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Dear Parents/carers, 

We are half way into the new term and the children have been busy working hard. We have lots 

to look forward to over the Spring term, including lighter nights and the weather improving! 

A few children have mentioned that their Dad has gone away, or is going away soon. Please do 

let your child's teacher know when this is the case, as there are lots of things we can do in 

school to support. Mrs Rodgers is our 'Service Champion' and can offer 1:1 or group sessions 

with pupils, additional check ins and general support to get through a tricky time. As a Military 

wife herself with 3 children, she is well-equipped to provide the best support! 



Have a great week. 

Mrs Long 

Deputy Headteacher 

Simon Carson Game of Actual Life 

G.O.A.L is a life & financial educational programme for primary school students, aimed to 

develop their literacy, numeracy and communication skills in the real world 

environment.  Armstrong class have enjoyed 2 days so far, learning life skills with Simon Carson 

such as getting a job and bank account, saving and paying taxes, car finance and so much more! 

These fun interactive educational days have been such a hit with the whole class and we are 

lucky that Simon will be coming back again soon! 

 

Teeth Team visit 

The Teeth Team visited school last week. If your child is not registered with a dentist please call 

Alpha in Northallerton 01609772244. Please mention your child is a teeth team member and 

they will be happy to take them on. 

Cross Country Competition at Thirsk High School 

Armstrong class enjoyed a visit to Thirsk High School this week to compete with other schools 

across Thirsk in their annual Cross Country competition.  



 

Donaldson Class Artwork Showcase 

Back in December, Donaldson class drew pictures of themselves with their families, which were 

sent off to the Young Artist Competition. We received confirmation this week that ALL 

Donaldson's beautiful artwork will be displayed in their Art book.  

Letters have been sent home for consent to be given for your child's work to be published. The 

deadline is 31st January. 

As a school we will receive a copy of the book and will be sure to let you know when it arrives! 

We are so proud of you Donaldson Class! 

Change to PE days 

Please can Donaldson come to school in their PE kit on TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS. No jewellery to 

be worn on these days and earrings removed please. 

Armstrong continue with swimming on Thursdays and PE on Fridays. 

KS2 Residential Trip to Newby Wiske 

We are very excited to be able offer a residential visit for Armstrong Class to PGL Newby Wiske 

this April. The experience will be a mixture of adventurous activities which will be chosen to 

challenge and excite our pupils. These could range from raft building and the zip wire to the 

aqua park. More detailed information will be provided nearer to the time. 

 



Please can we ask that all consent forms are returned and deposits paid by 1st February 2025 to 

ensure can confirm the booking with PGL. Payments are to be made vis your child's ParentPay 

account. The remaining balance needs to be paid by 1st March 2025. You can pay this in 

installments to suit you. The payment window is shorter due to our booking being made closer 

to the departure date. 

 

If you have any further questions about this trip please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Punctuality  

At Alanbrooke we place great importance on high levels of attendance and punctuality. Good 

attendance and punctuality is vital if  your child is to make the best possible progress at school. 

Please don't underestimate the importance of being at school on time. Learning begins as soon 

as children enter their classroom. 

If children are late for school they miss out on essential learning. Please contact us if you would 

like to discuss your child's attendance or lateness. 

 

Earrings 

Just a reminder that earrings should not be worn for PE lessons/competitions/swimming. Only 

stud earrings are permitted at other times. This is due to health and safety reasons. Thank you 

for your co-operation.  



ParentPay  

Please can we politely remind parents to keep their ParentPay account in Credit to pay for 

school meals and any other events or trips. As we are a small school we can't afford to have 

accounts in arrears. Thank you very much for your support with this. 

Child Absence and Sickness  

May we respectfully ask that if your child is ill could you please ensure that you phone the 

school and leave a message on the dedicated absence line or messages can be left on our 

school email.   

If your child is unwell and has had sickness and/or diarrhoea they are required to remain at 

home until 48 hours from the last bout of illness.  This is to avoid spreading germs across the 

school. 

School Office  01845 577 474 or admin@alanbrookeacademy.org. Please let school know on a 

daily basis.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Dates for your diary 

JANUARY 2025 

30th January- Donaldson class trip to Thirsk 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 

1st February- PGL Newby Wiske deposits due 

5th February- Donaldson class Stay Play & Read 14.30-15.15. Parents/Carers welcome  

7th February - NSPCC Number Day  

14th February- Valentines Day  Lunch- Menu Change  

17th February - 21st February - HALF TERM 

24th February- Children back to school 

mailto:admin@sowerbyacademy.org


Advice for parents 

 

Family healthy eating tips 

Polite reminder that any snacks brought into school should be a healthy choice.  

 



 



Local swimming lessons 

 



Contact Us 

Please continue to use Class Dojo for communication to teachers.  If your child is going to be 

absent please email or call the office. 

 

Alanbrooke Academy 

Alanbrooke Barracks 

Topcliffe 

Thirsk 

YO7 3SF 

admin@alanbrookeacademy.org 

01845 577474 
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