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Weekly Newsletter 
26th June 2026 

Making learning a lifelong adventure 

          Heatwave Edition  
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

This Week in School - What a Scorcher… 
…as the papers might say!  The children and staff have been amazing this week, coping in some of the most 
extreme temperatures the UK has seen.  Thank you to all of them! 
 

Thank you also to parents who were able to take children home earlier from Tuesday.  This has helped to make 
children and staff more comfortable, whilst avoiding a more formal or fuller closure, that would have impacted 
on learning time, which we have endeavoured to keep reasonably productive in the morning sessions.  Thanks 
also to those who have lent fans, brought in cooling treats and air conditioning units which we have used in some 
of the hottest spaces in school. 
 

The children have been using our outside spaces at points during the day mostly sitting quietly in the shade.  See 
images below.  We are fortunate to have a fair amount of mature tree cover which, together with the fixed 
shelters and some gazebos provided plenty of different areas for this. 
 

This week we explored honesty in our assemblies on Monday, before the mercury started to climb, and there 
have been no celebration assemblies this week to avoid overheating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff News   
Congratulations to Mrs Olivia McIntyre (Year 2 Hazel Class teacher until the start of her maternity leave last 
month) and her husband Sean on the birth of their little boy Declan, born just one week ago in the early hours of 
last Friday morning and weighing in at 6Ib 12oz. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
Jonathan Walker 

Headteacher 
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Community Matters 
Help us name the new Harpenden Hopper mini bus and win 
some exciting prizes! 
 

Harpenden Hopper minibuses "Harold” and “Holly” have been 
working hard for people in Harpenden since 2018. Holly is now 
retiring so the Town Council has been very excited to buy a 
new bus for this fantastic charity. We can't wait to introduce a 
new friend to Harold. Can you help us name the new bus? I 
attach a competition poster with all the information you need. 
 

Did you know? 
The Harpenden Hopper is a local minibus service and has been 
a vital part of our community for ten years. Anyone can use 
this service, it's low-cost and you can simply hail the Hopper 
anywhere along it's route which covers areas not reached by 
commercial bus companies. Uniquely, the Harpenden Hopper 
isn’t just a transport provision, it's an inclusive service seeking 
to help combat loneliness whilst also reducing congestion and 
pollution. You can find further information including its route 
and timetable here: www.harpendenhopper.co.uk 
 

Supporting Families 
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Further Information and Reminders 
Attendance 
Congratulations to Cedar and Maple classes who have the best attendance this week, with 100% attendance.   
More information can be found on the Attendance and Leave of Absence page of our website. 
 
Lunchtime Volunteers 
We are in desperate need of volunteers to help with Lunch next week.  We only have one volunteer so far.  
Monday, we have staff out on the Y5 trip so will be especially short. 
Please sign up on https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAEA823A7FDC16-63207034-lunchtime 
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Diary Dates     New or amended events 

Tues 23 June 26, 1:30pm Y5/6 Sports Day 

Thurs 25 June 2026, 9:15am YR/1/2 Sports Day 

Friday 26 June, 2:50pm Reception Sit Together and Read event 

Monday 29 June 2026 Y5 Young Mariners Visit 

Tuesday 30 June 2026 Year 1 class assemblies:  9am Elm Class, 2:45pm Cedar Class 

Monday 6 July 2026 Y1 Woburn Safari Park Visit 

Tuesday 7 July 2026 Autumn Clubs Portal Opens 6.30pm (external providers book directly) 

Wednesday 8 July 2026 Postponed Sports Day for Infants (9:15am) and Y5/6 (1:30pm) 

Thursday 9 July 2026 Transition Day 

Friday 10 July 2026 Pupil reports out to parents 

Saturday 11 July 2026 FoHBS Summer Fair 

14 & 15 July 2026, 6:00pm Year 6 leavers’ production  

Mon 20 July 2026, 6pm Year 6 leavers’ event (TBC) 

Mon 20 July 2026, 9:30am HB’s Got Talent 

Tues 21 July 2026, 9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly 

Tues 21 July 2026, 1:30pm school closes for summer holiday 
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