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“Everything we can be, with Christ in our hearts.” 

Hopes and dreams for 2025-26
You may have missed it in all the excitement, but towards the end of last year, Ms. Swan and (literally) the rest of 
the school collaborated brilliantly to create a permanent mural to commemorate Pope Francis’ Year of Hope” 
jubilee.

It is a very poignant reminder of Pope Francis, who of course sadly passed away last year, and a shining reminder of 
the importance of nurturing HOPE in our lives and in the modern world.

It seems like the problems in the world are spiraling out of control and that there actually is no hope. But..there is 
always hope, we strongly believe. Hope for ourselves, for our children and for a brighter future. We talk to the 
children about letting Hope drive our actions – it can drive and spread kindness and positivity like no other feeling, 
so we need to recognise and nurture it. 

Our children always give us reason to hope. They are living proof that things aren’t as bad as we all may think. They 
are, as Pope Francis urged us all to be, Pilgrims of Hope.

This mural will be a reminder for many years to come that, not only does hope spring eternal, it springs from each 
and everyone that passes through this school. We all thank Ms. Swan for her talent, patience and enthusiasm for 
this wonderful project!  Have a wonderful weekend…

Mr. McNicholas



aj

SJV Nursery, Autumn 2025 Intake -
If your child is due to turn 3 this spring/summer (up 
to and including 31st August 2025) and you .would 
like them to attend our nursery, please call into the 
school office and collect a nursery application form 
from Mrs Alfonso.





Mosaic of Hope

Our beautiful ‘Mosaic of Hope’ was unveiled this 
week – a permanent reminder in our playground that 
we always have Hope – huge thanks to Artistic 
Director Ms. Swan!!



Building Hope
Behind the 
scenes, you can 
see the 
incredible 
amount of work 
that went into 
the finished 
product!



Building Hope



Building Hope



Life Savers!

Year 4 learned some really important skills this week 
at the pool – they learned CPR and other potentially 
life saving techniques.



Notices & Reminders
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Age ratings 
Despite age restrictions, many primary school children access 
popular social media and entertainment platforms. These Apps 
are NOT recommended for primary aged children, particularly 
without parental controls and supervision:

YouTube (13+) – Video streaming platform with a separate YouTube 
Kids app for younger users.

TikTok (13+) – Short-form video-sharing app with a restricted mode for 
younger users.

Instagram (13+) – Photo and video-sharing social media platform 
owned by Meta.

Snapchat (13+) – Social media app for sharing disappearing messages 
and videos.

Roblox (13+ for full access, but children under 13 can have restricted 
accounts) – Online game creation and playing platform.

Discord (13+) – Chat and voice communication app popular among 
gamers.

Facebook (13+) – Social media platform, though less commonly used by 
younger children.

Twitter (now X) (13+) – Social media and microblogging platform.

Twitch (13+) – Live streaming platform, mainly for gaming content.

Reddit (13+) – Forum-based social platform with a variety of 
discussions.



There are several reliable websites where parents can check age 
ratings, safety information, and parental controls for apps their 
children are using. Here are some suggestions:

1. Common Sense Media
•Provides detailed reviews of apps, games, movies, and 
websites. 
•Includes age ratings, expert opinions, and parent/child 
reviews. 
•Explains risks such as privacy concerns, in-app purchases, and 
chat features. 

2. ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board)
•Official age ratings for video games and some apps. 
•Helps parents understand the content (e.g., violence, 
language, online interactions). 

3. Google Play Store & Apple App Store
•Official age ratings for each app. 
•Found in the app description under "Age rating" or "Parental 
Guidance". 

4. Internet Matters
•UK-based resource with parent guides on digital safety. 
•Provides app safety advice, age ratings, and parental controls. 

5. National Online Safety
•Provides free downloadable safety guides for popular apps. 
•Covers potential risks like cyberbullying, privacy, and in-app 
purchases. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.esrb.org/
https://play.google.com/store/games?device=windows&gl=UK&utm_source=emea_OO&utm_medium=playstore&utm_content=Dec1224&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-EDR-emea-gb-1710138-OO-playstore-py-Evergreen-Dec1224-Text_Search_BKWS-EXA|7Cpid_80399023-cid_0-aid_256595225&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA-5a9BhCBARIsACwMkJ70xv7vwIpWSdbzncF7Ppy8Lkliw0DIUi20CwQn_q4_G5LMQznwXGkaArm6EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Class 1:
Well done to everybody in Class 1! You have all settled in so well. I cannot wait to see your 

learning journey progress throughout the year. What a great start you have all made I 

know that you will be fantastic!

I would like my first star to go to M-J you have been so enthusiastic with your learning this 

week. You are always putting up your hand sharing all of your amazing ideas. I was so 

impressed with your Science work, we are starting and learning all about 

different seasons and you were able to spot which season was the odd one out and 

explain in depth why when we were doing our carpet learning. What a great scientific 

explanation you gave, keep up the great work!

I would also like to award I star of the week. It must be so nerve- racking coming to a new 

school and trying to settle into a new learning routine and make new friends. You have 

done so well I by showing lovely manners, sharing your amazing learning ideas and doing 

your general best. Welcome to St John Vianney school what a great effort from you this 

week keep it up! 

12th September 2025



Class 2:
This week, our star goes to J. You always brighten up the classroom with your 
beaming smile and positive attitude. Your enthusiasm for learning shines through in 
everything you do, and it is such a joy to see how much energy and happiness you 
bring to Class 2. Well done, J!

G has also been a shining star this week. We have been so impressed with the hard 
work you have shown recently and the real effort you put into all your tasks. Your 
handwriting, in particular, has been beautiful, and it is wonderful to see you taking 
such pride in your work. Keep it up, G you should be very proud of yourself!

12th September 2025



Class 3:
A-R – She is new to Class 3, but she has already settled in so well! 

She has worked hard in her lessons, shown a fantastic attitude to 

learning, and she has quickly become a valued part of our class. 

She has had a brilliant start – Well done!

L – He has started Class 3 with such a positive attitude, and it has 

been fantastic to see. He has been working really hard across all 

subjects, he has listened carefully to instructions, and he has been 

getting straight on with his tasks. His focus and determination are 

already helping him make a fantastic start. Keep it up!

12th September 2025



Class 4:
Class 4 has come back ready to learn. Well done to all of you! I’m 

really enjoying being your teacher. Our first star is a geography 

star. I’ve been so impressed with T’s ability to remember and use 

geographical language, and to make connections with the work on 

rivers that she learned in Class 3. Her curiosity and skill as a young 

geographer are so lovely to see, and I can’t wait to see where this 

talent will take her next. Our second star goes to J, whose 

enthusiasm for learning this week has been an absolute joy. In 

particular, in science, he listened carefully, engaged fully with the 

lesson, put his hand up confidently, and used impressive, subject-

specific vocabulary to describe the process of digestion. Well done 

T and J!

12th September 2025



Class 5:
The children of Class 5 have had what I can only describe as the 

perfect start to the new academic season. We have had a week 

and a half chock full of learning and these children are already 

showing themselves to be very attentive, organised and engaged. 

Our first stars are going to two children who have been unfailingly 

polite, positive and active in every single lesson. Both of them have 

been putting 100% effort into each lesson, which is no easy task 

after a long few weeks of relaxation. Both of them are impressively 

efficient at organising themselves as we make our rapid transitions 

from one subject to the next. And both of them have a fiery 

determination that I hope will only grow and spread as the year 

goes on. Well done A and P!

12th September 2025



Class 6:
K has been impressive in the fact that he is always ready to learn. 

He has settled well into life in Class 6 and has shown a great 

attitude across the curriculum this week. Well done K!

M has been impressive across the curriculum. Always generous 

with her ideas, she has shown herself to be an active learner this 

week, and has shown great understanding in number and place 

value tasks, as well as in her writing. Well done M!

12th September 2025







Football winner!



Football winner!


