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Saint Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools 

Parental Newsletter Friday 13th February 2026 
              Value for February – Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am sure that you are all aware of the serious incident that happened in 
Kingsbury High on Tuesday. It has naturally been worrying for families and 
for some students who have become aware of this. The Brent Director of 
Education, Partnership and Strategy has written to all parents to reassure 
and to give suggestions of practical support. Please see her letter on pages 
8 and 9.  
 

In assembly this week we were thinking about why Jesus said his disciples 
were like salt and light. We thought about Jesus wanting his followers to be 
like salt enhancing people’s lives by being a positive influence. We also 
thought that he wanted them to be like light and light up the world through 
their good deeds. Our mission was to also try to be like the salt of the Earth. 
We will try to improve the lives of others through our words and actions. This 
linked well with this week’s class assembly. 
Saint Joan of Arc led a wonderful assembly on spreading love in our whole 
community through our words and actions. We thought about the parable of 
the ‘Good Samaritan’ and the sacrifice of Saint Valentine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission was to look for one person each day who needs our kindness 
and we should try to help or cheer them up. 
 

Class Assemblies 
Assemblies take place in either school hall from 9a.m. 

                                       Thursday 5th March Saint Teresa 

 
Breakfast Club Daily 

7:45-8:30 a.m. 
Junior/Infant School 

Halls- registration 
required 

After School Club  
Junior School 

Monday-Friday  
3:00 -4:15p.m 

 
Monday 23rd February 

Dance Club 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 24th February 

Year 5 Reading Club 
3:30-4:15 
Gym Club  
Chess Club 

Archery Club 
3:30-4:30 p.m.   

 
Wednesday 25th February 

Football Club  
Film Making Club 

3:30-4:30 p.m.                    
 

Thursday 26th February 
Year 3 Computing Club 

3:30-4:15 p.m. 
Fencing 

3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 

Friday 27th February 
Gym Club  

3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Reminder: 
We break up for the half term holidays today Friday (13th February 2026) 

School is closed 16th February – 20th February 
We start back again on Monday 23rd February. 
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Class Masses 
Thank you to Father Joseph for leading Saint Francis’ class Mass this afternoon. Many thanks also to 
those parents and family members who were able to join with us.  
Please join with your child and our staff for their class Mass which will take place at 2p.m. in your 
child’s classroom.  
The Masses scheduled for this term are as follows: 
Saint Mary Friday 27th February 
Saint Catherine Friday 6th March 
Saint Jude Friday 13th March 

 

Parental Workshops 
Mathematics parental workshops will take place in either school hall from 9a.m on the 
following dates: 
Thursday 26th February Year 2 
Wednesday 4th March Year 4 
Tuesday 24th March Year 3 (please note change of date) 

 

Year of Reading 
2026 is the National Year of Reading. The Department for Education has 
launched a UK-wide campaign designed to help people rediscover the joy of 
reading. The ‘Go All In’ campaign aims to bring reading to everyone through 
their passions.  

To celebrate this, we have launched a special Reading Café. Parents and children are invited to enjoy a 
shared reading experience in the school halls, which will be magically transformed into a café You can 
choose a book to read together and enjoy some quiet time with your child. 
 

Parents are warmly invited to attend on the following afternoons this term from 2:30 p.m.: 
Wednesday 4th March Saint Catherine 
Wednesday 11th March Saint Angela 
Wednesday 25th March Saint Christopher  
We look forward to welcoming you for this special celebration of reading. 
 

Reading Café   
Thank you to everyone who joined us for Saint Mary’s Reading Café this week. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

World Book Day 
We will be celebrating World Book Week from Monday 2nd March with World Book Day on Thursday 5th 
March. A letter has been sent home this week giving details of a special ‘Story sack’ activity for you to 
work with your child on. This will encourage them to orally retell a favourite story supported by simple story 
props.  

 



3 
 

 
Brent Library Events 
Please see all of the wonderful, activities that are going on across the Brent Library Service across the half 
term holiday. It would be wonderful for the children to visit the library next week. Please see the events on 
pages 12 to 17. 

 

Royal Academy of Arts Young Artists Summer Show 
Details of an exciting competition have been emailed home to you this week. All children are being 
encouraged to submit one piece of artwork to the Royal Academy of Arts. There is no theme so children 
can submit whatever artistic contribution that they would like- allowing free range on creativity. 
Submissions need to be in after half term on Monday 23rd February. Selected artwork will be 
displayed at the Royal Academy of Arts in the summer term. Good luck! 

When submitting their artwork, we will ask for: 
• A photo of the finished piece 
• The title of the artwork 
• The size of the piece 
• A short written explanation from the artist, which may include why they created the 

work and what it means to them 

Mental Health Week 
Some classes took part in workshops led by Cathchild who provide our in 
school counselling service. Other pupils took part in class based activities to 
raise their awareness about mental health and wellbeing.  Safer Internet Day 
was also on Tuesday 10th February and the children had assemblies and 
activities to promote internet safety and making safe online choices. 
As part of ‘Mental Health Week’ the Prayer Leaders are supporting the Food 
Bank ‘Healthy Smiles Campaign’. Thank you to those of you who have 
already donated toothbrushes and toothpaste to support this campaign. We 
will extend this collection until after the half term holiday. 
 

Dementia Forum 
There will be an intergenerational Dementia Forum in Brent on Thursday 26th February from 11am – 
1.30pm.at the Civic Centre. All are invited including young carers. Please see the poster on page 19  
for more information. 
 

Dental Health Reminder 
A reminder if your child does not have a dentist or has not seen one in over a year, local dentists are 
offering a free service. Four different dentists are offering this opportunity. It is so important that 
children have regular dental checks. Please see the posters on pages 10 and 11. 
 

Admissions     

We currently have vacancies in Years 3 and 5 so if you know any families with children in non-

Catholic schools in these year groups, please encourage them to apply 
 

OPAL Play  
Thank you if you have already sent a donation in as part of 

our OPAL bingo competition. We are also 
requesting any donations of waterproof 
clothing that you may have and no longer 
need. Many thanks. 
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Half Term Welly Clean 
The children have taken their wellies home this week to clean them as they have gotten quite muddy. 
Please send the clean wellies back in after half term. Thank you. 
 

Uniform Change 
We are continuing to try different suppliers for our uniform to get better value for money as well as 
maintaining the uniform quality. We have found a cheaper polo top which we will be moving across to. 
The only difference will be there will be no stripe on the sleeve. 
 

Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we try our 
best to support you particularly in terms of the dangers that 
children may encounter online. If you have any concerns, 
please contact me. All school staff have regular training. I 
remind you of the Designated Safeguarding Staff who have 
had additional higher-level training in safeguarding. 

 

Online Safety  
Each week we will include a link to an information sheet which helps us navigate the online 
world, this week the National Online Safety guide is on ‘Social Media and Mental Health’ and 
can be found on page 20.  

 

House Points 
  

 

 
 

Weekly Attendance Award  
Congratulations to the class winners for last week. 
Junior School- Saint Vincent De Paul with an incredible 100% 
Infant School- Saint Christopher with an excellent 99% 

 

Star Reader Award 
Saint Patrick- Amora   Saint Bernadette- Kyler 

Saint Teresa- Archer   Saint George- Erica 

Saint John Paul- Nestor     Saint Christopher- Berwin      Saint Angela- Kaia 

Saint Catherine- Tommy   Saint Jude- Lois 

Saint Mary- Rayven      Saint Francis- Precious 

Saint Joan of Arc- Sherwyn       Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Dilivio   

Saint Faustina- Iga      Saint Vincent De Paul- Ruben C 
 

Star Writer Award 
Saint Patrick – Krizel    Saint Bernadette- Velrick 

Saint Teresa- Philiana   Saint George- Edma 

Saint John Paul- Shane      Saint Christopher- Kaleb    Saint Angela- Brion 

Saint Catherine- Vania    Saint Jude- Ariah 

Saint Mary- Abiel    Saint Francis- Ella 

Saint Joan of Arc- Addison    Saint Maximillian Kolbe-Leah 

Saint Faustina- Phares       Saint Vincent De Paul-Linsey  
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Star Speller Award 

Saint Patrick – Valenco    Saint Bernadette- Mysha 

Saint Teresa- Myler    Saint George- Spencer 

Saint John Paul- Arica    Saint Christopher- Eline    Saint Angela- Zane  
Saint Catherine- Alexis    Saint Jude- Edelfia 

Saint Mary- Victoria   Saint Francis- Savio 

Saint Joan of Arc- Kyara     Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Ariston 

Saint Faustina- Alexander     Saint Vincent De Paul- Adriel 

 

Star Handwriting Award 

Saint Patrick – Melantha   Saint Bernadette- Sanjes 

Saint Teresa- Elsa     Saint George- Alyssia 

Saint John Paul- Oskar     Saint Christopher- Esau    Saint Angela- Sinora 
Saint Catherine- Alicia    Saint Jude- Eleanor 

Saint Mary- Avia   Saint Francis- Anaya 

Saint Joan of Arc- Eleni   Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Kaion 

Saint Faustina- Nacia     Saint Vincent De Paul- Santana 

 
Star Oracy Champion Award 
Saint Patrick – Milosz    Saint Bernadette- Abner 

Saint Teresa- Blasia     Saint George- Jacob 

Saint John Paul- Stella    Saint Christopher- Marissa   Saint Angela- Zac 

Saint Catherine- Chris   Saint Jude- Annslina 

Saint Mary- Kamille    Saint Francis- Jakub 

Saint Joan of Arc- Rikhil   Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Lilly 

Saint Faustina- Lisanne      Saint Vincent De Paul- Celton 

 
Star Mathematician Award 
Saint Patrick – Kacper   Saint Bernadette- Anaya 

Saint Teresa- Tristan   Saint George- Graycen 

Saint John Paul- Felicia      Saint Christopher- Amelia   Saint Angela- Velrica 
Saint Catherine- Seanna    Saint Jude- Filton 

Saint Mary- Milosz    Saint Francis- Biyona 

Saint Joan of Arc-Princely   Saint Maximillian Kolbe- Stelia 

Saint Faustina- Nathan     Saint Vincent De Paul- Darius 
 
 

Star of the Week 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Saint Bernadette- Veloshka 

Saint Patrick- Hana 

Saint George- Graycen 

Saint Teresa- Dale 

Saint John Paul- Arica 

Saint Angela - Adriel 

Saint Christopher- Hania 

Saint Catherine- Riona 
Saint Jude- Anthony 
Saint Mary- Olivia 

Saint Francis- Lyza 

Saint Joan of Arc- Aaron 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe- Krizley 

Saint Vincent De Paul- Christian 

Saint Faustina- Lisanne 
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A Prayer for Ash Wednesday 

 

Loving God, 
on Ash Wednesday we pause and remember You. 

As we receive ashes, 
help us to turn our hearts back to You. 

Teach us to say sorry, 
to choose what is right, 

and to grow in kindness and love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have a lovely half term. 

Mrs. Whelan 
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Hello Parents and Carers  
 

Here is your School Newsletter from Brent Libraries for the Spring half term 2026. We have 

many exciting FREE events coming up for your children. Have a look below to see which 

events you would like to come to. Some events require booking, all details are below. 

Wembley Library   
  
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Tuesday 17 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
 
Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Wednesday 18 February  
12noon – 1pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
Thursday 19th Feb   
Lunar New Year art and craft   
2:30 - 3:30pm  
For ages 5 – 11  
 
Build and Code:  Robotics Workshops  
Friday 20 February 11am - 1pm  
Join us for a fun and creative workshop where children build their own LEGO robots 
completely from scratch, with no instructions!  Using motors, sensors, and simple 
coding, they’ll bring their creations to life and explore real STEM skills in a fun, creative 
way. No experience needed!  
Booking essential  strictly children 8 - 11 

 https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi 

Creative Art Workshops: Let’s make Optical illusions and Hanging Circles  
Saturday 21 February  
11am – 12noon and 1 –2 pm   
Crafty workshops delivered by Learning Through The Arts .  
For ages 5 – 11  
 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi
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Telling Tales - Where Imaginations Come To Life!  

Our wonderful six week Free course, STRICTLY for children aged 8-11 is back.  

Your child will develop, create and perform stories and poems with poet, performer and 

creative practitioner Arji Manuelpillai https://www.arji.org/ 

Telling Tales is funded by the arts Council. At the end of the six weeks there will be a live 

performance for friends and families to come along and see.  

Telling Tales will be happening every Saturday at 11.30am to 1.00pm at Wembley 

Library. Please be on time! Children must come to every session. Booking 

essential the link is after the dates of the event. 

 

Saturday  21 February 

Saturday  28 February 

Saturday    7 March 

Saturday  14 March 

Saturday   21 March 

Saturday   28 March 

 

Telling Tales is free and your children are expected to attend every week 

https://forms.office.com/e/9eWT7Ez464 

 

Ealing Road Library   
  
Ealing Road Library STEM Club  
Wednesdays 4 – 5.30pm  
28 January, 25 February, 25 March, 29 April  
Science, Technology, engineering and mathematics workshops  
for children aged 8-11.  
Advanced booking required at https://tinyurl.com/jjhjrrzs  
 
Build and Code:  Robotics Workshops  
Saturdays: 14, 21, 28 February, 7 March  
2.30 - 4.30pm  Ages 8 – 11 only 
Join us for a fun and creative workshop where children build their own LEGO robots 
completely from scratch, with no instructions!  Using motors, sensors, and simple 
coding, they’ll bring their creations to life and explore real STEM skills in a fun, creative 
way. No experience needed!  
Booking essential 
https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi 

Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Monday 16 February  
12noon – 1pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

https://www.arji.org/
https://forms.office.com/e/9eWT7Ez464
https://tinyurl.com/jjhjrrzs
https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi
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Ages 5 – 11 years  
 
Crafting with Barnardos 
2.30 – 4pm 
Come and craft with Barnardos making something really exciting to take home. Let your 
imagination soar as you use different materials to make something really special  
Family event 
 
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Tuesday 17 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity   Ages 5 – 11 years  
 
Ealing Road Film Club   
Zootropolis  
Thursday: 19 February  
2.30 – 4.30pm   
Zootropolis is an animated adventure film about a rabbit police officer named Judy Hopps 
and a cynical fox con artist, Nick Wilde, who team up to solve a mystery in the modern, 
all-animal city of Zootropolis.  
Family Film Fun   
Ages 5 – 11   
Image No    
   
Creative Art Workshops: Let's make Zines and Poems from old newspaper  
Friday 20 February  
11am – 12noon and 2 – 3pm   
Crafty workshops delivered by Learning Through The Arts .  
For ages 5 – 11  
   
Harlesden Library   
 
Carnival de Livro 
Saturday 14 February 
12 noon – 4pm 
To celebrate the Rio de Janeiro carnival in Brazil there will be an explosion of colour, 
music and fun with a carnival themed programme for the Brazilian community and all 
Harlesden residents. 
Children, families, adults, all ages 
   
Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Monday 16 February  
2.30 - 3.30pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
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Creative Art Workshops: Let's make Pen holders and Paper fish   
Tuesday 17 February  
11am – 12noon and 2 – 3pm   
Crafty workshops delivered by Learning Through The Arts .  
For ages 5 – 11  
 

Colourful Creations: Mosaic Art Workshop  

Wednesday 18 February  

 2.30 - 3.30pm  

Join us to create a colourful mosaic using a variety of materials. Perfect for young artists 

of all abilities, come along and get creative! Ages 5-11, drop in.  

 
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Thursday 19 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
  
Build and Code:  Robotics Workshops  
Friday 20 February 2.30 – 4.30pm  
Join us for a fun and creative workshop where children build their own LEGO robots 
completely from scratch, with no instructions!  Using motors, sensors, and simple 
coding, they’ll bring their creations to life and explore real STEM skills in a fun, creative 
way. No experience needed! Special Brent Council funded digital project aimed at 
children attending Brent schools  
Adv booking essential strictly ages 8 - 11 

https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi 
 
Kilburn Library   
  
Lunar New Year Craft 
Monday 16 February 
2.30- 3.30pm 
Ages 5 – 11 
  
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Tuesday 17 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
   
Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Thursday 19 February  
12 noon – 1pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

 Ages 5 – 11 years  
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Kilburn Library Launch Day 
Saturday 28 February 
12 – 4pm 

Celebrate the grand reopening of Kilburn Library with storytelling, arts and crafts, face 
painting, raffles and green workshops plus plus! 
 
Kingsbury Library   
  
Crafting with Barnardos 
11.30am – 1.00pm 
Come and craft with Barnardos making something really exciting to take home. Let your 
imagination soar as you use different materials to make something really special  
Family event 
 
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Tuesday 17 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
  
Creative Art Workshops: Let’s make Bug Badges 
and Creative Shoes Thurday Thursday 19 February  
11am – 12noon and 2 – 3pm   
Crafty workshops delivered by Learning Through The Arts .  
For ages 5 – 11  
 
Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Friday 20 February  
12noon – 1pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

  
Ages 5 – 11 years   
  
Build and Code:  Robotics Workshops  
Saturdays: 14, 21, February  
11am - 1pm  
Join us for a fun and creative workshop where children build their own LEGO robots 
completely from scratch, with no instructions!  Using motors, sensors, and simple 
coding, they’ll bring their creations to life and explore real STEM skills in a fun, creative 
way. No experience needed!  
Booking essential strictly ages 8 - 11 

https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi 

 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi
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The Library at Willesden Green   
   
Creative Art Workshops: Let’s make Bug Badges and Creative Shoes 
Monday 16 February  
11am – 12noon and 2 – 3pm   
Crafty workshops delivered by Learning Through The Arts .  
For ages 5 – 11  
 
Build and Code:  Robotics Workshops  
Saturdays: 28 February, 7 March  
11am - 1pm  
Join us for a fun and creative workshop where children build their own LEGO robots 
completely from scratch, with no instructions!  Using motors, sensors, and simple 
coding, they’ll bring their creations to life and explore real STEM skills in a fun, creative 
way. No experience needed!  
Booking essential strictly ages 8 - 11 
https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi 

 
Lights, Camera, Action – Create your own self portrait.  
Tuesday 17 February   
2.30 - 3.30pm   
Arts and craft activity  
Ages 5 – 11 years  
 
Create Wonderful Portraits 
Wednesday 18 February  
2.30 – 4.30pm 
Family craft activity fun delivered by Brent Heritage Team 
  
Beezee Families: Portion Patrol: Mission Nutrition!  
Thursday 19 February  
2.30 - 3.30pm  
Join us for a fun, interactive session where families learn how to serve smarter, eat 
better, and feel great! We’ll explore portion sizes in playful ways — perfect for children 
and grown-ups alike. This isn’t just about food — we’ll also get everyone up and active 
with a fun movement break to energise the room! Expect music, laughter, and easy 
exercises / dancing that everyone can join in with.  

• Discover how much is just enough  
• Get hands-on with food models and games  
• Learn simple tips for healthy eating at home  

  
Ages 5 – 11 years  

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/MG7i2XPZxi
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