your efforts make such a difference to our school

community.

Please see the poster below for details of an event being organised in support of the PTA.
A special thank you to Mark for arranging this and helping to raise funds for the school.

We will be entering a staff team or two and would love to see lots of St Margaret's
families getting involved as well. Why not gather some friends, form a team and come

along to support both the event and our school community? 
We hope to see many of you there! 😊

PTA NEWS

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/


Children do get ill from time to time—as we all do—and this may mean they need to take a
few days off school. The NHS provides helpful guidance for parents on common childhood

illnesses and how long children should stay off school. You can find it here:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child is experiencing a recurring or ongoing medical issue, please let us know via the
school office. We’re here to support you and can involve the school nurse if needed to help

address your child’s health needs and work together to improve their attendance.

ATTENDANCE UPDATES
ILLNESS 

AMBER - COME TO
SCHOOL & SPEAK WITH

STAFF

Headache, feeling sick,
stomach ache

Children often feel
unwell if they are

anxious. If in doubt
contact the school for

advice.

APPOINTMENTS
We kindly ask that, wherever possible, routine medical and dental appointments are
scheduled outside of school hours, as these do impact your child’s overall attendance
percentage. We do understand that some appointments—such as hospital consultations—
cannot always be arranged at more convenient times. If your appointment allows your child
to attend school for registration before leaving, or to return afterwards, this can make a
positive difference to their attendance record. If you do need to take your child out of school
for an appointment, the office will need to see evidence of this appointment please.

RED - STAY AT HOME

Sickness and diarrhoea

48 hours must have
elapsed before a child
can return to school

from the last episode.

GREEN - COME TO
SCHOOL

Mild cough, cold, sore
throat, feeling tired

We will always contact
you if your child is ill

during the school day.
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We are unable to authorise holidays during term time. Any request for absence must be
submitted to Mrs Kershaw, Headteacher, for consideration. While we understand that holidays
are often more affordable outside of school holidays, schools are only permitted to authorise
term-time absences in exceptional circumstances. Unfortunately, securing a cheaper deal does
not meet this threshold.

Please also be aware that children often share details of their time away—whether it’s a trip
abroad or a visit to places like Legoland—which can highlight unauthorised absences.

If you do need to request leave during term time for exceptional circumstances, please contact
the Headteacher in writing at least two weeks before the proposed start date. Your request
should include the reason for the absence and the specific dates. Please note: if a child is taken
out of school for an unauthorised holiday, the Local Authority will issue a fixed penalty notice.

In order to support families securing cheaper holidays next year, we have fixed 3 of our INSET
days together so families can go away earlier in July. Please see INSET dates.

TIME TIME HOLIDAYS
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We have an Attendance Officer in school who monitors pupil attendance on a  monthly basis. If
your child’s attendance falls below 90%, you will receive a letter to make you aware and to offer
support. Where significant or persistent absence or lateness is identified, you may also be
contacted by the Education Welfare Officer to discuss the situation further.

Our priority is to work in partnership with parents and carers to support improved attendance
and help every child succeed at school. If you have any concerns or would like advice regarding
your child’s attendance, please speak to their class teacher or contact the school office.

ATTENDANCE MONITORING
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UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

A full list of dates are listed below, but here are the
highlights for this half term.

Friday 25  September - Whole School Outdoor Enrichment Dayth

Friday 2  October - Harvest Assemblynd

Wednesday 14  - Friday 16  October - Year 6 PGL Residentialth th

Monday 19  & Wednesday 21  October - Parents Eveningth st

Our learning skills winners are:

Hedgehogs - Evra
Foxes - Calleb

Squirrels - Roman
Badgers - Dexter

Otters - Beau
Woodpeckers - Cameron

Owls - Nyah

HOUSEPOINT LEADERS: 

SAPPHIRE

 

Celebrating us!
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https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsschoolrottingdean/
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Please find below the trips and planned events for each year group this year.

Following feedback from families, we have included indicative costs where possible so that
you have an overview of what is coming up throughout the year and can plan and budget

accordingly. 

Whilst we endeavour to keep costs as accurate as possible, some prices may be subject to
change depending on provider charges, transport costs and final pupil numbers.

We hope this information helps families to plan ahead and enables all children to benefit
from the wide range of enriching experiences we have planned for the year.

Thank you for your continued support.

CULTURAL CAPITAL AND ENRICHMENT AT ST MARGARET’S 2026-2027
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Please find below the Autumn Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

AUTUMN TERM CALENDAR 2026

https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretsSchoolRottingdean/
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Please find below the Spring Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

SPRING TERM CALENDAR 2027
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Please find below the Summer Term calendar.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure that all dates are accurate at the time of publication,
unforeseen circumstances may occasionally require changes to be made. We therefore ask
that families keep an eye on future newsletters, emails and school communications for any

updates.

Please also note that additional events and dates may be added throughout the year as
further opportunities and activities are confirmed.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

SUMMER TERM CALENDAR 2027
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We would like to make families aware of important changes to Free School Meal
(FSM) eligibility, which will take effect from the start of the 2026–2027 academic

year.
The government has confirmed that all children from households receiving

Universal Credit (UC) will be eligible for free school meals, regardless of income.
We want to ensure that every eligible child is registered so families receive the

support they are entitled to and the school can continue to access vital funding.

From September 2026, there will be two FSM categories

.

IMPORTANT UPDATE: CHANGES TO FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY
FROM SEPTEMBER 2026

Extended Free School Meals
Children will qualify if their household:

receives Universal Credit, and
has annual earnings above £7,400

Children in this category will receive:
free school meals only

Targeted Free School Meals
Children will qualify if their household:

receives Universal Credit, and
has annual earnings of £7,400 or
less

Children in this category will receive:
free school meals
Pupil Premium funding for their
school
access to the Holiday Activities and
Food (HAF) programme
for secondary pupils, the extended
rights element of school travel
assistance (where applicable)

Why registering matters
your child can receive a free meal each school day
the school receives extra funding to support learning, wellbeing and enrichment
Even if your child does not usually have a school meal, registration is still very

important. Please contact the office for support in doing this.

You may be eligible if you receive:
Universal Credit, Income Support, income‑based Jobseeker’s Allowance,

income‑related ESA, Child Tax Credit (with an income limit), or support under the
Immigration and Asylum Act. (You do not need to be working or unemployed.)

25TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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