
A MESSAGE FROM MRS GRIFFITHS

Unbelievably, the year is coming to an end – and hasn't it seemed to come
round so fast! It's hard to sum up the year in just a few words, but what a year it
has been. Our carnival was a vibrant way to come together and celebrate our
community here at Bracken Edge, of which we are immensely proud.
Throughout the year, we've welcomed lots of visitors to school and taken our
pupils out on school trips, and what is always noticed is their enthusiasm,
eagerness to get involved, and sense of togetherness. This is truly wonderful to
see.

Our Year 6 pupils hold a special place in my heart – they were just joining
Reception as I joined the school. To see their development and growth over
time has been something to celebrate, and we're immensely proud of all their
achievements at Bracken Edge. We wish them all the very best as they begin
their exciting journey to high school.  The grand finale of our end-of-year show
– The Jungle Book was a fantastic celebration of all the talent and hard work
our pupils have put in this year. Thank you for coming to join us, your support is
appreciated.

We are saying goodbye to three valued members of staff this year: Mr Lavelle,
Mrs Wilkinson and Miss Noel. It is always sad to say goodbye, but we want to
say a huge thank you for all their hard work and dedication to our pupils at
Bracken Edge. We wish them all the very best for the opportunities they are
pursuing next – you will all be missed. We are also saying a temporary
goodbye to Mrs Dewhurst and Miss Schofield as they begin their maternity
leave. We send them our very best wishes and look forward to welcoming them
back in due course.
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We are now on Facebook!

Search ‘Bracken Edge Primary
School’ and follow our page

to stay up to date with school
news.

School Dinners

In September the price of school
meals will be increasing.

The price from September 2026
will be £2.95

School will close at the
normal time of 3:15pm on

Friday 17  July.th

Friday 17  July - School closes
for summer at 3:15pm

th

Tuesday 1  September -
Training Day (School closed)

st

Wednesday 2  September -
School reopens for pupils

nd

Finally, I would like to extend our congratulations to Miss Taylor who has just
reached 25 years of service at Bracken Edge. What an achievement! As a HLTA,
Miss Taylor works with children from Nursery to Year 6, supporting their learning
and development throughout their time at Bracken Edge. Over the years, she
has made a real difference to hundreds of children and families, and her
dedication and expertise are valued by staff and pupils alike. Thank you Miss
Taylor - we truly appreciate everything you do!

Whatever your plans are over the summer holidays, I wish you well. Enjoy the
break, and we look forward to seeing everyone back in school on Wednesday
2nd September. Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful school
community.

Kind regards
Mrs Griffiths 
Interim Headteacher



The hive - wraparound care 
From September Breakfast club will be open from 7:45am.

Price increases from September - 
Breakfast Club - going up to £6.00 per session. 

After SchooL Club(until 4:30pm) - going up to £7.00
After School Club (until 6pm) - going up to £12.00

After school club and breakfast club sessions for first half
term of new academic year will be open to book from

Tuesday 21  July 2026.st

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
FSM changes will be taking effect from September. Anybody

claiming universal credit will be eligible to claim FSM's. Please
complete a form at the school office if you believe you may be

entitled in September.

Year 6 SATs Results
We have been delighted to share the SATs results with

Year 6 pupils today. The children worked incredibly hard
throughout the year and approached their tests with

determination, resilience and confidence. Their
dedication has been reflected in some fantastic

outcomes, and we are extremely proud of everything
they have achieved.

While SATs are only one measure of achievement, we
are thrilled to celebrate the progress our children have
made and the effort they have shown every step of the

way.
Congratulations, Year 6—you should all be immensely

proud of your achievements. We wish you every success
as you begin the next exciting chapter at secondary

school!



A reminder that anyone can use the local library over the summer to
borrow books. Children can also enter the summer reading challenge

at their local library or online. 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Reporting Absences 

If you need to report your child as absent please can you call the
school number and press option 1 for the absence line and leave
a message. Unfortunately Dojo messages/texts don’t reach the

attendance team in time. Alternatively you can call and speak to
a member of the office team and they will record the absence.

Medication must be taken home at the end of the year and brought
back on the first day of school in September.

Please let us know if your child has any changes to their medical
conditions so we can update our records.

Medical Information

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


Traffic Enforcement Officers

Due to ongoing concerns, Leeds City Council now regularly
ask Traffic Enforcement Officers to monitor the roads

around school and issue parking fines to cars that are
parked illegally - including waiting or stopping on or next to

the entrance markings.
These officers are doing their job for the safety of our pupils

and families and we expect that they be treated
respectfully.

School are not involved in the deployment of these officers
and cannot intervene if fines have been issued. If you are
following the parking regulations around school, then you

will not receive a fine.

Staffing update
We would like to say congratulations to Miss Schofield and Mrs

Dewhurst as they embark on their maternity leave. We can’t wait to
meet your new arrivals!

We are sadly saying goodbye to two teachers - Mrs Wilkinson (Miss
Peers) and Mr Lavelle, both of whom have worked at Bracken Edge
for a number of years and will be very much missed. Thank you for
all  your hard work. Also goodbye and good luck to Miss Noel who

has worked across all the classes in school, she is leaving to
pursue a new career and we wish her all the best.

Congratulations to Miss Potter, who will be getting married over the
summer and will be Mrs Daniels from September. We hope you

have a brilliant day!



Year 6 Residential
Our Year 6 residential to Robin Hood's Bay was an unforgettable

experience, packed with adventure, teamwork and plenty of smiles.
From exploring the stunning coastline and discovering fascinating rock

pools to taking part in exciting outdoor activities, the children had
countless opportunities to learn beyond the classroom. They

developed new skills, built confidence and strengthened friendships
while creating memories that will stay with them for years to come.

Well done, Year 6—you represented our school brilliantly, and we hope
you look back on your Robin Hood's Bay adventure with great pride and

fond memories.



What a fantastic way for our Year 6 pupils to celebrate the end of their
primary school journey! Their production of The Jungle Book was a

wonderful showcase of the talent, confidence and teamwork that they
have developed throughout their time at our school.

From the lively songs and energetic dances to the impressive acting
and memorable costumes, every child played their part in bringing

the story to life. Their enthusiasm and commitment shone through in
every scene, and it was clear how much hard work had gone into

preparing such an entertaining performance.
Congratulations, Year 6, on a truly outstanding performance. We are

incredibly proud of each and every one of you and wish you every
success and happiness as you begin your next adventure.

Year 6 Leavers Performance of The
Jungle Book



Trips and Experiences
In DT, Year 3 learned about healthy wraps, exploring a variety of

nutritious ingredients and discussing the importance of a
balanced diet. They then designed and made their own healthy

wraps, which they thoroughly enjoyed preparing and tasting.



Trips and Experiences
Year 2 visited Cayton Bay where they explored the beach, dug

holes in the sand, paddled in the sea and enjoyed an ice cream.
They had a fantastic time and represented Bracken Edge so well. 



Trips and Experiences
Year 2 also had their annual ZooLab visit where they got up close
to various animals and minibeasts. They learned all about their

habitats  and how they have adapted to live in different
environments. Very brave Year 2!



Trips and Experiences
Girls from Key Stage One represented Bracken Edge when they

took part in a football skills workshop hosted by Leeds Well
Schools Partnership at Boston Spa Academy on Tuesday 30

June. The event was run by female junior leaders from
secondary schools across Leeds and aimed to teach the girls

teamwork, respect and determination. 

th



Trips and Experiences
Girls from Lower Key Stage Two represented Bracken Edge when
they took part in a football skills workshop hosted by Leeds Well
Schools Partnership at Trinity University on Thursday 9  July. The
event was run by female junior leaders from Garforth Academy

and aimed to teach the girls teamwork, respect and
determination. 

th



Community connections
A wholesome afternoon on Saturday 4th July was spent

with our neighbours at Jamaica Society Leeds supporting
them in setting up for their Windrush Celebration day. It
was amazing to see the community come together to

mark such an important part of our history.

https://www.facebook.com/JamaicaSocietyLeeds?__cft__[0]=AZYqBZdptZj3wGwi-fokxY7ETyT_8C5uLQ-6xwW6aWsGYCki717fuecVa_yY7Xw2Nu5Jr4bQC-zX78zG3Mrs1-fgozAmu5KWFgGTDwSC9pmusZDVoxPeXhVReRkqI42dOnw4M7hGgMjqLDoRy1lLYSipv-mdKWUiNuRf6IBHd93Zr98TtXg25BDO8ikukpA4I7N0v-fuBBgARShK9QdErcUN&__tn__=-]K-R


After School Activity Clubs
The clubs for Autumn Term 2026 are:

Key Stage 1 clubs TBC in September.

Clubs must be paid for upfront via ParentPay (or via Artcamp directly)
and places are offered on a first come first served basis. If your child
does not secure a place they can be put on the waiting list and will be
offered first refusal next half term.

We try to make the clubs procedure as fair as possible - by using
ParentPay we are minimising the need to call the office or come in to
school as we are aware that many parents cannot do that during the
day.

There are limited spaces for each club due to staffing ratios. If your child
did not get a place this time please let the office know and they will add
your child to the waiting list.

Activity clubs will be open to book from 1  September 2026.st

Day Club Years

Monday Gymnastics Key Stage 2

Tuesday Skateboarding Years 2, 3 & 4

Wednesday Football Key Stage 2





We are pleased to announce that ArtCamp will be running a
holiday club at Bracken Edge. Please visit their website for more

information and to book.

HOLIDAY CLUBHOLIDAY CLUBHOLIDAY CLUB



BOOK
WISH LIST

If you would like to
donate a book or two to

be read and loved by
Bracken Edge pupils,

please scan the QR code
below to be redirected
to our Amazon page. We
really appreciate every

book bought. 
our english team have
created a list to suit
children throughout

school and these are books
we know the children will

love reading 
thank you for your support





Nursery places
available - 15 and 30

hour places. Please ask
the main office for a

form.

Nursery 
Places

A polite reminder
that dogs are not
permitted on the
school premises,
except for service

dogs and Betty, our
school dog. 



Thank you!
As we reach the end of another school year, we want to thank you
for your continued support in ensuring your child attends school

regularly. Good attendance is one of the most important factors in
your child's academic success and wellbeing, and we're grateful

for your partnership in making this a priority.

        To date, 45% of our pupils achieved 96%+ attendance
Our overall attendance has improved by almost 2% compared to

last year
Well done to Reception and Year 3, who had the strongest

attendance across the school!

Every day your child is in school, they're learning, building
friendships, and developing the confidence and skills they need to

thrive.

Why every day counts
We know that sometimes absences are unavoidable, but it's

important to understand how quickly they can add up and impact
your child's learning.

Here's what the numbers really mean:
· 95% attendance = 10 days missed = 2 weeks of lost learning
· 90% attendance = 19 days missed = 4 weeks of lost learning

· Persistent absence starts at 90% - that's just one day off every
two weeks

When children miss school, they don't just miss lessons - they also
miss time with friends, important routines, and opportunities to

build their confidence. Even absences that seem small can
quickly affect progress and wellbeing.

ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE



How we're supporting attendance
At Bracken Edge, we take attendance seriously and have clear

systems in place to support every child:
· Daily monitoring: We monitor registers daily, with the Attendance

Officer calling home for all absent pupils
· Early intervention: We track attendance patterns closely and
reach out early when we notice dips, so we can offer support

before issues escalate
· Personalised support: Our attendance team works with families to

identify and overcome barriers to regular attendance, whether
that's anxiety about school, medical needs, or other challenges
We're here to help. If your family is facing any challenges with
attendance, please speak to us - we can work together to find

solutions.

Our drive to improve attendance continues!
Next year, we'll be building on this year's progress with an even

stronger focus on attendance across the school.

How you can help
You play a vital role in your child's attendance. Here's how you can

support us:
✓ Arrive on time every day Our register closes at 9am. Being on
time helps your child settle into learning and sets them up for a

successful day.
✓ Only keep children home when genuinely unwell -  minor colds,
headaches or feeling 'a bit tired' don't usually require absence. If

your child is well enough to be up and about at home, they're well
enough to be in school.

✓ Book medical appointments outside school hours Where
possible, please arrange dentist and doctor appointments during

holidays or after school. If this isn't possible, try to book
appointments at the start or end of the school day to minimise

time missed.

ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE



✓ Don't take holidays during term time Holidays during term time are
not authorised and can result in penalty notices. Please plan family

holidays during the school breaks.
✓ Contact us on the first day of absence Please call the school office

by 9am on the first day your child is absent and let us know the
reason. This helps us keep accurate records and ensures we can

support your child appropriately.
✓ Talk to us early if you're struggling If you're facing challenges with

your child's attendance - whether it's anxiety, transport issues, or
something else - please speak to us as soon as possible. The earlier

we know, the more we can help.

Together, we can ensure every child at Bracken Edge has the best
possible chance to succeed and reach their full potential.

Have a wonderful summer break - we'll see you back in school on
2nd September!

Mrs Lunn – Attendance Lead Miss Ahmad – Attendance Officer



ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE
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At Bracken Edge we work with the 2gether cluster, for more
information please visit https://2gethercluster.org.uk

FAMILY SUPPORT PRACTITIONER

At the 2gether Cluster, we provide family support services to families
with children that attend one of our cluster schools.

Our family support practitioner will work with you in the following
ways:

Support is tailored to your individual needs.

Meetings will be either on a one-to-one basis, with both parents,
parents and children together or the family as a whole.

Parents/carers will feel encouraged and empowered to overcome
barriers which may be impacting the lives of their children.

Sessions can take place in your home, school or a community setting.

Sessions will usually take place once a week for around an hour, but
this will be decided with your practitioner when you meet.

The support plan will be set out with you and this can be adapted
throughout to meet your family’s needs.

Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  Pastoral and safeguarding newsPastoral and safeguarding news  
 

https://2gethercluster.org.uk/
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