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Weekly Newsletter 
2 December 2022 

Making learning a lifelong adventure 
        

              Our school value for this half-term is empathy 

    

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

It’s beginning to look (and feel) a lot like Christmas in school now.  Our hall displays have changed into a 
beautiful series of freezes depicting a range of traditional Christmas carols and songs, the Christmas tree, 
donated by the parents of and decorated by the children in Year 2 has arrived and the stage is set up for our 
in-school Christmas performances, which begin this time next week with our Year 2 nativity.  Everything really 
kicks off tomorrow with the FoHBS Christmas Fair (from 1 to 3:30pm) with lots of Christmas fayre, games, 
music from our choir, refreshments and, of course, an opportunity to visit Father Christmas! 
 

Our Christmas performances take place over the last two weeks of term (see diary dates, overleaf), with pupils 
in Reception and KS1 performing at school during the school day and KS2 performances taking place in the 
evening at High Street Methodist Church. Tickets for Year 1 and Year 2 performances are going out to parents 
today and parents will be able to order tickets for the KS2 carol services, via the activities/trips area of the 
Arbor parent portal, from 5pm tonight (see separate email).  Parents of children in Reception will receive 
information next week on arrangements for their nativity.  We will be taking a collection at the performances 
which take place on the school site and are making a small charge for tickets to the KS2 carol services.  These 
will be split between the school (to cover the costs of staging the productions) and the House Ambassadors’ 
chosen charity Signposts. 
 

Yesterday we had a visit from David Williams, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, who, with the help 
of three of our house ambassadors, planted a rowan tree on the school field as part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy, in celebration of Her Late Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. The Lords Lieutenant represent the King and 
Royal Family at official events in the counties and it was great to be able to formally mark the platinum jubilee 
in this way as a school, in the presence of all the children and staff from Years 1 to 6 and a number of parents 
and governors who joined us for the event.   
 

The Queen’s Green Canopy aims to plant over one million trees across the country, supporting wildlife, 
absorbing carbon dioxide and creating green spaces for communities to enjoy as a living legacy to the Queen.  
The first tree was planted by the Queen, at Windsor Castle in March last year, and we have now joined the 
thousands of schools and communities all over the country who have already planted trees as part of this 
excellent project. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Jonathan Walker       

Headteacher 
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Headteacher Awards 
Today we returned Congratulations to the following children for their achievements this week 

• Reception Chestnut Class 
Ted  

For super recognition of sounds and improvement when independently blending 
in Phonics  

Sam  For super engagement in all activities and having a go in all areas  

• Reception Oak Class 
Sophie  For doing so well with phonics and making excellent progress with reading  
Eva  For doing so well with phonics and making excellent progress with reading  

• Year 1 Cedar Class 
Eli  For excellent partner work and effort in English for The Jolly Christmas Postman.  

Omar  For outstanding effort and engagement in Maths Fluency lessons.   

• Year 1 Elm Class 
Mila  For trying really hard to use her Phonic knowledge in her English writing.  

Kody  Fir being a kind friend and comforting others when they are upset.  

• Year 2 Hazel Class 
Florence  For showing kindness and empathy through her ‘fix together’ idea.  

Chloe  For radiating positivity and a zest for learning in every lesson.  

• Year 2 Willow Class 
William  For being incredibly helpful around the classroom.  

Mia   For being an enthusiastic and dedicated school councillor.  

• Year 3 Birch Class 

Clara  
For producing a beautifully presented information text about the Great Barrier 
Reef, including effective captions and captivating illustrations.  

Eva  

For her science learning about sun safety - Eva designed a protective pair of 
sunglasses and wrote a clear description of an investigation into UV light, with a 
carefully considered prediction.   

• Year 3 Redwood Class 

Luke  
For taking responsibility to persevere with his handwriting and improving. Well 
done Luke!  

Eleanor   
For a beautiful information text during our Atlas of Adventure topic which 
included some lovely adverbial phrases.  

• Year 4 Maple Class 

Megan  For making excellent progress when working with time and duration.  

Millie  
For listening hard and applying the methods she has been taught for solving 
duration problems  

• Year 4 Pine Class 

Lily  
For accurate and careful work both when using conjunctions in English and when 
measuring precisely in maths.  

Cameron  
For being such an excellent all-round learner and being so generous with your 
knowledge and skills with your peers.  

• Year 5 Ash Class 

Eve  For her detailed and informative biography of David Attenborough  

Logan  
For his clear explanations and reasoning in Maths and working hard to catch up 
on missed work  

• Year 5 Hawthorn Class 
Isla Great effort and dedication in learning and practising Christmas Carols for our concert   

Izzy Her constant positivity, including in Maths when practising bus stop division  

• Year 6 Rowan Class 

Sophie  For responding positively to feedback on her draft of a non-chronological report  

Felix  
For always having a positive attitude and looking for ways to challenge himself 
across the curriculum  

• Year 6 Sycamore Class 

Enyojo  

For always being such an excellent learner in all aspects of school life. In class 
discussion, Enyo will always listen carefully to others and share her ideas 
enthusiastically.   

Johnny 
For contributing and sharing fantastic ideas while drafting a report about the 
yellow-spotted lizard.   

• PE Award Infants 

Jasper For showing great control when both dribbling (bouncing) and catching a ball  

Elliot For showing a good knowledge of how to keep a ball away from a defender, by 
changing direction while dribbling, and using his body to shield the ball  

• PE Award Juniors 

Eva For outstanding improvements in her all-round tag rugby ability, and her 
confidence in sports/PE  

Izzy For always striving to improve in tag rugby, concentrating just as much on the 
rules and structure of the game, as well as the physical abilities and skills needed 
to be successful. 
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Further Information and Reminders 
Healthy Snacks 
Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 receive a fresh fruit or vegetable snack each day as part of the 
government school fruit and veg scheme.  Children in KS2, who want or need a snack during the morning break 
are also expected to bring a piece of fresh fruit or vegetable.  For example, this could be apple, pear, banana, 
satsuma, carrot or cucumber.  This does not include processed fruit chews, bars or rolls.   
 

The reason for this is that many of these products contain added sugar or fillers and all are processed in some 
way (generally pureed and cooked), which has the effect of reducing the amount of nutrients in the snack 
compared with the fresh alternative.  It is impossible for us to police those that do and do not contain additives.  
Additionally, these snacks generate more litter than fresh alternatives and potentially cause pupils whose 
parents have provided fruit to put pressure on their parents to provide them with the more expensive and less 
healthy processed alternatives.   
 

As an exception to the fresh fruit rule, we do allow those who are not yet managing to eat fruit independently 
to have plain breadsticks or rice cakes.  Those who have packed lunches, may have a sweeter treat as part of 
their balanced lunchbox. 
 
School Uniform 
Thank you for helping your children to look so smart in their High Beeches uniform, for having long hair tied 
back and for only wearing black school shoes (not black trainers).  This helps us to maintain a sense of identity 
as a school family and helps us to promote high expectations of each other. 
 

Earring are permitted in KS2 (Year 3 upwards).  However, these are restricted to plain silver or gold studs and 
the children must be able to independently take them in and out for PE lessons.  New piercings should only take 
place at the start of the long summer break, so that the children can get beyond the earrings-must-stay-in stage 
before term starts. 
 
School Photographer 
Please note that a photographer from Splaat Photo will be taking photographs and video footage of the 
children’s Christmas performances.  In most cases, a photographer will visit the final/dress rehearsal to take 
still photographs in a candid and unobtrusive manner and a video will be taken of the main performances.   
 

At the start of each visit, the photographer will ensure that he or she has a list of the small number of children 
whose parents have not consented to their taking photographs or videos and will liaise with school staff to 
ensure these children are not included in any of the images or videos. 
 

        

Diary Dates 
Sat 3 December 2022 1 – 3.30pm FoHBS Christmas Fair 

Wed 7 December 2022 Rotary Carols at High Street Methodist Church (Y6 choir) 

Wed 7 December Children’s Flu Vaccinations - absentees 

Friday 9 Dec, pm Year 2 Nativity 

Mon 12 Dec, 6:30pm KS2 Blue & Red House Carol Service, at High Street Methodist Church 

13-15 December 2022 Christmas drama workshops 

Wed 14 Dec, 6:30pm KS2 Green & Yellow House Carol Service, at High Street Methodist Church 

Friday 16th Dec, 9:15am Year 1 Christmas Carols around the Tree (corrected date) 

Mon 19 December 2022 School Christmas Dinner  
and L & D Christmas Jumper Day fundraiser 

Monday 19 Dec, 9:15am Reception Nativity    

Tuesday 20 Dec, 2pm School closes for Christmas holiday 
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