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To say we have only had a 4 school day week 

it has been a very busy week.  On Monday 

pupils from Years 3&4 represented school in a dodgeball festi-
val.  On Tuesday we met our new School PCSO (Lucy), who gave a safety discus-

sion around bonfire night and firework safety.  On Wednesday our Year 5 Mini 

Vinnies began selling Poppies on behalf of the Royal British Legion.  Poppies will 

continue to be sold when we return back 

to school after half term.  On Wednesday 

evening our digital leaders attended a 

special celebration event hosted by the 

NSPCC at Leeds Civic Hall.  We look for-

ward to presenting this national online 

safety campaign that we were selected to 

be a part of very soon! 

A huge thank you to all the families who 

supported in the running and carving fun 

at our pumpkin patch on Sunday.  
Once again a huge thank you to our 

school community for supporting an-

other wonderful family PTA event.  

Your generosity through the school 

fundraising goes straight back to pro-

vide opportunities and resources for 

your children. 

Today we officially welcomed our Reception children in 

a heart warming special service led by Year 6.  Well 

done Year 6 in making your buddies feel so welcome 

in their first year of Primary School so far! 

Wishing you all a wonderful half term break.   

See you on Monday 3rd November!                                                                                          

Mrs Gibbons 

School reopens for 
Autumn 2 ~ 

3rd Nov 

2025 

Y3 class trip 5th Nov  

Open day ~ EYFS 

‘26, 10am & 2pm 
6th Nov 

Mp Mark Seward 7th Nov 

Choir Winter voic-

es trip 
7th Nov 

Celebration assem-
bly - 3pm, all wel-

come 

7th Nov 

Anti - bullying 

week  

10th—

14th Nov 

Odd Socks Day 10th 

Nov 

PTA meeting, 
6:10pm in School 

10th 

Nov 

Y2+3 attending 

mass @ church 
6th Nov 

Y5 leading Remem-
brance service ~ 

10:45am 

11th 

Nov 

Flu immunization 

in school 

14th 

Nov 

Celebration assem-
bly - 3pm, all wel-

come 

14th 
Nov 

Dates for your 
diary:  

Headteacher’s            
welcome 

1 

Late arrivals to 
school 

1 

Mini Vinnie 
Christmas works 
of mercy 

2 

Autumn Challenge 4 

Class celebration 
of the week 

3 

Family celebration 
of the word 

5 

School dinners 
this week 

5 

Inside this 
newsletter: 

  
  

Headteacher: Mrs G. Gibbons 

Highcliffe Road, Morley, Leeds, LS27 9LX 

Telephone: 0113 323 0554 

E-mail: office@stfrancismorley.org.uk                                                                                                          

Website: www.stfrancismorley.org.uk 

  

St Francis Catholic Primary School Morley 

Late arrivals to school ~ 8:50am is the start 

of the school day! 

There has been a growing number of children arriving late to school.  On one 

day last week, where there were no traffic disruptions there were 18 children 

late, something we have never seen before! The beginning of the school day 

commences at 8:50am.  Children arriving after this time are then marked as 

officially late.  A reminder that the 

school gates open from 8:40am to 
allow for staggered arrival through 

the gate.  From after half term, 

there will be a late gate register log 

to record repeated late attendance, 

resulting in an attendance panel 

meeting being called with parents 

and school.    

Headteacher’s Welcome 

mailto:office@stfrancismorley.org.uk
http://www.stfrancismorley.co.uk
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500 Word challenge 
There are two age categories: 5-7 and 8-11 year-olds and spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are not marked - as has always been the 
case for 500 Words, it's all about our writers' brilliant creativity! There 
are prizes to be won - each winner will take home a bundle of books and 
the gold winners will also win 500 books for their school library.50 final-
ists will be invited to a star-studded grand final at Windsor Castle in 
February 2026, which will once again be hosted by Her Majesty Queen Camilla. If that's not 
enough, each winner will also see their story be read aloud by a superstar celebrity on TV, 
which will be shown as part of a special 500 Words programme with The One Show in early 
March. Our official panel of celebrity judges, Sir Lenny Henry, Malorie Blackman, Francesca 
Simon, Charlie Higson and Frank Cottrell-Boyce will return to crown our next winners. 

Make sure you submit your stories before 9pm, Friday 7 November. 
 
To submit an entry please visit: www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words  

Plea from 
our Mini 

Vinnies... 

Our Mini Vinnies are 
once again hosting 
several works of Mer-
cy to support babies 
and children who may 
not be in receipt of 
much this Christmas.  
If you feel you may be 
able to donate any 
items, please send 
these into school  
21st November. 

Thank you as always 
for your generosity. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/articles/zctk7v4#zytbqyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
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Early Years  
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This week in Nursery, we have been learning 

all about Diwali! We have created our own 
lamps in our creative area, and we tried 

some foods that are eaten during Diwali. We 
spent some time listening to some music too 

whilst we have been in provision.  

In Reception, we have been explor-
ing the wonderful season of Au-

tumn. We went to the playground 
to look at the colours of the leaves 
and spoke about why they have 

fallen off the trees. We then creat-
ed some wonderful Autumn tree 
paintings whilst sharing our 

knowledge.   

This week in Year 1 we have followed instructions to 

make jam sandwiches in English and we started to 
learn to skip in 

PE! We worked 
really hard on 
this and by the 

end of the ses-
sion we were 
successfully 

jumping over 
the skipping 

rope!  

In Year 2 we have been adding across 10. We 

have evaluated our pinch pots in Art and De-
sign. We have also learnt all about our class 

Saints- St Abigail and St Luke.  
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This week Year 5 had a zoom call with Helen O'Bri-
en, a space engineer working at the Imperial Collage 
London. We loved hearing all about her space pro-
jects and the rockets she has seen launch into space.  
We were lucky enough to ask lots of questions, and 
she was very impressed with our knowledge!   

The Stewards of 

Creation and Gar-
dening Club have 

joined forces to 
support The Arium and their mission to grow and plant more trees throughout Leeds. 
They are running an initiative until the end of October to encourage people to collect as 

many acorns, beech nuts and sweet chestnuts as possible from our local parks. Seed 
collection boxes are available in several parks throughout Leeds to drop off the Autumn 
treasures you find. The Arium will then use the seeds collected to plant and grow new 

trees and donate the saplings to schools to grow on their grounds. We aim to create 
new habitats for birds and plants and help to support the effects of our carbon foot-

print on our common home. Please see the information below for more information. 

Autumn 

family 
fun! 

Year 5 Space workshop! 

Black History 
month 

This year the theme for Octo-
ber’s Black History month 
has been ‘Standing firm with 
Power & Pride’, which teach-
ers have linked into the 
learning of the class inspira-
tional person.  



School dinner menu - Autumn Term 

If you ever feel any child 
is at risk, please contact 

our Child Protection 
team: 

 

Mrs Gibbons              
Headteacher / SENDCO  

 

Miss Grayston                    
Assistant Headteacher  

Miss Goodall                
EYFS lead / Reception 

teacher  
 

Mrs Harrison          
HLTA / Learning mentor 

 

Mrs Walker                    
Chair of Governors 

 

Or ring Duty and Advice 

on: 0113376 0336 

Safeguarding 

Dinner menus are based on a 3-week cycle.  Next week’s menu 

(week 1) is listed below.  If your child is in Nursery dinner costs 

£2.70 per day or if they are in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) dinners 

cost £3 per day. 

Start of              
Autumn 2 

Monday 3rd 

November 

End of Au-
tumn Term 

Friday 19th 
December  

Start of 

Spring term 

Monday 5th 

January 

End of half 
term 

Friday 13th 
February 

Start of             
Spring 2 half 
term 

Monday 23rd 
February 
2026 

End of Spring 

term 

Thursday 

2nd April 

Start of Sum-
mer term 

Monday 20th 
April 2026 

May Day bank 
holiday ~ 
School closed 

Monday 4th 
May 2026 

End of half 
term 

Friday 22nd 
May 

Start of Sum-

mer 2 half 

Monday 1st 

June 

Academic Calendar 
2025-26 

 

30th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Saturday evening Mass time: 6:30pm 

Sunday Mass times 9am 

Weekday mass times:                                        
Tuesdays 7pm,                                        
Thursdays 10am 

There were some people who thought they were better than every-

one else. One day Jesus told them a story.” Two men went into the 

Temple to pray. One of them was a Pharisee and the other was a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to him-

self, ‘I thank you, God, that I am not greedy, dishonest, and un-

faithful like other people, and particularly that I am not like this 

sinful tax collector here. I fast twice a week and always give money 

to the Temple.’ The tax collector stood some distance away, not 

even daring to raise his eyes to 
heaven, but he bowed his head 

and said, ‘God, have mercy on 

me, for I am a sinner.’” Then 

Jesus said, “It was the tax col-

lector who was pleasing to God, 
not the Pharisee. Those who 

praise themselves and think 

they are better than others will 

be humbled, but if you humble 

yourself then you will be 

praised by God.”  
“When we live 

humbly, God 

takes our small 
efforts and cre-

ates great things.” 

Pope Francis 

(Pope from 2013-


