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Weekly Newsletter 
9 December 2022 

Making learning a lifelong adventure 
        

              Our school value for this half-term is empathy 

    

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Huge congratulations to FoHBS for a really fantastic Christmas Fair last 
Saturday.  The event was really bustling and had a lovely atmosphere, with 
people spending and giving generously to raise over £3,000 in revenue (total 
profit still to be calculated).  £1,000 of this has already been pledged to cover 
the cost of a series of Chinese New Year dance workshops for the whole school 
next year.  Thank you to everyone who attended and special thanks to all those 
who planned, set-up, ran or cleared away the event!  
 

The school choir (some of whom are pictured, right) performed towards the 
end of the event and sounded beautiful!  Congratulations also to the children 
who entered the Christmas bake-off (which I got to judge – yum yum)!  The 
winning entry was Alice’s spiced apple flan and the runner-up Henry’s 
traditional mince pie, with a hint of cinnamon.  
 

This week, a small selection of singers joined the massed choir of the Harpenden Schools for the Rotary in 
Harpenden carol service and today was the first of our performances in school, with both of our Year 2 classes 
performing Prickly Hay (a Nativity Hoedown) to parents in the school hall. 
 

Next week we look forward to our Junior carol services in the church on Monday and Wednesday evenings 
and our Year 1 Christmas carols around the tree on Friday morning. 
 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Jonathan Walker       

Headteacher 
 
 

Staying Safe 
Hopefully all parents will have seen the communication from the Hertfordshire Director of Public Health earlier this 
week which provided some information about the prevalence of scarlet fever and the very rare, but serious group 
A Streptococcus illness.   
 

Scarlet Fever should be treated promptly with antibiotics and any parents who suspect their child may have 
contracted it should contact their GP, keeping their child off school for at least 24 hours after beginning 
antibiotic treatment.  Symptoms to look out for are as follows: 

• a sore throat, headache, and fever, along with  

• a fine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel which is rough to the touch  

• On darker skin, the rash can be more difficult to detect visually but will still have a rough, 
 sandpapery feel.  

 
 
 

mailto:admin@highbeeches.herts.sch.uk
http://www.highbeeches.herts.sch.uk/


High Beeches Primary School, Aldwickbury Crescent, Harpenden, AL5 5SD          01582 767966   
admin@highbeeches.herts.sch.uk   www.highbeeches.herts.sch.uk  Twitter @HighBeechesAL5 
Page 2 

 

 

Headteacher Awards 
Today we returned Congratulations to the following children for their achievements this week 

• Reception Chestnut Class 
Elliott  Excellent concentration in phonics and super sound recognition  

Joshua For showing empathy and always playing nicely with his friends  

• Reception Oak Class 
Annabel 

For being super focussed when we are writing in our phonics lessons and always 
being ready first.  

Harry  For doing well with phonics and reading.  

• Year 1 Cedar Class 
Elle   

For an enthusiastic performance when practising our Christmas songs. You set 
an excellent example!  

Rosie  For excellent participation in Maths this week when learning about 3D shapes.  

• Year 1 Elm Class 
Inaaya  For trying so hard with her Phonics and applying what she knows when reading.  

Rosie  For trying really hard to listen carefully and concentrate on the carpet.  

• Year 2 Hazel Class 
Asher 

For showing kindness and caring by cheering somebody up with his good sense 
of humour.   

Yusuf   For his excellent historical account of Florence Nightingale’s significant work.  

• Year 2 Willow Class 
Ellis  For being the most brilliant Joseph in our Nativity.  

Jacob  For working being self-motivated and working hard in class.  

• Year 3 Birch Class 
Swapnil  

For excellent focus in maths this week, applying all the skills he has learnt with 
confidence.   

Charlie  For confidently using 4-figure grid references to find buildings and roads on a map.  

• Year 3 Redwood Class 

Alex  For his resilience and perseverance when using a dictionary to check his spellings.  

Nikolai  
For his sensible and thorough attitude when completing his reading assessments 
this week.   

• Year 4 Maple Class 

Beatrice   For showing perseverance in Maths and trying hard to learn her times tables   

Albie   
For writing some informative and well-structured sentences when describing his 
eco-house in English.  

• Year 4 Pine Class 
Sophie  

For making an excellent start to your report, with effective and 
accurate punctuation.  

Verity  For a brilliant introduction to your eco-house report.  

• Year 5 Ash Class 
Isla  

For always demonstrating outstanding learning behaviours in class and 
consistently paying attention detail in her work   

Sophie   For challenging herself when converting from improper fraction to mixed numbers  

• Year 5 Hawthorn Class 

Taaha  For always working hard and giving insightful contributions in Maths lessons  

Arran  
For consistently showing excellent behaviour for learning and modelling our 
school values to others   

• Year 6 Rowan Class 

Alice, 
Rosie, 
Matilda, 
Elliott 
and, Alfie  

For outstanding groupwork, cooperation and effort during our geography 
investigation into earthquake resistant structures using a jelly base.   

• Year 6 Sycamore Class 

Lauren, 
Harrison 
and, Lucy  

For creative thinking and positive contributions within their groups to make their 
earthquake-proof structures.   

Kayla 
For showing empathy to younger children at breaktime by including them in her 
games  

• PE Award Juniors 
Tommy For excellent dodging and Try scoring in tag-rugby  

George For excellent dancing, using the beat to stay in time with his partner  
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Further Information and Reminders 
Healthy Snacks 
Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 receive a fresh fruit or vegetable snack each day as part of the 
government school fruit and veg scheme.  Children in KS2, who want or need a snack during the morning break 
are also expected to bring a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable.  For example, this could be apple, pear, banana, 
satsuma, carrot or cucumber.  This does not include processed fruit chews, bars or rolls.   
 

The reason for this is that many of these products contain added sugar or fillers and all are processed in some 
way (generally pureed and cooked), which has the effect of reducing the amount of nutrients in the snack 
compared with the fresh alternative.  It is impossible for us to police those that do and do not contain additives.  
Additionally, these snacks generate more litter than fresh alternatives and potentially cause pupils whose 
parents have provided fruit to put pressure on their parents to provide them with the more expensive and less 
healthy processed alternatives.   
 

As an exception to the fresh fruit rule, we do allow those who are not yet managing to eat fruit independently 
to have plain breadsticks or rice cakes.  Those who have packed lunches, may have a sweeter treat as part of 
their balanced lunchbox. 
 
School Uniform in Cold Weather 
We understand the need for children to keep warm during the school day, so do ensure that they have a warm, 
waterproof coat in school every day during the winter months.  If you wish your child to wear an extra layer 
under their uniform then please make sure this is well hidden ie no long, coloured sleeves under their polo shirt 
or high coloured necks.  A thermal vest/t-shirt should be ample. 
 
School Photographer 
Please note that a photographer from Splaat Photo will be taking photographs and video footage of the 
children’s Christmas performances.  In most cases, a photographer will visit the final/dress rehearsal to take 
still photographs in a candid and unobtrusive manner and a video will be taken of the main performances.   
 

Additionally, they will be visiting a number of the drama workshops taking place next week to take still photos. 
 

At the start of each visit, the photographer will ensure that he or she has a list of the small number of children 
whose parents have not consented to their taking photographs or videos and will liaise with school staff to 
ensure these children are not included in any of the images or videos. 
 

        

Diary Dates 
Mon 12 Dec, 6:30pm KS2 Blue & Red House Carol Service, at High Street Methodist Church 

13-15 December 2022 Christmas drama workshops 

Wed 14 Dec, 6:30pm KS2 Green & Yellow House Carol Service, at High Street Methodist Church 

Friday 16th Dec, 9:15am Year 1 Christmas Carols around the Tree (corrected date) 

Mon 19 December 2022 School Christmas Dinner  
and L & D Christmas Jumper Day fundraiser 

Monday 19 Dec, 9:15am Reception Nativity    

Tuesday 20 Dec, 2pm School closes for Christmas holiday 
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