
   

                                                                                                                                                 3rd July 2026 
                  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is hard to belive that we only have two weeks of the academic year left. This 
term has been funfilled with our recent science week (which turned into two 
weeks due to the hot weather closures). The children have loved the Explorer 
Dome sessions which were kindly paid for by the PTA. We are looking forward 
to sharing with you some of our work from the week on Open Evening on 9th July 
from 4.30 to 6.30pm. 
 
 

   
  
 
In a couple of weeks we say farewell and good luck to our amazing Year 6 children who will be moving on to secondary 
school. This week it has been a pleasure to enjoy some wonderful activities with them, including a Polar experience at 
Snozone, Milton Keynes and a trip to London to see Wicked. 
 

         
 

      
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 16 



Staffing Update: 
Sadly at the end of the year, we will be saying farewell to a few members of staff who are moving on to new adventures. 
Mrs Ball (nursery teacher) is leaving us to start a role at a nursery closer to her home and Mrs Cross (Year 2 teacher) will 
be taking up a role in another local school. Mrs Lazenby will also be finishing having supported a maternity cover position 
this term in Year 6. I would like to wish them all the best for the future. 
 
In addition, we say goodbye to some of our teaching assistants. Mrs Stephens is moving to Cornwall in the summer and 
felt the commute was too much! Mrs Saville who is going to be working as part of the health visitor teams. From our wider 
support team, Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Wilson (lunchtime supervisors) are stepping down after many years supporting in the 
hall and Mrs Hewitt (School Librarian) is retiring at the end of term. I would like to thank them all for their dedication to 
the school over many years. 
 
For September we have appointed a number of new teachers to join the team: 
Mrs Joanna Ryan, an experienced teacher who will be joinng the Year 6 team while Miss Tovey remains on maternity leave. 
Miss Rosie Marriott, an experienced teacher who is moving to the area with her partner who is in the RAF. 
Mrs Susan Wills, an experienced early years teacher. 
Miss Isabella Meeks, who has undertaken her teacher training withus over the last twelve months. 
Mrs Jasmine Archer, who has now been appointed as a qualified teacher following her school based apprenticeship. 
 
Below you will find how classes have been allocated for September 2026.  I look forward to welcoming parents and carers 
to our open evening where your child’s current and future teacher will be available to talk to. 
 
Best Wishes 

Mark Smith 

Headteacher 
 

  



Class Organisation for September 2026 
This year we have decided not to mix the children when forming the new classes. 
 
We try not to mix the classes every year to provide continuity for the children. When mixed, it takes considerable time for 
new relationships to form and for the class to settle.  
 
Classes will be as follows: 
 

Class Organisation 2026 - 2027 
 

Your Child’s 
Current Class 

Your Child’s 
New Class 

New Class Teacher(s) for September 2025 

Early Years Phase 

Class allocation given at 
the parent meetings. 

Cherry Nursery Mrs Jasmine Archer 

Oak Mrs Katie Greenhalgh 

Beech Mrs Susan Wills 

Key Stage 1 Phase 

YR Beech Y1 Elm Miss Rhianon Wingrove 

YR Oak Y1 Horse Chestnut Mrs Donna Slatter and Mrs Claire McKeer 

Y1 Elm Y2 Hazel Mrs Sophie Monk  

Y1 Horse Chestnut Y2 Ash Miss Isabella Meeks 

Lower Key Stage 2 Phase 

Y2 Ash Y3 Rowan Mrs Jessica Stripe 

Y2 Hazel Y3 Cedar Mrs Rosie Clarke 

Y3 Rowan Y4 Holly Miss Scarlett Primrose  

Y3 Cedar Y4 Silver Birch Mrs Natalie Johnson 

Upper Key Stage 2 Phase 

Y4 Silver Birch Y5 Sycamore Miss Rosie Marriott 

Y4 Holly Y5 Maple Mr Chris Mackie 

Y5 Sycamore Y6 Willow Mrs Joanna Ryan 

Y5 Maple Y6 Walnut Mrs Michelle Spolander and Mrs Lianne Reddy 

 

  



Forthcoming Events 
Cherry Nursery Stay and Play 
 
There will be a morning and an afternoon Stay and Play Session on Friday 10th July – 
parents are welcome to join their children in Cherry Nursery during these times. 
 
8.45am to 10am 
2pm to 3pm 

 
Whole School Open Evening 

Thursday 9th July 
4.30pm to 6.30pm 

 

Year 6 Leavers Events 
On Thursday 16th July we will be holding a leaver’s assembly for Year 6 children from 9.30 to 
10.30am. Parents of Year 6 children are invited to attend this assembly. 
 
After school on the same day, we would like to invite the Year 6 children back to school from 
4.30 – 6.30pm for a farewell gathering and celebration. The school PTA are supporting this 
event. 
 
If you are able to volunteer at this event, please contact the PTA at: pta@st-john.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Charity Fundraiser  
 
Ezra Wright from Hazel Class has decided he wants to take on a charity challenge.  
 
He has picked a wonderful charity called Flying Seagull Project which we were lucky enough to watch at the Big Feastival 
last year. This projects travels around the world doing show (circus, games etc) for children who are displaced or affected 
by conflict. 
 
Ezra will be running, cycling and walking 90km over the next 4 weeks to try and raise funds. 
 
If anyone would like to sponsor Ezra, please use the link below.  
  
https://theflyingseagull.enthuse.com/pf/marta-w 
 

 
  

https://theflyingseagull.enthuse.com/pf/marta-w


General Reminders  
Uniform Expectations for September 

 
We are very proud of the smart appearance of the children 
at St John’s. Our uniform policy reflects the high 
expectations we have as a school. 
 
St John’s green sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo - 
compulsory (purchased from PMG Schoolwear) 
 

                
White polo top  
Grey school style trousers, skirt, pinafore dress (where girls 
prefer to wear trousers these must be grey and regular 
fitting or boot cut in style (leggings or skinny fit trousers are 
not permitted) 
Grey socks, bottle green or dark grey tights, or white socks 
Hair accessories must be dark green, black or white. 
Children should not wear make-up, nail varnish or tattoos 
to school.  
 
With the exception of the St John’s sweatshirts and 
cardigans (with the school logo) which are compulsory and 
can only be ordered from PMG Schoolwear, all other items 
can be purchased from a range of high street stores and 

supermarkets. 
 
PMG Schoolwear - Schools - St John the Evangelist CofE Primary School - Carterton 
 
Footwear 
Children are required to wear black school style 
 shoes. (Trainers, ballet pumps, open-toed shoes and boots are not permitted) 
 
P.E. Requirements 
Black shorts 
Plain white T-shirt 
Trainers or plimsolls 
In the winter months children should have black tracksuit bottoms/leggings and a grey or black sweatshirt in school for 
outside P.E. lessons. 
 
It is essential that all clothing is named. Where particular sports are played during the year, additional items may be 
required for health and safety reasons e.g., shin pads for older children. 
Thank for your support. 
 
  

 
  

https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/school/st_john_the_evangelist_cofe_primary_school___carterton


Class Dojo is also used to share with you what 
your children have been doing in school as well 
as a means to share notices and reminders.  
 

Please remember though that we do not use the messaging facility on Dojo.  
All messages for teachers should be directed to the school office in person, by phone (01993 843124) or email 
(office.2613@st-john.oxon.sch.uk)  

 
Please contact the School Office or the Oak and Beech class teachers if you do not have access to Tapestry as this is the 
main form of communication of all events, timetable changes, reminders and child observations. 
 
Find us on Facebook at: stjohnsschoolcarterton  
 
 

Scooters and Bicycles in School 
 
Please could all parents remind children that scooters and bicycles ARE NOT to be ridden on school grounds, they must be 
dismounted at the school gate and walked in.  
 
We had an incident last week where a grandparent who had come to collect at pick up was knocked into by a child riding 
a scooter and this resulted in a nasty fall which needed a visit to the hospital. 
 
It has also come to our attention that there have been several ‘near misses’ between cars and children on bikes and 
scooters and, concerningly, there have been occasions where children have been without a helmet.  We want to 
encourage all parents to speak to their children about the seriousness of road and cycling safety, and how crucial it is for 
all children to be wearing helmets when they are cycling and scooting.  
 
If there are any families who are struggling to source helmets for their children, please reach out to Alaina Tabern (Child 
and Family Support Worker) who can support with signposting to other agencies who may be able to help secure cycling 
safety equipment.  Please feel free to email Alaina at atabern@st-john.oxon.sch.uk. 
 

Pastoral Team News 
Safeguarding Children   
 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads 
immediately by contacting the school directly on 01993 843124. 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, 
please contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. If you have a concern 
about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mark Smith (Headteacher) 
Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Amy Peace (Assistant Headteacher), Kayleigh Smith 
(Assistant Headteacher) and Alaina Tabern (Child and Family Support Worker) 
Carterton education Trust will consider grant applications from any of our families, 
especially if you are struggling to afford uniform. 

mailto:office.2613@st-john.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:atabern@st-john.oxon.sch.uk


 



Library News 
Summer Reading Challenge 2026 
 
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge theme is: Read to the Beat!  
The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the school summer holidays and to choose 
anything they enjoy to read! It’s free to take part and children can sign up at their local library or sign up on the official 
challenge website to take part online.  The website is summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.    Children can set a reading goal 
and get tips for accessing books for free at home.  Libraries offer lots of free activities and events throughout the 
summer. 
 
What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 
 
1 in 4 children cannot read well by the age of 11.  This hugely limits their life choices and skills.  The Reading Agency is on 
a mission to change this. The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the summer 
holidays, ensuring they are ready for a great start to the new term in the Autumn.  Children set a reading goal and collect 
rewards for reading anything they enjoy.   
The 2026 theme is all about harnessing the universal appeal of music to inspire a new generation of readers.   
Read to the Beat! Is created in partnership with Universal Music Group UK.  Every year, the Summer Reading Challenge 
plays a vital role in keeping children excited about books.  This year’s collection is particularly special as it celebrates the 
universal language of music – from drumming and dancing to orchestras, opera, rap, K-pop and everything in between.  
This year’s challenge is brought to life with illustrations by award-winning author and illustrator, Harry Woodgate. 
The 2026 SRC collection features 55 captivating titles for different reading levels, spanning early readers, and middle 
grade titles, as well as dyslexia-friendly titles.  With a rich mix of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and graphic novels.  The 
collection has been carefully curated to get young readers tapping their feet and turning pages.  The books will be 
available to borrow for free from public libraries. 
 
How the Challenge Works 
 
Sign-up: Children are invited to borrow and read any six library books of their choice (including audiobooks, comics, and 
e-books) over the summer break.  The challenge officially launches in England and Wales on Saturday 4th July 2026 
(earlier in Scotland).   
Collect Rewards: As participants read, they collect special stickers and character cards for each of their reading goals. 
Completion: Readers who complete six books receive a special stickers and character finisher’s medal. 
Don’t forget younger siblings either.  The Summer Reading Mini Challenge, designed for children aged three and under, 
uses the same sticker and collector card format to bring families with pre-schoolers into the library fold – building the 
reading habit from the very beginning. 
 
Andrew Bayliss, the Manager of Carterton Library, will be visiting the school assembly on Monday 29th June to talk to 
the children about the Summer Reading Challenge.    
 
Andrew and his colleagues would love you and your children to visit Carterton Library.  Other local libraries will be 
taking part too. Remember the challenge is free! 

 
 
 

  



Attendance and Punctuality 
Whole School Attendance Target: 
96% 
Currently whole school attendance 
96.4% 
 
35 children from Reception to Year 6 
have under 90% attendance. 
 
This means that 35 children have 
missed the equivalent of 4 weeks of 
school this year. 
 
That is: 
 
20 days of learning 
20 days they have missed playing 
with their friends. 
 
In Reception and Year 1 this is 20 
phonic sounds they have missed that 
are vital for learning to read. 
 
Every day, at least six children are 
late for school and miss early 
morning skills practise such as 
phonics or number practise. 
 

In school every minute or every day counts in supporting your children to thrive socially and 
academically. Please support us by only keeping them off school if they are absolutely too 
unwell to attend.  

Classes with the highest attendance last week 

Bronze winner Silver winners Gold winners 
 

Oak Class 
98.0% 

 
Elm, Holly and Silver Birch 

Classes 
98.6% 

 

 
Hazel Class 

99.0% 

  



PTA News 
St John's Fest – Not Long to Go! 
We're looking forward to seeing everyone at St John's Fest on 5th July (11-3) for a fun day of music, football, games, food 
and a bar.  
Don't forget that tickets are available to purchase in advance at a discounted price, so be sure to book yours before the 
day and save money. 
 

 
 
Volunteers Needed to support the festival  
Can you spare an hour to help make our festival a success? 
 
We’re looking for volunteers to support with a range of activities, for example;  
     • Setting up and tidying away 
     • Looking after a stall 
     • Helping on the entrance gate 
 
Even just one hour of your time will make a real difference. Please contact the PTA by email today (PTA@st-
john.oxon.sch.uk) let us know your availability. Thank you for your support! 
 
Football Tournament  
A reminder to sign up for the St John’s Fest Football Tournament if you haven't already! 
 
Players can also register individually, Mr Lamb will organise the teams, so there's no need to 
find teammates before signing up. 
 
Everyone is welcome to take part, so don't miss out on what promises to be a fun and friendly 
tournament. Sign up today! 

 
Tombola Prize Donations Needed Please 
Our ever-popular tombola needs your help! From next week, collection sacks will be available 
in classrooms for donations.  
 
If you are able to contribute a prize, we would be extremely grateful. Please donate any items 
that would make a great tombola prize (please note that we cannot accept alcohol donations). 
 
Every donation helps us raise funds for the school and makes the tombola even more exciting 
for our children and families. 

 
School Tea Towels – Coming Soon! 
The children have been working hard on their portraits and we are delighted 
to let you know that information on ordering our wonderful school tea 
towels will be coming soon.  
 
Please note, To make the project viable, we need a minimum order of 50 
tea towels per year group, so please consider ordering extras for 
grandparents, relatives and friends. They make lovely keepsakes and gifts 
and every purchase supports the school. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, we couldn't do it without you! 

mailto:PTA@st-john.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:PTA@st-john.oxon.sch.uk


DIARY DATES 

Term Dates for 2025-2026 
 
Term 6 
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July 2026 
 
INSET Days: Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September, Friday 3rd 
October, Monday 5th January, Monday 20th July 
  
May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 4th May 2026 
 
Term Dates for 2026-2027 
Term 1 
Wednesday 2nd September to Wednesday 21st October 2026 
Term 2 
Monday 2nd November to Friday 18th December 2026 
Term 3 
Tuesday 5th January to Friday 12th February 2027 
Term 4 
Monday 22nd February to Thursday 25th March 2027 
Term 5  
Monday 12th April to Friday 28th May 2027 
Term 6 
Monday 7th June to Tuesday 20th July 2027 
 
INSET Days: Tuesday 1st September, Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rd 
October, Monday 4th January, Wednesday 21st July 
  
May Day Bank Holiday (school closed): Monday 3rd May 2027 

We may add to the following dates as school and 
community events are confirmed. 
 
WB 29th June: Year 6 Activity Week 
Friday 3rd July: Year 1 Visit to Hill End 
Friday 3rd July: Year 3 Visit to The Sheldonian 
Sunday 5th July 11.00am – 3.00pm: St John’s Fest 
Tuesday 7th July: Year 2 Trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park 
Thursday 9th July: Shuffle up day – children spend the day in 
new classes 
Thursday 9th July 4.30 – 6.30pm Open evening 
Thursday 16th July 9.30am: Year 6 Leavers assembly 
Thursday 16th July 4.30 – 6.30pm: Year 6 Leavers Party 
Friday 17th July 1.30pm: End of Term 
 
 
 

 

Caring for Others † Achieving Excellence 
 

 

  



Family day, BBQ and party - have fun, help cure Motor Neurone Disease (MND) - 11th and 12th July 2026 
 
Get ready for Dukefest!! – the 4th epic summer party.  
 
With bands, DJs, family fun and the best BBQ food you 
will ever eat!!  
 
The event, in Woodstock is organised by The MND Army. 
A family living in Witney.  

• FIVE BBQs: head chefs from The Duke, Back Lane 
Tavern and OXTWO creating some of the best 

food you will ever taste* 😋  

• Bands: including headliners Inflatables and the 
Rock Hoppers (Saturday) and Marlia Rae (Sunday). 
Plus DJs  

• Games, Tony Payne Puppets and Teddy Tombola 
(Sunday), and art from artistsagainstmnd.org.uk   

• Saturday will be the usual mix of a chilled 
atmosphere and a chance to boogie. Sunday is 
more family oriented, still with a festival vibe 

*As well as the incredible BBQ food, there will be usual 
staples, such as pizza and burgers.  
 
 
To book, please call The Duke on 01993 811460. Should 
you wish, you can also donate here https://www.justgiving.com/page/dukefest2026-have-fun-cure-mnd 
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