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Saint Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools
Parental Letter Friday 18th September 2026
Value for September- Family

Breakfast Club Daily In assembly this week we were thinking about reconciliation and
- 745-830am. showing forgiveness as we try to grow closer to God and follow in his
Junior School Hall- registration | footsteps. Our mission was to try to show our love for one another by

required , being forgiving this week.
After School Club Infant /Junior

School Monday-Friday ]
3:30 -4:15p.m Parent Governor Election

We are currently seeking Parent Governors to join our Governing

'V'°“°";V 2k15t Seztember Board. This is an amazing opportunity to help to shape the direction of
.. 3aoe4‘_";‘(’)" © the school. Currently we have had no volunteers which is very
:30-4:30 p.m. . . L
disappointing.
Tuesday 22" September Please see the information on pages 9 and 10.
Gym Club If you would like further details, please speak to me or email:
3:30-4:30 p.m. Infant School: parent@sjinf.brent.sch.uk
Archery Junior School: parent@sjnr.brent.sch.uk
3:30-4:30
Wednesday 23 September School Vacancies
3:30-4:30p.m. We currently have vacancies in year 4 and in nursery. Please share this
Chess Club information with any families who wish their child to attend a Catholic
Football Club faith school
Infant Art Club '
3:30-4:30 p.m. October Two Week Holiday Trial Academic Year 2026-2027

A reminder that the dismissal timings have changed as we are

Thursday 24t Septemb : o
ursesy cprember extending the school day to cover the lost learning time for the

3:23?::35 I:_t:n_ additional weeks holiday at October half term. Please note this is a trial
Year 3 Computing Club for one year and we will seek parental feedback as to your thoughts on
3:30-4:15 p.m. the impact this has during this academic year.
Dodge ball
3:30-4:30 p.m. Class assemblies — 9 a.m. in either school hall
Infant Cooking Club Wednesday 231 September Saint Angela
3:30-4:30 p.m. Thursday 24th September Saint Faustina

Wednesday 7t October Saint John Paul
Wednesday 14t October Saint Vincent De Paul
Wednesday 11t November Saint Christopher
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RSE Consultation

Following the introduction of the new statutory requirements for Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE),
we are currently reviewing our RSE curriculum and policy to ensure that they meet the updated requirements
while continuing to reflect the Catholic ethos and teachings of our schools.

The parental consultation will run for six weeks, from Monday 7th September to Friday 16th October 2026.
We warmly encourage all parents and carers to take part by reviewing the proposed curriculum content and
resources and sharing their views with us.

To support the consultation, parents and carers are reminded that they always have access to the Ten Ten
Parent Portal, where you can view the curriculum content, lessons and resources that will be used with the
children. A link to the portal, together with your username and password, has been sent directly to the email
address linked to your ParentPay account. If you have not received these details, please contact the school office.
If you have any questions, comments or feedback during the consultation period, please email the relevant school:
Infant School: rse@sjinf.brent.sch.uk

Junior School: rse@sjjnr.brent.sch.uk

Thank you for taking the time to engage with this important consultation and for working in partnership with us as
we continue to provide RSE that meets statutory requirements and reflects our Catholic faith, values and school
mission, ‘We follow Christ’s footsteps in love.’

OPAL We are delighted to announce that we have achieved the gold level of

m\'“ Gold accreditation for our OPAL initiative. This is a great achievement that only a small

Award number of schools across the country have achived. Massive congratulations go to

PP rr]  Mrs. Evans who is our OPAL lead supported by Miss. Falconer and all of the playteam
— our teaching and learning assistants. The staff have worked so hard to improve the quality of lunchtime play
over the last two years. Pupil feedback is also very positive and the children enjoy the new approach to play.
Thank you too for your support and donations of play resources.

Please could children bring in their wellies, a spare plain white t-shirt or spare polo top and a \ k\

Ofpal

pair of socks which will remain in school. This is in case children get wet or muddy during water
play. Please ensure that the items all have their names on and are in a plastic bag also with their
name written on. Many thanks.

OPAL Visit Afternoons

Unfortunately, we had to cancel parental visits to see OPAL in action in the summer term due to the heat. We have
rescheduled these to:

Wednesday 7t October from 2p.m. Years 6,3,2 and R

Thursday 8t October from 2p.m. Years 1,4 and 5

Macmillan Fund raising Event

The Prayer Leaders will be holding a cake sale on Friday 25 September from 3p.m. in both the infant and junior
playgrounds. You can support the event by scanning a QR code on the day to make a donation or by bringing
cash (coins and small notes only please). Every cake bought and every donation made will help Macmillan
provide vital care and support to people living with cancer and their families.

Thank you for supporting our Prayer Leaders and helping us make a positive difference in our community.
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School Council Eco Hero Shop
Our newly elected School Council are excited to reopen our Eco Hero Shop on Friday 2n October from
3:10p.m. If you have bottles that you are happy to donate, please send them in. Please also remember to bring
your own 100ml bottles to the shop to fill up. This will save you money and help to reduce plastic waste. You will
be able to purchase their fabulous eco-friendly bubble bath, soap and washing up liquid. We are encouraging
everyone to bring their own empty bottle to fill up.
The prices will be as follows for each bottle of 100ml product:
Indulgent Coconut Body wash 100ml £1
Calming Cucumber Hand Soap 100ml 80p
Uplifting Pink Grapefruit Hand Soap 100ml 80p
Uplifting Rhubarb and Lemon Washing Up Liquid 100ml 60p
If you do not bring your own bottle to fill
you can purchase an empty bottle which we will fill for you.
100ml empty bottles for you to fill 60p
Payment can be accepted by card or cash. Please keep sending in your donated 100ml bottles for us to use in the
shop. Thank you.

Balance Bike Training

All Reception pupils will be having balance bike training on the 21st, 22nd and 2314 of September. More details have
been given directly to reception parents. Please ensure you return your consent forms by Monday morning 21st
September.

Basics Cycle Skills Training
Some pupils in Years 3 and 4 will be taking part in basic skills cycle training on Thursday 24th and Friday 25t
September.

Forward Notice Parental Meetings

We will be holding parental meetings on Monday 12t and Tuesday 13t October from 2:40-5:45p.m. This will give
you the opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher and have a look at their work so far this term.
Meetings will be in person in school. You have been sent information on how to book your appointment on our
School Cloud system along with this newsletter. The booking system will open on Saturday 19t September
from 9a.m. It will close on Friday 2 October at 4:30p.m.

School will end an hour earlier on both of these days so please ensure that you pick your child up as below
on both days not just the day of your appointment:

Monday 12th and Tuesday 13t October children will be dismissed at the following times:

Reception 2:20 p.m.  Nursery 2:30 p.m.

Year12:25 p.m. Year22:30 p.m. Saint John Paul 2:30 p.m.

Year 3 2:25 p.m. Year4 2:30 p.m.

Year 52:30 p.m. Year 6 2:30 p.m.

Homework club will run as usual but there will be no taekwondo on Monday
nor gym or archery on Tuesday.




Forward Notice Parental Workshops- Reading and Phonics Workshops
These will take place at 8:45 a.m. in either school hall

Wednesday 30t September Year 1

Monday 5t October Year 2

Thursday 5th November Year 3

Monday 9 November Year 4

Thursday 19t November Year 5

Reception Stay and Play Day

There will be a stay and play morning on Tuesday 17t November from 8:45 a.m. This is an opportunity for
parents to stay with their child for the beginning of the session and experience a phonics session. There will also
be tips on how you can support your child in developing their phonics and reading knowledge.

As space is limited, please do not bring younger siblings to this Stay and Play session.

Nursery Stay and Play Day

There will be a stay and play morning and afternoon on Wednesday 25t November at 8:30 a.m. (morning
nursery) and 12:25 p.m. (afternoon nursery) This is an opportunity for parents to stay with their child for the
beginning of the session. You will experience playing alongside your child in the nursery environment and
experience some of the activities they enjoy across the week.

As space is limited, please do not bring younger siblings to this Stay and Play session.

Year 6 Secondary School

Year 6 applications for admission to secondary school need to be submitted by October 31st 2026. | include the link
below to further information on the Brent website.
https://www.brent.gov.uk/education-schools-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-
place#planandprepare

Father Joseph will be signing the Certificate’s of Catholic Practice on the 29t and 30t of September from
3.30pm onwards in the Parish Centre. You will need a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate with you.
Your child should accompany you to this meeting.

For your convenience | include below information on open days and links to school websites for secondary schools
who our pupils have historically applied to. If you need support in choosing a school or in completing applications,
please contact the school office and we will support you through the application process.

Saint Gregory’s Catholic Science College
Open Evening Thursday 1st October 2026 from 4p.m onwards.
www.stgregorys.harrow.sch.uk

Newman Catholic College

Thursday 1st October 2026, 5pm - 7.30pm

Open mornings between 9:15-10:45 a.m. on the following days
Tuesday 6" October

Wednesday 7t October

Tuesday 13t October

Wednesday 14t October
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See website for full details. Newman Catholic College - Home (ncc.brent.sch.uk)
Saint Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls

Open Evening: Tuesday 29th September 2026, 4pm - 7pm;

See school website for full details. www.stclaudines.co.uk

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School
Tuesday 220 September 2026 and includes tours of the school and an address from the Headteacher at 4.30pm or

6p.m._See website for full details.
The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School - Admissions

Gunnersbury Catholic School

Wednesday 231 September 2026 5.00pm - 7.30pm with Headteacher's address at 6.00pm and 6.45pm
Open Afternoons

Wednesday 231 September 2026 1.30pm - 3.00pm with Headteacher’s address at 2.30pm

Monday 28t September 2026 1.30pm — 3.00pm with Headteacher’s address at 2.30pm

Open Morning

Wednesday 30t September 2026 10.30am — 11.30am

See website for full details. Visits must be booked on the following link
Gunnersbury Catholic School - Admissions

Sacred Heart Language College
Meetings have taken place contact the school to arrange a visit.

See website for full details.
The Sacred Heart Language College - Admissions Information For 2027-2028

Salvatorian College

Open Evening: Tuesday 29t September 2026 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Open Morning: Thursday 1st October 2026 9:00-10:00 a.m.by appointment

Guided Tours with the Head of School or Head of Year 7 can be booked at any time by sending an email
to admissions@salvatorian.harrow.sch.uk

See website for full details

https://www.salvatoriancollege.com/admissions/

Saint Michael’s Catholic High School

Meetings have taken place contact the school to arrange a visit.

St Michael's application form must be received by the 23rd October 2026
https://www.stmichaelscatholichighschool.co.uk/121/year-7-application-form
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Harvest Foodbank Collection

As part of our Catholic values, our Prayer Leaders are collecting food for Brent Foodbank this Harvest Festival.
Please donate items from the shopping list, including tinned food, rice, tea, coffee, UHT milk and jam. Full details
can be found on page 11. Donations need to be in school before the 9t October 2026.

Thank you for helping us to follow Christ’s footsteps in love and support families in our local community.

Online Safety
Each week we will include an information sheet which helps us navigate the online world. This week the National
Online Safety guide is about what parents and carers need to know about ‘Violent Behaviour' please see page 8.

- | Saint Joseph's Catholic

Safequardinq "\%; Safeguarding u Infant and Junior Schools
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we try our Dest to e we e commtesto ne ety snd apoioes of st our idren.
support you particularly in terms of the dangers that children may SaRpMNI s aaedng e

encounter online. If you have any concerns, please contact me.
All school staff and Governors have regular training. | remind you
of the Designated Safeguarding Staff who have had additional
higher-level training in safeguarding.

Weekly Attendance Award

Congratulations to last week’s winners.

Saint Vincent De Paul on 99%

Infant School- Saint Bernadette, Saint Patrick, Saint George and Saint Christopher all on 98%!!!

House Points

Mark Matthew Luke John
1t 1784 points 2"d 1182 points 3rd 998 points 4th 908 points

House point totals 18" September 2026

Star of the Week
Saint Bernadette- Cadence

Saint Catherine- Lintroy
Saint Jude- Zuzia

Saint Patrick- Jenesis Saint Mary- Ethan

Saint George- Lael Saint Francis- Stallon

Sa!nt Teresa- Jake Saint Joan of Arc- Olivia

Sa!nt John Paul- Dalle Saint Maximilian Kolbe- Maisie
Saint Angela - Zynair Saint Faustina- Kacper

Saint Christopher- Leancy Saint Vincent De Paul- Asenka



Prayer for Family

Loving God,

Thank you for the gift of our families
and for all those who love, care for and support us.

Help us to remember that our school is also a family,
where everyone is welcomed, valued and cared for.

Teach us to be patient with one another,
to forgive when things go wrong,
to celebrate each other’s joys

and to offer kindness when someone needs our help.

May our homes and our school be places
filled with love, respect, understanding and peace.

Help us, as one Saint Joseph’s family,
to Follow Christ’s footsteps in Love
in all that we say and do.

Amen

Have a lovely weelend.
Nne. Whelan

[ Wi Fallow Christ's )
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A regular safeguarding update will be provided with this newsletter to ensure that you have access to current
useful information and guidance.

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please t www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Since the dawn of video games there have been questions asked about their potential link to violent or disruptive behaviour in people, and in particular, young
people. These questions certainly haven’t been without merit; violent content and graphics seemingly get more and more common as technology progresses. But
what'’s the truth when it comes to the science? Thankfully, in today’s age we actually have a much more solid idea of what the link between the two looks like, and

whether or not we should be concerned. In this guide, we'll look at the arguments both for and against the idea that video games cause violent behaviour.

& Do Video (ames Actudlly (Guse

VIOLENT
BEHAVIOUR?, ¢ 4

VIOLENT AND MATURE THEMES , HISTORICAL HYSTERIA )
y violent or more mature Modern video games are a cultural phenomena, and we're still

no getting aroul
Channsmdtothenﬂnlobm(lwynnbeqm Useofwupombudhnme. getting to grips with gaming as an entertainment medium. If we
mature content or scary images are worrying ﬂ\hﬂiml luce to a young mind at the best of look back through history however, there’s an emergent pattern of
times, and even more so when they can be interacted with. media blaming new technologies for a whole host of things.

ly th down to the jud f as to whether they think it's For instance, when radio first became popular, people would
propriate for their young ones, but a great place to startis the ESRB (Entertainment Software blame it for earthquakes and droughts. It's good to keep an open
Rating Board) rating of a game. these ratings carry arecommended age, but also mind when something new and popular appears on the scene like

gm:nldnofwhaik!ndsoﬂhimswlvbchMgam gaming. Justk itisn’t und d, it doesn’'t
' mean it's dangerous.
ANGER EXHIBITED DURING
gL GAMESJ w ALMOST EVERY MODERN SCIENTIFICSTUDY )

As studies into whether video games make people violent become more common, we've
Many parents notice an increase in their young one’s oraglhuon after playinga come to understand a great many things about how the processes and measuring the
video game. This is very common. However, it shouldn’t forwmnﬂlatvldlogamosan outcomes should be carried out. As such, almost every modern study on the subject has
an interactive m-dlum and, unlike a film or TV show, you have direct control over what is turned up an inconclusive outcome finding a link.

much
In a thorough joint 2019 study between the Universities of Oxford and Cardiff in Royal Society
In2011,a smdy intoThnGnnenl Aggression Modd (GAM) suggested that video games can Open Science, scientists concluded that “there was no evidence for a critical tipping point
n in players, and gives players relating violent g: The study asked both teenagers
an opportunity to learn and pra:ﬁu aggmln which translate over into the and their parents to monitor and feed back on their aggressive thoughts after playing video

lulwodd. While this study was debunked due to its flawed process, parents should still be games in an attempt to give a well-rounded result.

lant if they see a chldexNHﬂngslgmofnggresslonmleplaylng.md encourage
mquunt breaks from screen time.

MISUNDERSTOOD OUTSIDE FACTORS ) ‘
RELATIVELY UNKNOWN LONG'TERM EFFECTS) It’s easy to see why people link violent video games with real world aggressive behaviour, and

there s certainly some truth in the fact they can make young people upset in the short-term. After
Because gaming is such a new form of media, not many all, nobody likes the faellng of losing whether it’s in the real world or a virtual one. But we shouldn’t
studies can confidently what the long-term effects for when assessing what this means.
of gaming on young minds will be. While it’s widely .
assumed by scientists and researchers that there will be Sometimes outside factors can to shiftsin that could be
very few m gdm it's sgm omoﬂ.‘.gm gaming, but not caused by it. If you're concerned over recent mood swings or aggressive
tendencies in loved ones, there’s no substitute for talking it out and trying to get to the route of the
as any other new media, and enjoyed in d problem. A lot of people use video games as an escape from everyday life, and taking this away

i without proper thought could make things worse.

National

Online

Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday

@ SHOULD WE STOP BLAMING VIDEO GAMES FOR VIOLENT AND AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR?

Weighing up the pros and cons before letting our young ones play a video game should always be at the forefront of our minds, but the evidence of the negative impressions
they leave has been debunked time and again in recent years.

It’s likely that the argument around violence and video games will continue for some years, and there’s certainly work to be done on both sides when it comes to researching the actual repercussions. While
modern scientific studies have started to lean heavily towards there being zero or minimal connections, it’s still vitally important to listen and do your own research with an open mind. If there’s concern
about growing behavioural issues in your kids, talk to them and encourage breaks, or play with them and try to experience the games yourself. You might just find something you like in the process!

Mee{ our experf,

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor and presenter. He is
the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming
and GAMINGbible. Starting gaming from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for
understanding how games and tech work, but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-athletes-way/201902/is-aggression-actually-linked-violent-video-games, https://wwwilatimes.com/world-nation/story/201 J L les,
https://www.apa.org/science/about/psa/2003/10/anderson, https://www.apa.org/about/policy/violent-video-games,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/olliebarder/2019/02/15/new-study-shows-that-there-is-no-link-between-violent-video-games ssion-in-te . ‘https://web.archive.org/web/20170812083034/,
http://public.psych.iastate.edu/caa/abstracts/2010-2014/11DAB.pdf, https:/en.wil i i ‘
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/teens-who-play-violent-video-games-not-more-violent-behavior, https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ulterior-motives/201!

www.nationalonlinesafety.com  Twitter - @natonlinesafety = Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 09.10.2019
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Friday 10t September 2026

Dear Parents,

As you know the Infant and Junior school are in a hard federation. Two vacancies have arisen in the Infant and Junior Schools for new
Parent Governors. Parents of all registered pupils at the schools are entitled to stand and vote for the candidate of their choice. There will
be one vote for each family.

You may nominate another parent with their approval or you may put yourself forward for election. Names should be received at the
school by 12 noon Friday 25t February 2026. Candidates will be expected to write a statement of support of no more than one side of
A4 paper outlining their reasons for wishing to stand and the skills they feel that they have to offer for circulation to parents. This should
be submitted together with the nomination. If necessary, there will be a ballot period and information about this will be circulated in due
course.

Before you decide to nominate someone, or indeed yourself, you may want to know a bit more of what is involved. Governors need not be
experts in the field of education. What they do need is an interest in the school and in the welfare of the children and the time and
willingness to get involved. The skills that you hold in your personal or professional life can be very useful to the Board of Governors.
Governors also need the ability to be able to build relationships with a range of people, to be able to work as part of a team and to be able
to question and to make connections between different types of information. All governors are expected to be able to read straightforward
budget reports and data on school standards.

Our Board of Governors expects Governors to be available to:

e attend at least two meetings a term

o visit the school formally from time to time for monitoring visits
e commit to attend training courses as required by your role.

If you are interested in becoming a Parent Governor, but would like more information about the role and the level of commitment please
contact Mrs. Whelan who will be happy to give you more details.

Further information about the role is attached and you can also go to www.rcdow.org.uk, click on education and then school governors.

Yours faithfully,

A Turneyr

Ms. A. Turner
Governing Board Clerk Saint Joseph's Infant and Junior Schools
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The Role of Elected Parent Governors — Guidance from
Westminster Diocese

Parents of pupils attending the school may elect one or more of their number to serve as a school governor. The precise
number will be prescribed in the Instrument of Government. Elected parent governors, like elected teacher governors, are full
members of the governing body. With the foundation governors appointed by the Bishop, representative governors, and the
head teacher, they form the school's governing body which has responsibility for many issues including setting the aims of the
school and ensuring that its identity as a Catholic School is sustained in every area of its life and underpins its curriculum
planning. Within this framework of Catholic Education, follows responsibility for Religious Education, National Curriculum,
managing the delegated budget, appointing teaching and non-teaching staff. Fuller details of governors responsibilities are
given in 'School Governors: A Guide to the Law — Voluntary Aided Schools' available free of charge from the DFEE.
At the time of election, the elected parent governor must have a child on the roll of the school and may continue as a governor
even if the child leaves the school before the completion of the four-year term of office. Although elected by the parent body,
the parent governor is not mandated to represent their views at meetings and should be alert to the importance of advising
parents to contact the head teacher directly in those issues for which he/she has professional responsibility. Like all governors
the elected parent governor brings his/her own perspective and experience to the governing body, and in company with fellow
governors must aim to offer the school the following:

e an understanding and promotion of the Catholic School's Aims and Identity.

e time to prepare for and attend governors meetings and other school events.

e a concern for the whole school and its role in the parish and local community.

e willingness to learn about developments in education from the head teacher and staff and by attendance at Diocesan and
LA training for governors.

e an understanding of the governing body's relationship with the head teacher.

e willingness to be a good team member, working harmoniously with fellow governors and school staff.

e an ability to maintain confidentiality in many areas of governors' work.

Please note all Governors will have to comply with our safeguarding policy including completing a
DBS/Disclosure and Barring check.
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Together with Trussell

Harvest
appeal

Help support your food
bank this Harvest

In the three weeks leading up to Harvest,
Brent food bank will provide owver 1,100
food parcels for local individuals and
families facing hardship.

Donate food

Donate an iberm or teo from our
shopging list, ensuring we can
— provide food for people facing

hardship in your commmunity.

Donate money

Help to cover the costs of
storing and distributing fiood,
as well as developing
sustainable projects.

0203 7455 972
Brent.foodbank.org.uk

Regstered Charly in Englard & Wales (1206072}

Shopping list
Tinned fish

Tinned vegetables

Coffeel/ Tea

Rice

Milk (UHT or powdered)
Tinned Soup

Tinned pudding

Jam

Tinned Tomatoes

Tinned fruit
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(W) School Jotter

Never miss
school notifications

Download the School Jotter Mobile App
today and you'll get:

Q:H News and message notifications

School colendar access

C@> Other links to useful resources

[ ) Géo;lePlayJ E q Scan this code
P — - to download
[. App Store ] [=] 5 the App.

07:53 W' 56 €D

< App Store

QT L Ha96TA 0

Search for our school by
searching st jos. It is labelled
the infant school but it is for

both the infant and junior
schools.

“ St Joseph's Rc Infant School -
19/07/2024

St Joseph's Catholic
infant School
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