
   

                                                                                                                                              20th March 2026 
                  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of another full term, Christmas 

does not seem long ago. It is definitely nice to see some better weather at last 

though. 

Thank you to all those parents and carers who completed the parent survey online. I 

have reviewed the results and will be sharing these with the governing body next 

week, before writing to parents with any actions we are able to take in response to 

some of your suggestions and feedback. 

Last week, we celebrated British Science week 

in school. The theme this year was ‘Curiosity: 

What’s your question?’, focusing on inspiring inquisitive thinking and celebrating 

how asking questions drives scientific discovery and innovation in all STEM fields. 

The theme encourages everyone, especially children, to explore the world through 

asking questions. 

Mrs Spolander (our Science Lead) started the week with an explosive assembly. The 

children then took part in lessons across the week to develp their experimental 

skills. 

Next week, we have many activities planned as part of our lead into Easter. On Friday, we welcome parents to join us 
from 9.00 to 10.00am for a range of Easter craft activities linked to the Easter story. I do hope you can join us. 

Best wishes 

Mark Smith 
Headteacher 

Forthcoming Events 
Tuesday 24th March – Easter Sponsored Run 
 
The PTA is organising the Easter Fun run to raise money to fund two days of Skipping workshops 
(Skip4Life) for St John’s Children during May 2026 as part of our Healthy Living Week. 
 

Please help your child to gain sponsorship for this event and raise money towards the 
Skipping Workshop. Sponsorship can be made through this QR code and putting your 
child’s name in the note section.  
 

Easter Parent Share - Friday 27th March 
 
On Friday 27th March we would like to invite parents into class to share in our Easter 
celebrations. Join us anytime between 9am and 10am to visit your children’s classroom where 
you can join them in some activities which focus on the retelling of the Easter story. 
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Easter Egg Tombola – Friday 27th March  
 
The PTA will be holding the Easter Egg Tombola at 1.30pm, come along and try to win some 
Easter Chocolate and help raise funds for the school. 
 

General Reminders  
Dolce Meal Price Increase 
From 1st April 2026 Dolce are increasing the price of a two course meal to £2.80 for 
children in Key Stage 2. Please note, children eligible for Benefit-Related Free School 
Meals and Universal Free School Meals (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) will continue to 
receive their meals free of charge. 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Following the increase of ticks and the risk of Lyme disease, school will now include tick removal kits in our first aid bags 
in school and whilst out on trips. 
 
Please read the information in the hyperlinks below so you are familiar with ticks and their removal.   
 
Lyme Disease UK - Awareness Packs for Schools and Children  
 
Lyme Disease UK Online Support - How to Correctly Remove a Tick 
 
If a tick is removed whilst your child is at school you will receive an email from Medical Tracker and also a phone call to 
let you know. We will draw around any bite sites so you can monitor at home for infection. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Class Dojo is also used to share with you what 
your children have been doing in school as well 
as a means to share notices and reminders.  
 

Please remember though that we do not use the messaging facility on Dojo.  
All messages for teachers should be directed to the school office in person, by phone (01993 843124) or email 
(office.2613@st-john.oxon.sch.uk)  

 
Please contact the School Office or the Oak and Beech class teachers if you do not have access to Tapestry as this is the 
main form of communication of all events, timetable changes, reminders and child observations. 
 
 
Find us on Facebook at: stjohnsschoolcarterton  
 

  

https://lymediseaseuk.com/awareness-schools-children/?scrlybrkr=c06bc33e
https://lymediseaseuk.com/tick-removal/
mailto:office.2613@st-john.oxon.sch.uk


Pupil Premium and Forces Premium  
The school receives extra funding for children who are entitled to free school meals or whose parents are serving in the 
armed forces. This is a major source of funding for our school, allowing us to provide additional support for the children.  
  
Now that our younger children all receive a free school lunch, it may seem less important to apply for free school meals. 
This is not the case and failure to register will result in the school loosing funding for each eligible pupil. If you are 
eligible, you may also get access to subsidised trips and music lessons. 
  
There are several criteria for entitlement, including if the parent receives income support, or income-related allowances. 
If you think you are, or may be, entitled to this, please contact the School Office for details on how to apply. If you are 
eligible and you have children in Years 3 to 6, they will also receive a free school meal.  
  
In addition, if you are a parent and are employed in the Armed Forces, please let us know. 
 

World Oral Health Day – Friday 20th March 
 

 
 

  



Pastoral Team News 
Safeguarding Children   
 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads 
immediately by contacting the school directly on 01993 843124. 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, 
please contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. If you have a concern 
about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mark Smith (Headteacher) 
Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Amy Peace (Assistant Headteacher), Kayleigh Smith 
(Assistant Headteacher), Maddie Appleby (Early Years Lead) and Alaina Tabern (Child and Family Support 
Worker) 
 

The NSPCC have updated some of their guidance on supporting children with mental 
health issues. Please follow the links to some very useful pages on their website. 

Child Mental Health: click here 
The Safeguarding Network: click here 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-health-development/child-mental-health
https://safeguarding.network/content/safeguarding-resources/specific-risks-children-additional-needs/mental-health/


Library News 

 



Attendance and Punctuality 
Thank you to parents for getting 
your children into school on time so 
that they do not miss any learning or 
feel unsettled because they have 
arrived after routines have been 
established for the day. 
 
In line with our school policies, 
please remember to communicate 
your child’s absence everyday by 
9am at the latest. If your child is 
absence and has a school lunch 
booked, please remember to cancel 
their lunch via SchoolGrid. This saves 
on wasted food and an unnecessary 
charge.  
 
 

 
Reporting your child as absent:  As a school we have a duty of care to safeguard all our children. Ensuring children attend 
school regularly is part of the safeguarding duty for both school and parents and absences MUST be recorded in registers 
with reasons for the child not attending each day. 

Please can we politely remind parents that you must contact the school and notify us of your child’s absence before the 
school day starts. Lateness is recorded from 8.45am when registers are taken. 

Any child absent without a valid reason provided by parents or carers by 9.15am has to be marked as an unauthorised 
absence. The Local Authority monitor the school registers and if you are not reporting your child’s absence this could 
result in families being referred to the Attendance Team as your child is then classed as ‘Missing Education’.  

This is why it is so important we are notified on each and every morning of absence please. 

Each week we promote and celebrate good attendance 
across the school. Research shows that poor attendance 
limits pupils’ life chances, impacts on children’s academic 
success but more worryingly adversely affects children 
socially and emotionally.  
 
We do not authorise family holidays in term time, long 
weekends, or special visits/trips/half days for example. At 
the end of the school year we have blocked INSET days to 
support families in booking holidays before other schools 
across the country break up. As you may have seen on the 
news at the start of term, the government have tightened 
regulations on persistent absence and the use of penalty 
notices for term time holidays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance this term: 
Whole school target: Each child to have attendance above 
96% 

Class w/b: 
09/02 

w/b: 
23/02 

w/b: 
02/03 

w/b: 
09/03 

Oak 97.3% 97.0% 97.9% 97.7% 

Beech 95.3% 97.3% 91.3% 96.0% 

Elm 96.1% 97.9% 98.7% 100% 

Horse Chestnut 96.0% 94.0% 97.5% 97.7% 

Ash 93.0% 92.8% 94.4% 92.1% 

Hazel 96.2% 97.6% 98.3% 95.3% 

Cedar 97.3% 98.7% 97.9% 96.7% 

Rowan 98.0% 96.3% 99.2% 96.3% 

Holly 91.5% 96.7% 95.8% 98.5% 

Silver Birch 98.6% 98.3% 95.7% 99.0% 

Sycamore 97.9% 96.2% 100% 97.0% 

Maple 90.0% 95.4% 96.4% 95.7% 

Walnut 90.6% 98.1% 95.2% 95.5% 

Willow 97.1% 98.7% 98.0% 96.8% 

% Attendance 
Whole School 

95.4% 96.8% 96.9% 96.7% 

 

  



PTA News 
Hello everyone! 

We’re delighted to share the latest updates from the PTA. As always, we’ve been busy behind the scenes planning events 
and finding fun ways to bring our community together and raise money for the school.  

A huge thank you to all parents, carers and volunteers for going above and beyond to support already. Whether you 
arrange or help at events, donate prizes or attend activities your support makes a real difference to the whole school!  

Look out for the events going on throughout this term:  
 
Sponsored run – Tuesday 24th March 
Don't forget to get your sponsorship forms and money back for the run all money raised will go directly towards the 2 day 
skipping workshop during healthy living week in May.  
Please bring cash or pay directly via this QR code  
 
 
Easter Egg Wall Challenge & tombola – Friday 27th March 
Let's see which class can donate the most Easter eggs so we can build a wall of eggs! The winning class will win a non 
school uniform day.  
Then come along to the tombola on the last day of term for your chance to win. 
 
There will also be a pre-loved uniform sale at this time as we transition to summer uniform.  
 
 
Save the Date – Sunday 5th July 2026 ‘St John’s Fest’  
Our summer festival will be taking place on 5th July 2026, including a football tournament!  
 
Would you be happy to display a board from a local estate agent outside your home to help promote the event? If so, 
please get in touch using the email address below and include your address details.  
 
Thank you for your support, it will help make a real difference in helping to make the event a success 
 
For more information or to get involved, please contact: PTA@st-john.oxon.sch.uk 
 

DIARY DATES 

Term Dates for 2025-2026 
 
Term 3 
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February 2026 
Term 4 
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March 2026 
Term 5  
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May 2026 
Term 6 
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July 2026 
 
INSET Days: Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September, Friday 3rd 
October, Monday 5th January, Monday 20th July 
  
May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 4th May 2026 
 
Term Dates for 2026-2027 
Term 1 
Wednesday 2nd September to Wednesday 21st October 2026 
Term 2 
Monday 2nd November to Friday 18th December 2026 
Term 3 
Tuesday 5th January to Friday 12th February 2027 
Term 4 
Monday 22nd February to Thursday 25th March 2027 

We may add to the following dates as school and 
community events are confirmed. 
 
Tuesday 24th March: PTA Sponsored Run 
Friday 27th March 9am to 10am: Easter Parent Share  
Friday 27th March 1.30pm: End of Term and PTA Easter Egg 
Tombola 
 
Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April: Easter Holidays 
 
WB Monday 11th May: Year 6 SATS Week 
Thursday 21st May: Year 6 Swimming starts 
Thursday 21st May: Nursery & Reception Sports Day 
Friday 22nd May AM: Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day 
Friday 22nd May PM: Year 1 & 2 Sports Day 
Thursday 18th June: Year 4 Overnight Residential 
Wednesday 3rd June: Reception Pirate Workshop Day 
 
 

mailto:PTA@st-john.oxon.sch.uk


Term 5  
Monday 12th April to Friday 28th May 2027 
Term 6 
Monday 7th June to Tuesday 20th July 2027 
 
INSET Days: Tuesday 1st September, Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rd 
October, Monday 4th January, Wednesday 21st July 
  
May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 3rd May 2027 

 

Caring for Others † Achieving Excellence 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


