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“Everything we can be, with Christ in our hearts.” 

Welcome to Reception Class 2025!
This week marked the first full week where Reception Class were in all together! I 
guess no one can remember how exciting AND daunting that is, but it is a unique 
day in any family’s life – after 4 or so years of being the children’s first teacher, 
inspiration and guide in life, you must summon the trust to wave goodbye to 
them at the school gate on that incredible morning!
Our newest crop of ‘SJVers’ have settled in brilliantly! Inquisitive, enthusiastic and 
ready to embark on a life of learning. 
We appreciate that it takes an inordinate amount of trust to do that, and we 
assure you that we both appreciate it and accept the responsibility. Whatever 
stumbles or issues you may see in this week, or the coming weeks, we will get 
there. We always do, working with you to get your children the best start to 
school life possible.
So, welcome Reception. We look forward to you sharing 7 years of your life with 
us!                                                                                                                    Mr. McNicholas



Notices & Reminders
We are a NUT FREE Zone – we have children and adults with NUT allergies.  Please be mindful with 
your child’s packed lunch and after school snacks.

Key Dates for your diary:
• Year 2 trip to Railway Fields – Monday 22nd Sept
• Reception Class Parent Meeting - 6pm – Wednesday 24th September 
• Macmillan Coffee Afternoon – 3.30pm – school playground – All 

welcome 
• School Photographs – individual and sibling photos – Wednesday 1st

Octobern
• Friends of St John Vianey Primary School – Annual General Meeting 9am 

– Friday 3rd October – all welcome to attend
• Year 6 residential visit to Pendarren House – 6th – 10th October
• Year 5 visit to the Design Museum – Wednesday 15th October
• Parent Teacher Consultations week – Week commencing 20th October

Emergency Contact forms and Trip Consent forms: 
If you have not already done so please return these as they are an essential part of 
our safeguarding policies and your prompt attention is appreciated. If you change 
your contact details throughout the school year please make sure you inform the 
school immediately.

School Uniform-Lost property: 
Our lost property box is already overflowing with unnamed items of clothing – please 
clearly write your child’s name on their clothes so misplaced items can be returned to 
their rightful owner.

Holy Communion Classes at St John Vianney Church:
If your child is in Year 3 or above and has not made their Holy Communion there is still 
time to sign up. Please contact the parish office for more information.  There are 
application forms in the school office should you need one, The deadline for 
submitting applications to the church (not the school) is Tuesday 30th September 
2025.

Friends of St John Vianney Primary School:
The FOSJV will be holding their AGM on Friday 3rd October – please come along at 
9am.  All parents of the school are FOSJV. Please consider if you could become a class 
rep, or take on another position on the committee – any of the current committee 
would be happy to talk to you about what’s involved.





Community Notice
NB: these notices are posted as they may be of interest to our families. We do not endorse them in any way and participation is at your discretion.
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SJV Nursery 2025/2026 – 15 hours / 30 hours entitlement

Places are available for this autumn term if your child has turned 3 years by 31 

August 2025.

• If your child is due to turn 3 this autumn term, up to 31 December 2025, we 

have an intake in the spring term 2026, subject to availability. Applications forms 

will be available after the October 2025 half term holiday for this intake.

• We also have an intake in the summer term for children turning 3 by 31 March 

2026, in the spring term, subject to availability.  Applications forms will be 

available in February 2026 for this intake.

Please call into the school office to collect an application form or to speak to Mrs 

Alfonso if you have any questions.





First Week at Big School!

Our beautiful ‘Mosaic of Hope’ was unveiled this 
week – a permanent reminder in our playground that 
we always have Hope – huge thanks to Artistic 
Director Ms. Swan!!
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Funny Faces in Y4?
There is an explanation for this! 
I will share next week…



Notices & Reminders
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Age ratings 
Despite age restrictions, many primary school children access 
popular social media and entertainment platforms. These Apps 
are NOT recommended for primary aged children, particularly 
without parental controls and supervision:

YouTube (13+) – Video streaming platform with a separate YouTube 
Kids app for younger users.

TikTok (13+) – Short-form video-sharing app with a restricted mode for 
younger users.

Instagram (13+) – Photo and video-sharing social media platform 
owned by Meta.

Snapchat (13+) – Social media app for sharing disappearing messages 
and videos.

Roblox (13+ for full access, but children under 13 can have restricted 
accounts) – Online game creation and playing platform.

Discord (13+) – Chat and voice communication app popular among 
gamers.

Facebook (13+) – Social media platform, though less commonly used by 
younger children.

Twitter (now X) (13+) – Social media and microblogging platform.

Twitch (13+) – Live streaming platform, mainly for gaming content.

Reddit (13+) – Forum-based social platform with a variety of 
discussions.



There are several reliable websites where parents can check age 
ratings, safety information, and parental controls for apps their 
children are using. Here are some suggestions:

1. Common Sense Media
•Provides detailed reviews of apps, games, movies, and 
websites. 
•Includes age ratings, expert opinions, and parent/child 
reviews. 
•Explains risks such as privacy concerns, in-app purchases, and 
chat features. 

2. ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board)
•Official age ratings for video games and some apps. 
•Helps parents understand the content (e.g., violence, 
language, online interactions). 

3. Google Play Store & Apple App Store
•Official age ratings for each app. 
•Found in the app description under "Age rating" or "Parental 
Guidance". 

4. Internet Matters
•UK-based resource with parent guides on digital safety. 
•Provides app safety advice, age ratings, and parental controls. 

5. National Online Safety
•Provides free downloadable safety guides for popular apps. 
•Covers potential risks like cyberbullying, privacy, and in-app 
purchases. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.esrb.org/
https://play.google.com/store/games?device=windows&gl=UK&utm_source=emea_OO&utm_medium=playstore&utm_content=Dec1224&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-EDR-emea-gb-1710138-OO-playstore-py-Evergreen-Dec1224-Text_Search_BKWS-EXA|7Cpid_80399023-cid_0-aid_256595225&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA-5a9BhCBARIsACwMkJ70xv7vwIpWSdbzncF7Ppy8Lkliw0DIUi20CwQn_q4_G5LMQznwXGkaArm6EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Reception:
First of all, well done to ALL of Reception Class for a fantastic first FULL week at school. You have 

settled in so well and made lots of new friends!

This week, two children have stood out to me as children who really understand what it is to be a 

child at SJV.

I would like to choose J as a star this week - she has been looking for ways to help other children 

in the class, whether it is showing them where to put things away, guiding them to their new carpet 

spaces or even fetching tissues for children who miss their mummies and daddies. It’s great to 

have such a helpful member of our new class!

My third star this week is R for being a great example to the rest of the class. She always listens 

carefully to instructions and shows everyone how to sit beautifully on the carpet. She also takes 

great care of the toys in the classroom and yesterday she tidied up the very messy reading corner 

without being asked - putting away all of the cuddly toys in the correct boxes. Thank you for being 

a great example for all of the friends in class!

19th September 2025



Class 1:
I would like to award star of the week to O. What a great learning attitude you have! I was 

so impressed with your phonics this week. You have been sounding out some tricky words 

remembering to use your ‘Fred Fingers’ and putting the words that you are reading into 

great talking sentences to help with your understanding too. You get on with your learning 

tasks straight away at your learning table and even if you find it difficult at first you are 

really persevering, never giving up! Keep going because you will get there, and can do it! 

Well done for this week.

N - You have worked really hard on your Blue learning table this week. Ms Andersson was 

also really impressed with you too! You always sit on the carpet ready to learn, really 

focussed on trying your best. It is lovely to see you putting up your hand and having a go 

to answer questions during carpet time. Even if you are unsure of the answer you are 

always trying! You always show kindness in the playground by also helping your new 

Reception Class friends this week too! Thank you N!

19th September 2025



Class 2:
E and T joined the SJV family this year and we are so 

happy to have them! They have settled in so well , it seems 

like they’ve been here forever! They are going to be a real 

asset to this school and are already making their Year 2 

teachers very happy indeed!

19th September 2025



Class 3:
A – He has made such a brilliant start in our class! He has settled in well, 

quickly made friends and has shown that he is a kind and caring member of 

the class. It’s been fantastic to see how hard he has been working in his 

lessons and how thoughtful and helpful he is to others. Well done for making 

a fantastic start on your SJV journey!

S – He worked so hard in science this week and impressed us all with his 

fantastic questions. It was great to see him thinking scientifically about the 

human skeleton and to see him have curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. 

He is definitely a little scientist in the making! Keep up the hard work!

19th September 2025



Class 4:

This week we have more science stars. We have been 

learning about the different types of human teeth and their 

functions, and I was really impressed by three young 

scientists who worked seamlessly as a team. Together, they 

created a very accurate model, carefully labelling the 

molars, premolars, incisors, and canines, and just as 

importantly, they were able to describe the function of each 

one with real confidence.

Well done to our brilliant scientists O, J and L!

19th September 2025



Class 5:
Our first star this week is going to a young lady who has shown herself to be 

an incredibly hard worker and a handwriting superstar. Setting a fantastic 

example for the rest of the class, she really got her head down and focused 

hard to produce some lovely work in writing, both in content and in 

presentation. It was an absolute joy to be able to give her a pen licence. Well 

done to C.

Our second star is a geography star. This young man wowed everybody with 

his farming knowledge and contributed beautifully to show off his learning of 

our key new geography terms and processes. His enthusiasm for the subject 

was truly infectious and his energetic body language really did light up and 

encourage the whole room. Thank you and well done to J.

19th September 2025



Class 6:
First star this week goes to E for her Maths work. She has 

been very enthusiastic, putting her hand to give things a go 

and has also been a great maths partner. Well done E!

Second star this week goes to A for her general attitude 

across the curriculum. She takes great pride in her learning, 

tries hard in all that she does, is generous with her time and 

her ideas, and can work completely independently when 

asked to. She has shown herself to be a great learning role 

model this week. Well done A!

19th September 2025


