
A MESSAGE FROM MISS CARR
 A Fond Farewell from Miss Carr

As many of you know, this will be my final newsletter as headteacher of our wonderful
school. After 16 years in headship, with the last six years here at Bracken Edge, I'm
ready for a new chapter as a school improvement adviser at Leeds City Council.

When I arrived in June 2020 to support the school, I never imagined I would fall so
deeply in love with this community – but I did, and I never left! What has made
Bracken Edge so special to me is the incredible diversity of our school and the
privilege of getting to know so many amazing children and families. Together, we've
built a team of staff and a community who genuinely care about the success of
every single child in this school.

I'm especially proud of some of the things we've achieved together. Reopening the
woods and watching children use this space with such imagination and skill every
day has been a joy. Our school animals, particularly Betty our Dog Mentor, have
brought so much happiness and learning to our pupils. These are the moments I'll
treasure.
I know that Bracken Edge faces significant challenges but I have tried my very best to
ensure that every child in our school Belongs, Enjoys, Perseveres and Succeeds. This
has been my guiding principle, and I am sure this will continue to be at the heart of
everything you do.

I'm leaving the school in excellent hands. Mrs Griffiths, who has been not just a
colleague but a friend, is an amazing leader and will be interim headteacher for the
next four terms. She is supported by a very skilled and talented leadership team in
whom I have every trust and confidence. The future of Bracken Edge is bright. Thank
you for welcoming me into your community, for trusting me with your children, and
for all the support you've shown over these six years. I will carry many happy
memories of Bracken Edge with me.

With warmest wishes for your continued success,

 Miss Carr
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Thursday 2  April  - Celebration
for Miss Carr - 10:45am

nd

Thursday 2  April - School
closes for Easter at 3:15pm

nd

Monday 20  April - school
reopens 

th

Wednesday 22  April -
Reception Middleton Railway trip

nd

Friday 24  April - Year 4 trip to
Jorvik

th

Wednesday 29  April - Survival
adventure (select pupils)

th

Thursday 30  April - Zoolab visit
for Year 2

th

Wednesday 6  May - Year 1 trip
to Eureka

th

Monday 4  May - School closed,
bank holiday

th

Friday 22  May - School closes
at 3:15pm for half term

nd

Monday 1  June - School
reopens

st

We are now on Facebook!

Search ‘Bracken Edge Primary
School’ and follow our page to

stay up to date with school news.

Lite Bite Coffee
Mornings

Will be running on the following
dates, more details to follow:

Fri 15  May 9am – Behaviours
that challenge

th

Mrs Wilkinson is looking for
people with contacts or

connections to the west Indian
carnival. If anyone has any

information please speak to her
or let the office know. Thank you!

School Dinners

In September the price of school
meals will be increasing.

The price from September 2026
will be £2.90



Goodbye Miss Carr
We had a fantastic turnout on the playground today for our Big

Sing for Miss Carr. Thank you to everyone who came and joined in.
Thank you to all the children and staff for putting on such a great

show. It was a wonderful send off for Miss Carr and a really
touching celebration. 

We would like to thank Miss Carr for the love and care she has
given school and we wish her the best in her new job. She will

definitely be missed!



Early Closure Changes

From now on, we will no longer be holding termly half-day finishes. All school
days will run to their normal finish time of 3.15

At Bracken Edge Primary School, we are committed to giving every child the
best possible start in life, and attendance plays a crucial role in this. Every

lesson matters.

We have been carefully reviewing our attendance data and have noticed that
our termly half-day finishes have been impacting attendance levels. 

Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the most
important factors in helping children achieve their full potential. Even small

amounts of missed learning time can add up and affect progress over time.

• All school days will now finish at 3.15pm
• This change takes effect immediately

• We will continue to provide the same high-quality education and care
throughout the full school day

Happy Easter to all our families who
celebrate!



On 27th April award-winning children’s author
Sophie Anderson will be visiting our school to talk to

the children about The House with Chicken Legs
Runs Away, her new book for 9–12-year-old readers,

brimming with fairy-tale magic, friendship and
extraordinary adventure.

During the hour-long event Sophie will take the
children on a magical adventure through folk and
fairy tales. They will hear about the traditional tales
from around the world that have inspired Sophie's
writing and will work as a group to recreate a fairy

tale.

If you would like to purchase her new book, the
paperback of The House with Chicken Legs Runs
Away costs £8.99 and has been added to your

child’s Parent Pay. Please order on ParentPay by 20th
April as we can’t take any orders after this date. Your

child will receive their book on day of the visit and
can have it signed by Sophie.



Trips and Experiences

Early Years took part in some
Balance Bike sessions to help
develop their skills. They loved
tackling the agility course and

learned about helmet safety and
how to 'paddle' and 'glide' to move

forward 

Ducking for limbo

Mini ramp



Trips and Experiences

 Early Years have had some exciting visitors this
week. Some eggs arrived last week in an

incubator and over the next couple of days they
hatched into adorable ducklings. The children
have been very interested in watching them

grow and seeing them take to water. 



Trips and Experiences

Year 3 had an amazing
time exploring,

experimenting and
discovering Magna

Science Adventure Centre
during British Science

Week!

https://www.facebook.com/magnascience?__cft__[0]=AZZL50TdXlCsSi5gsH_RPq-r-ReKvZ-GqjKASVDwqMy7AaLyTe-LLEOmJxLZjOf-5n9VosBC1C3BcU-CGSTYNEjkM64uHQXbG-iW2zE68qj9wOGrXZqaySfEYfXFMiPhdMSNX5gCcCfMTDna6DCzYv55zVaTQzzx1dgOMqYvgW6mUnb3cE7Kr6KKZ2rvtKU8HAy_g9Na7SopRih6Ee58dxIR&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/magnascience?__cft__[0]=AZZL50TdXlCsSi5gsH_RPq-r-ReKvZ-GqjKASVDwqMy7AaLyTe-LLEOmJxLZjOf-5n9VosBC1C3BcU-CGSTYNEjkM64uHQXbG-iW2zE68qj9wOGrXZqaySfEYfXFMiPhdMSNX5gCcCfMTDna6DCzYv55zVaTQzzx1dgOMqYvgW6mUnb3cE7Kr6KKZ2rvtKU8HAy_g9Na7SopRih6Ee58dxIR&__tn__=-]K-R


Trips and Experiences

A huge well done to our Year 5
pupils who took part in the

Leeds Well School Team
Building event today! 

The children represented our
school brilliantly, demonstrating
our core values of being Ready,
Respectful and Safe throughout
the day. They worked together,

supported one another and
showed fantastic teamwork in

all of the activities.
We are incredibly proud of the
positive attitudes and excellent
behaviour they showed while

representing our school.
Well done, Year 5!



Trips and Experiences

Well done to our KS2 pupils who
represented the school at the
recent LWSP Panathlon event! 
The children showed fantastic
teamwork, determination and

enthusiasm while taking part in a
range of sporting activities.
Throughout the event, they

demonstrated our school values
by being Ready, Respectful, and

Safe, supporting one another and
giving their best effort in every

challenge.
We are very proud of how brilliantly

they represented our school!



Trips and Experiences

Children celebrated the magic of
reading and the incredible journeys

that books can take us on. From
adventurous tales and inspiring

biographies to fascinating facts and
imaginative stories, every book
opens the door to a new world.

We had some fantastic World Book
Day outfits from children and staff

alike!



Trips and Experiences
Thank you to everyone who attended
the Scholastic book fairs. Over £1000
of books were sold resulting in £500

free books for school! This is fantastic
and we couldn’t have done it without
your support. We hope all the children
who bought books at the book fair are

enjoying reading at home.

Golden-haired Rapunzel is trapped in her lofty tower by a
wicked witch, who lops off the locks of her beautiful hair and

sells them for a tidy profit. It’s time for Rapunzel to take
charge of her own destiny and figure out a way to escape.

What an amazing opportunity Year 2 had watching
Rapunzel by Wrongsemble at the Reginald Centre.



A closer look at nursery
This half term, squirrel class have been considering 'What's Inside?'. It has been

wonderful to have a sprinkle of brighter weather which has really complimented our
learning about Spring and what it brings and so, as we draw to the end of this term,
here are just a few things we have gotten up to whilst exploring our new life theme.

Searching for signs of Spring
in the school grounds 

Planting some bean seeds just
like Jasper did in the book

Jasper's Beanstalk

Challenging ourselves to build
springtime flowers with the Duplo

Practising our cutting skills to
 make a giant nest of eggs

Tending and observing the different
seeds we had sown every day

Working together to build 
beanstalks taller than ourselves

Exploring what can hatch
from an egg and making our

own versions

Hatching and looking after our
lovely ducklings; Daffodil, Jasper

and Blossom

Being inspired by our theme to
make different creations with the

loose parts 

Do you have a soon to be 3 year old or know someone who does?
We are now taking interest forms for September 2026 onwards. Please visit

the office for a form or more information.



Community connections

Miss Cheyne gave some support to the
folks at Jamaica House on Chapeltown

Road by volunteering at their recent
Elders Spring Meal event. 



Community connections
Today Miss Cheyne took some children
to spread some joy by delivering some

handmade Easter cards to the Black
Elders Association. They were delighted

to see us and receive the cards and
shared their thanks and Easter wishes to

the BEPS community. 



 Our governors have been busy this term supporting and
challenging the school to ensure we continue to provide the best
possible education for your children. They have carried out
monitoring visits focusing on SEND provision, safeguarding,
attendance, and teaching and learning with our English and
Curriculum Leads. Governors have also been involved in school
finance monitoring and attended Schools Forum meetings to
represent our school. They work closely with school leaders to hold
us to account and ensure we are meeting our priorities.

As you know, our Headteacher Miss Carr will be leaving at Easter to
take up a new role as School Improvement Adviser at Leeds City
Council. Governors have been working closely with the leadership
team on transition planning to ensure continuity for your children.
Our Deputy Headteacher Mrs Griffiths will be acting up as
Headteacher for four terms, and governors will be involved in the
recruitment process for the permanent Headteacher position. All of
their work helps to ensure that every child at Bracken Edge receives
the support they need to thrive.

Governor news

Breakfast and After School Club (The Hive)
After May half term the prices for The Hive are increasing due to the

running costs increasing. New prices after May half term:
Breakfast Club - £5 a session

After school club - £6 until 4:30pm and £11 until 6pm



After School Activity Clubs
The clubs for this term are:

Clubs do not take place on the first week of term.
Clubs currently cost £2 per session (price increase after Easter). Clubs
must be paid for via ParentPay and places are offered on a first come
first served basis. If your child does not secure a place they can be put
on the waiting list and will be offered first refusal next half term.

We try to make the clubs procedure as fair as possible - by using
ParentPay we are minimising the need to call the office or come in to
school as we are aware that many parents cannot do that during the
day.

There are limited spaces for each club due to staffing ratios. If your child
did not get a place this time please let the office know and they will add
your child to the waiting list.

Day Club Years

Monday Yoga Key Stage 2

Tuesday Choir Years 4, 5 & 6

Tuesday Martial Arts Key Stage 2

Wednesday Football Key Stage 2

Thursday Skateboarding Year 1 - 4

Friday Gymnastics Key Stage 1



After School Activity Clubs
Last term, our KS1 children successfully completed their martial arts

testing! 
They showed fantastic determination, focus and confidence while

demonstrating the skills they have been practising. Throughout the
sessions, pupils embodied our school values by being Ready,

Respectful, and Safe — supporting one another and trying their very
best.

Well done to all of our young martial artists for their hard work and
achievements!



Price Change
At the start of the Summer term (after Easter) the price for activity

clubs will be changing to £3 per session.

As before, all sessions will need to be prebooked and paid for upfront.
This is due to high demand for places on these clubs. Thank you for

understanding.

Language Of The Month - ARABIC
Each month we have a language of the month in school. Children

can take part in class challenges and even win a prize. 

This month, we’re celebrating Arabic; Arabic is spoken by over 370
million people, primarily across the Middle East and North Africa

(MENA) region, where it is an official language in 22 countries. Key
areas include Egypt (highest population), Saudi Arabia, Iraq,

Algeria, and the UAE, spanning from Mauritania to OmanJoin in our
class challenges to be entered into the Language of the Month

prize draw! 

Here are a few key phrases to get you started:
 👋 Hello – mrhban

 👋 Goodbye –mae alsalama
 🗣️ My name is –asmi hu

Give them a try around school!



Please can we remind all parents/carers that
children need to come to school with a coat and

suitable shoes every day. Especially now the
weather is getting colder. Thank you.

Suitable clothing

COATS
Every day a large number of coats are found out on

the playground and brought into lost property.
Most of which are unlabelled and not collected.

Please remind children to collect their coats at the
end of break time. Also if uniform/coats could be

labelled this helps greatly.

Reception Places 2026
If your child requires a Reception place for September please ensure

you have applied online. You need to complete an application even if
they attend Nursery at Bracken Edge.

Closing date is 15  January 2026. Ask at the office if you need
assistance completing the application.

th

Parking on Harehills Lane
We know that some parents/carers park on Harehills Lane and walk
through the park to access school. Please can everyone be mindful

of where they park.  Cars should not stop or be parked on the zig
zag lines as this blocks visibility to the crossings. Unfortunately

there have been some reports of people parking on these lines and
because of this there has been a near miss on the crossing.  We

want to ensure children and anyone using the crossings are safe.



BOOK
WISH LIST

If you would like to
donate a book or two to

be read and loved by
Bracken Edge pupils,

please scan the QR code
below to be redirected
to our Amazon page. We
really appreciate every

book bought. 
our english team have
created a list to suit
children throughout

school and these are books
we know the children will

love reading 
thank you for your support





Nursery places
available - 15 and 30

hour places. Please ask
the main office for a

form.

Nursery 
Places

A polite reminder
that dogs are not
permitted on the
school premises,
except for service

dogs and Betty, our
school dog. 

You can follow us on X for
updates of what we get up to in

school.
Add us here -

https://x.com/brackenedge



ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE

OUR WHOLE SCHOOLOUR WHOLE SCHOOLOUR WHOLE SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE IS 92.3%ATTENDANCE IS 92.3%ATTENDANCE IS 92.3%
OUR WHOLE SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE IS 92.3%



ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE
Above is March’s overall attendance. Well done Sparrow class!

Punctuality Matters
Gates close at 8:55am. If you arrive after this you must enter via
the office. Children arriving after 9am must sign in at the office

and will receive a late mark.



ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE
Fast Track Initiative 

We continuously use supportive methods to improve attendance.
We are looking to improve barriers to attendance and how we

can support families.

Every term we will be running a Fast Track Initiative in partnership
with Leeds City Council. 

Fast Track is a time-focussed approach to tackling irregular
school attendance. 

All pupils with 10 unauthorised absence sessions (5 school days)
recorded over a 10- week period will be placed on this initiative.

Parents will be notified in writing.
A pupil’s daily attendance will be robustly monitored for a four

week period. During this period, if there are any further
unauthorised absences recorded parents will be requested to

attend a School Attendance Panel meeting to discuss.
Following this, if no improvement is made within the specified

timeframe, the case will be referred to the Local Authority for a
fixed penalty notice to be issued.

What is an unauthorised absence? If parents do not tell the school
the reason, or if the school believes the reason is not acceptable,

then the school may record that day as unauthorised.

Please remember we are always here to support you. If there are
barriers to attendance we should know about, talk to us 🙂

Miss Ahmad - School Attendance Officer



Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  
 Keeping Your Child Safe: Operation Encompass at Bracken Edge

Primary School
We want to share some important information about how we work

with West Yorkshire Police to support children who may have
experienced domestic abuse at home.

What is Operation Encompass?
Operation Encompass helps police and schools work together to

provide emotional and practical help to children. This ensures that
the school has up to date relevant information about the child's
circumstances and can enable immediate support to be put in
place, according to the child's needs. Keeping Children Safe in

Education

How does it work?
If the police are called to an incident of domestic abuse where a

child from our school is present, they will inform us before the start of
the next school day. This early notification means we can provide
immediate, discreet support to the child as soon as they arrive at

school.

What support do we provide?
When we receive information through Operation Encompass, our

trained staff will:

Provide a safe, calm space if needed
Offer emotional support throughout the day

Be understanding if your child seems upset or finds it difficult to
concentrate

Work sensitively with you and your family
Your child's privacy matters

All information shared through Operation Encompass is treated with
the strictest confidence. We will only share information on a need-

to-know basis with staff directly supporting your child.



Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  
 This doesn't replace safeguarding procedures

Operation Encompass does not replace statutory safeguarding
procedures. Where appropriate, the police and/or schools should
make a referral to local authority children's social care if they are

concerned about a child's welfare. Keeping Children Safe in
Education

If we have concerns about your child's safety, we will always follow
our safeguarding procedures and work with the appropriate

agencies.

Need support?
If you or someone you know is experiencing domestic abuse, help is

available 24/7 through the National Domestic Abuse Helpline on
0808 2000 247 (free and confidential).

For more information about Operation Encompass, visit
www.operationencompass.org

If you have any questions about how we support children at Bracken
Edge Primary School, please speak to our Designated Safeguarding

Lead Mrs Lunn

http://www.operationencompass.org/
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Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  
 

Our school's cluster are running parentgym in Bracken Edge the
week commencing 10  March for 6 weeks. If you are interested

please speak to Mrs Lunn or find out more information at Home -
Parent Gym"

th

https://parentgym.com/
https://parentgym.com/
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The Child Friendly Leeds team have put together a one page guide and blog post
featuring activities for children and young people taking place in Leeds over the

upcoming school holidays. The guide is coded, so it is easy to see which events are free. 
This guide supports Wish 7 which is all about having fun, affordable things to do. Please

share with your community of families, children and young people.
Read more | remaining 72% of article

https://wearechildfriendlyleeds.com/2026/03/31/leeds-easter-holidays-child-friendly-things-to-do-this-spring/
https://wearechildfriendlyleeds.com/wish-7-things-to-do/
https://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/186235?source=Bulletin&guid=6697F49D-B208-49FC-BEA5-B23C3E2309F6
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