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Virtue: Faith 

Friday 9th January 
2026 

Happy New Year to you all! I hope that this 

coming year brings good health and happi-
ness to you and your families.  I know for 

many of our school community Christmas 

may not have been what was hoped with 

family illness and bereavements, we are 

here for you all and continue to keep you all 
in our thought and prayers.                                                                   

On Tuesday we celebrated the feast of the 

Epiphany of our Lord with Years 2-6 going 

to church for Mass where Fr Peter shared 

lovely stories of how families in his Mother’s 

home town in Europe cele-

brate the feast day.  We also 
learnt about the chalk tradi-

tion of 20+C+B+M+26, ask 

your children what this 

means and I hope it brings 

comfort to you when you see 

this around school.  Our Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 chil-

dren celebrated the feast day 

with a performance of Cinder-

ella. Both staff and children 

had lots of fun singing along 

to the songs in true panto 
style!  There was even a spe-

cial guest appearance from Miss Goodall and Mrs Nicolson dancing with 

the characters on stage.    

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.  Keep warm where possible!   

See you on Monday!                                                                                      
Mrs Gibbons 

Headteacher’s Welcome 

Y2 Fire! Fire! 

Workshop day 

12th 

January  

Year 1 parents 
phonics meeting, 

3:30pm in class 

12th 

January  

Y5/6 Morley Li-

brary visits 

14th 

January  

Celebration assem-
bly, parents wel-

come, 3pm 

16th 

January  

Clubs commence 

for 8 weeks 

19th 

Jan 

Y6 Her Farm par-
ent meeting, 

19th 
Jan 

Y1 Trip 21st 

Jan 

Y3/4 Morley Li-

brary visits 

21st 

Jan 

Y1&2 Hand wash-

ing workshop 

22nd 

Jan 

Celebration assem-
bly, parents wel-

come, 3pm 

23rd 

January  

Y2 Morley Library 

visit 

28th 

Jan 

Young Voices trip 28th 

Jan 

Dates for your 
diary:  

Headteacher’s            
welcome 

1 

Whole school cele-
bration of the 
week 

2-3 

Celebration certifi-
cates 

4 

Parent meetings - 
Y1 & Y6 reminder 

4 

School dinners 
this term 

5 

Family Celebra-

tion of the Word 

5 

Inside this 
newsletter: 

  
  

Headteacher: Mrs G. Gibbons 

Highcliffe Road, Morley, Leeds, LS27 9LX 

Telephone: 0113 323 0554 

E-mail: office@stfrancismorley.org.uk                                                                                                          

Website: www.stfrancismorley.org.uk 

  

St Francis Catholic Primary School Morley 

Nursery parents update 

If you collect your child at lunchtime from Nursery, 
this will now be from the bottom gate (like it used to 

be before the extension building works) to collect from 

the Nursery classroom door at 11:45am. 

Drop off for the afternoon sessions will still be from the 
main office to sign your child into school. 

mailto:office@stfrancismorley.org.uk
http://www.stfrancismorley.co.uk
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Key Stage 1 

Early Years  

In Nursery, we listened to a story about the visit of the Wise 

Men. We made our own crowns and acted out the story that 
we heard. We made sure we took three special gifts to give to 

baby Jesus.   

In Reception, we have 

been retelling the visit of 
the Wise Men. We used 

role play to show our un-
derstanding and learned a 
song to help us remember 

the story. In Maths, we have been practising our subitising to 5 as well as thinking 

about the number zero. We sorted different representations.  

This week in Year 1 we have enjoyed learning a new song in 

music! We have also started our new history topic castles and 
have loved learning about the different types of castles that 

were built!  

During our Catholic 

Social Teaching lesson 
Year 2 were learning 

all about St. Luke our 
class saint. In English 
we have been looking 

at poetry and writing 
our own poem about 

the rainforest.   
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Upper Key Stage 2 

Lower Key Stage 2 

This week in Year 3, we started our new 

Stone Age history unit with a special work-
shop. We investigated bones, handled arte-

facts, and even created our own weapons and 
tools. The afternoon ended with archery, 

This week in Year 4, we started our gymnas-

tics sessions with Total Dance Leeds. We 
practiced different balances (standing, sit-

ting and both) and created our own balanc-

es in small groups!  

In Year 5, we have started our materials unit of learning in science. We carried out a 

range of experiments looking how different materials react together and discussed our 

key vocabulary.  

In Year 6 this week,  we have explored Vincent van Gogh's use of the impasto skill of 

layering paint in his famous artworks of The Starry Night and Sunflowers.   
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Celebration certificates 

Celebration certificates 

Reception Crystal 

Year 1 Jane 

Year 2 Gabriel 

Year 3 Jack 

Year 4 Henry 

Year 5 Joseph Fed 

Year 6 Agnes 

Virtue certificate 

Reception Bliss 

Year 1 Menas 

Year 2 Connie 

Year 3 Jenson 

Year 4 Annalise 

Year 5 Ella 

Year 6 Alex M 

School attendance 

this week: 

97% 

Classes with the 
best attendance 

this week is: 

 

Year 6 

Parent meetings in January 

Year 1 ~ Mrs Nicolson will be hosting a parent 
phonics meeting on Monday 12th January at 

3:30pm in the Year 1 classroom.  

 

Year 6 ~ On Monday 19th January Miss 
Grayston will be joined by a member of the 

Herd Farm team to discuss the Year 6 residen-
tial. 

Miss Grayston will also be hosting a SATs par-
ent meeting on Monday 2nd February 2026 at 

3:30pm in the Year 6 classroom. 

If you are unable to attend the meetings, 
please do not worry as all materials will be 

emailed to parents after the meetings. 

A little reminder that the application window closes 

on Thursday 15th January, don’t forget to apply 

online and if your child is baptised to bring the cer-
tificate into school and complete the SIF form too. 

 

Nursery applications for September 2026  for chil-

dren aged 3+ are also being received, we only have a 

small number of places still available! 



School dinner menu - Spring Term 

If you ever feel any child 
is at risk, please contact 

our Child Protection 
team: 

 

Mrs Gibbons              
Headteacher / SENDCO  

 

Miss Grayston                    
Assistant Headteacher  

Miss Goodall 

EYFS lead & Reception 
teacher  

 

Mrs Harrison          
HLTA / Learning mentor 

 

Mrs Walker                    
Chair of Governors 

 

Or ring Duty and Advice 
on: 0113376 0336 

Safeguarding 

Dinner menus are based on a 3-week cycle.  Next week’s menu 

(week 2) is listed below.  If your child is in Nursery dinner costs 

£2.80 per day or if they are in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) dinners cost 

£3 per day. 

Baptism of the Lord 

“Yesterday is 

gone. Tomorrow 

has not yet 
come. We have 

only today. Let 

us begin.”  

Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta  

Start of 

Spring term 

Monday 5th 

January 

End of half 
term 

Friday 13th 
February 

Start of             
Spring 2 half 

Monday 23rd 
February 

End of Spring 

term 

Thursday 

2nd April 

Start of Sum-
mer term 

Monday 20th 
April 2026 

May Day bank 
holiday ~ 

Monday 4th 
May 2026 

End of half 
term 

Friday 22nd 
May 

Start of Sum-

mer 2 half 

Monday 1st 

June 

End of aca-
demic year 

Friday 17th 
July 

Start of Au-
tumn 2026 

Wednesday 
2nd Sept 26 

Academic Calendar 
2025-26 

 

Saturday evening Mass time: 6:30pm 

Sunday Mass times 9am 

Weekday mass times: Tuesday 7pm,                                        
Thursdays 10am 

January is traditionally the month of be-

ginnings – a time for making a new start. 

In Church this Sunday we celebrate a 
special feast – The Baptism of the Lord. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist 

didn’t see the need to baptise Jesus, be-

cause Jesus was sinless. But Jesus in-

sisted because he wanted to stand along-

side the community - to help them make 
a new start and give them an example to 

follow.   esus, God’s beloved Son, came 

for everyone: to draw us all into his fami-

ly so that we can become more like him 

and joyfully share in God’s own life. En-
joy a special time together this evening, 

hearing your child’s thoughts about this 

Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday’s 

words, which are NEW START.  


