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Weekly Newsletter 
6 January 2023 

Making learning a lifelong adventure 

     Our school value for this half-term is  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Happy New Year!  It was a joy to welcome children, parents and colleagues 
back to school yesterday after the Christmas break.  Staff have been busy 
preparing for the term ahead and the children made a really positive start 
yesterday.  Curriculum information will follow next week. 

 

We started the new term and year, by launching our focus value for the half-term, kindness, in a whole school 
assembly.  We acknowledged the new year by listening to Auld Lang Syne and briefly explored the themes of 
friendship and kindness in Robert Burns’s lyrics.  We looked at quotes about kindness from various great leaders 

and thinkers and reflected on how each of us could demonstrate 
the Three C’s of Kindness by being caring, considerate and 
compassionate in the weeks and months ahead.  I think the 
words of our assembly song (left) summed this up very nicely. 
 

Staff News 
Today we say farewell to Mrs Jody McDowell, who leaves us to take up a family support role in Hertfordshire 
County Council Children’s Services.  Mrs McDowell has been part of the staff team since 2019 working in both 
one-to-one and class teaching assistant roles and will be missed by colleagues and pupils.  I am sure parents will 
join me in wishing her all the best for her new post.   
 

However, I am pleased to be able to confirm that we have appointed Mrs Angharad Rees-Collins to work as the 
principal teaching assistant in Hazel class.   Mrs Rees-Collins has visited the class today and begins work officially 
next week.  Additionally next week, we welcome Miss Kate Watt, who will join the staff team as an additional 
one-to-one teaching assistant. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Jonathan Walker 

Headteacher 
 

Further Information and Reminders 
Enrichment Clubs 
Mr George’s sports clubs begin next week and all others begin the week after (w/b 16 January).  We are currently 
completing the final arrangements for a small number of additional staff-led clubs.  These will be added to the 
Activities section of Arbor next week and parents of pupils in the relevant year groups will be notified of this by 
email. 
 

Safe and Courteous Parking  
We received our first parking complaint of 2023 from one of our neighbours in Aldwickbury Crescent yesterday 
morning at 9:05am, complaining that their driveway had been partially blocked.  Parents are reminded that they 
should leave enough time in the morning to park in our park and stride facility just off Waldegrave Park or on 
street where there are no restrictions and a good distance away from driveways and junctions. 

We'll drink a cup of kindness yet 

For the sake of auld lang syne… 

Our friends are the friends we’ve been given, 
Let’s care for each of them, 
In all we do, in all we say, 
May we fill their lives with kindness and with love. 
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Diary Dates 
6-10 February 2023 Be Safe Week – a curriculum focus on safety, mental health and wellbeing 

Friday 10 February School closes at normal time for half-term break 

21 and 23 March Spring Term Parent Consultations 

Friday 31 March, 2pm School closes for Easter holiday 
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