16/01/2026 Newsletter

Blackgates

SCHOOL

Friday 16 January 2026

Principal's Message
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i\Ma- hawve had another busy week here at

E Blackgates, The younger children had stay and
* play sessions showing their parents how

E wonderful they are at mathematics. Robins

= shared what 'subitise’ means and how they are
E!eamlng 1o recognise how many items there are
= without counting. This helps them know their

+ number facts to 10 and above.

EThe school dogs are still visiting each Friday.

= Margot and Dave are very popular with the

2 children and they love chasing after the balls the

= children throw.

E Key Stage 2 children have begun a new spelling

+ scheme which they are enjoying. it is very

E interactive with songs and rhymes to help and
+ less worksheets!

E Thank you for your ongoing support

i Mrs Julie Coulson

Notices

Reminder: Please
do not ride bikes
on school grounds,
this is hazardous

to others.

Primary Academy
NEWSLETTER

JANUARY EDITION

¢

Important
Dates:

Training days: 2025/2026
Friday 22 May
Monday 20 July
Tuesday 21 July

Dates for your Diary_
Trips/Events

22 Jan Year 3 trip Leeds City Museum
27 January - K§1 Winter Olympics - Morley
Leisure Centre
28 Jan Year 5 Music & concert day (more
details to follow)

EY & Y1 Stay_and Play

Tuesday 10 February - Love & Hearts
theme
Monday 2 March - Pancake decorating
Friday 13 March - Mothering Sunday
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This week the children have been thinkin

about all of the changes they can see R"‘

happening outside in our local environment
and thinking about how we can keep warm
by wearing hats, gloves, scarves, mittens
and winter boots. The children have been
practising their fine motor skills by threading
hoop cereal onto pipe cleaners to make bird
feeders for our wildlife and developing their
gross motor skills by creating zigzag icicle
patterns in Squiggle While You Wiggle with
hand flappers and crayons.

Thank you to all of our families who joined
us for our maths themed 'Stay & Play'
session this week. The children love

welcoming their special grown-ups into

class to play! If you haven't spotted the
dates for the next sessions please speak to a
member of Nursery staff who can let you

know when they will be happening.

Please look out for your child bringing home

a Nursery Library book next Wednesday. All

of the information will be included in a blue

folder that your child will be bringing home
with them on this day.

Nursery
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This week in Doves, we've begun our exciting journey
learning about the United Kingdom! The children loved using
string to create the UK's outline and carefully placing each
country's flag in the right spot. In maths, we've been
exploring 2-D and 3-D shapes, and the children had great
fun spotting real-life objects that match these shapes. Why
not join in while you're out and about? Ask your child: How
many cylinders can you find? How many cuboids can you
see?
| was so pleased with the amount of homework returned this
week - it's clear the children really enjoy continuing their
learning at home. New homework will be handed out each

Wednesday, so keep an nildren's book bags!

Missl'f'x‘fuse” -
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Robins
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sound is made by using
tuning forks, drums and
elastic bands to make
vibrations which then
created sound
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Falcons

Year 5 have enjoyed
experimenting with a range of
oil pastel techniques, including
sgraffito, scumbling and
stippling. We will be using
these skills to create our own
interpretations of the
Rainbow Mountains in Peru.
In music, we have been
practising our song ‘What
About Us’ ready for our
performance at Woodkirk -
more information to follow.
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Hawks

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a wonderful second week
back in Year 6. The children have settled
in brilliantly and are already working
hard across all subjects.

In writing, we have begun our work
based on the novel Holes. The children
are currently focusing on.writing a
conversation between two characters,
and they are showing great imagination
and a growing understanding of dialogue
skills.

We are also beginning to think ahead
towards the SATs in May. Over the next
few weeks, we will be sending out letters
inviting children to attend some
optional booster sessions before or after
school. These sessions are simply an
extra opportunity for practice and
support.

Thank you for your continued support.
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* NE

TALES OF COURAGE

Check out this app it is a called Lumi Nova - it is for children aged 712 to
help them to learn how to manage and reduce symptoms of anxiety. It is
free in certain areas including Wakefield. Click on the link below.

Get instant access to a fun digital therapy app to help your child self
manage their worries.

. 7-12 year olds (mild to moderate anxiety)*
. NICE Recommended
. Evidence Based
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COULD YOU SPOT
A LOAN SHARK?

A loan shark may pretend to be o friend but can

become aggressive if you miss payments

They can charge high interest and don't give

poperwork

They may threaten or bully you or your family

If you need help, contact

in confidence

sTer LO{\NSH NRKS
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Prinicipal: Mrs J Coulson

Dear Parent

Find below the term dates for the 2026/27 academic
year for the Leodis Academies Trust schools.

[ Aartummes Hadt o 1 'ml;ow—umi Tradng 73 Ot 7036
Ao Hast o 3 Mordey T Novernter H00% Frichny 18 Dwcarrboer 2008
Spring Halt Tarm | Mondey & lersaey X377 Frichay 13 Fanuary 3037
Bpring Hadl Term I Monday 2 ebeuary 2037 Thursday 4 Haren 2077
“Suammer it Toem 1 Monday 12 Ape 2017 Fradiny 28 My 2027
Saarries Mait Torm 1 Maray 7 b 2077 Frabay 16 bty 2007

Please note:
-

The August Bank Holiday falls on Monday 31 August 2026. This means the first day of the
academic year is Tuesday 1 September 2026, All of the Leodis Academies Trust schools will
use Tuesday 1 September as a staff training day, with the term for pupils and students starting

from Wednesday 2 September.
The dates of the two week Easter break are different to those being used by schools following
the Leeds City Council term dates. Leodis Academies Trust usually follows the Leeds City

.

:;Cgun_cll_ term dates but for the 2026/27 academic year, it is believed that ad:
amended calendar will lead to better cantinuity and quali

pting the
of education around the Easter

. Holidays may be
rincipal of the schoal. If

‘they
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‘ Arbor

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our

}?r:éor |£ asimple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps
us work faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school The Parent App and Parent Portal
mean we can keep you informed about your child's life at school in a much more accessible way.

Log into Arber to see and update your child's information, get live updates and make payments or
bookings on the go!

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptep) and you can download the Parent

App from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; i0S 10.0 and
upwards).

How to get started
1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arber is ready - you weon't be able o log in before
2, Click the link in your welceme email to set up your password The Susmyvibe School of Magic
3 Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arber® W S, Lo, £
Click *Install” on Android or *Get' on iPhone then open the App
8. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password
. Accept the Terms & Conditions and entar your child's birthday

[T pe—

Need help using Arbor?

Contact the school offios # you have questions about Arbor, the App or
Parent Portal.  Tell us the type and model of your phone, ’ Mty ot
w.g.an iPhone SE, and include scroenshots or sceen recondings. -

To saleguard student data in line with General Data Protection

Regulations (GOPR), Arbor ooly works direcily with schools, Notices

i oty Cock Soet st e 3
Some tips to try: Vamportateon ot e

1. Ensure your usemame is the email address you use for Arbor. g
Aok s to check the efmall address lrked to your accourt.

:_ Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this.
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Absences

If you do need to take your child out of school for any
reason please can you either show proof of a medical

appointment to reception or for a longer absence
please fill out a leave of absence form so that we know
where they are. It is our legal responsibility to follow up
on absences and if we know in advance it saves us from
having to contact you.

vV vV
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BLACKGATES PRIMARYACADEMY

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26
Holiday The AcademyCloses | The Academy Opens
Monday 1 September 2025° |
Autumn mid term | Friday 24 October 2025 | Monday 3 November 2025
Christmas Friday 19 December 2026 | Monday 5 January 2026
Spring mid term Friday 13 February 2026 | Monday 23 February 2026
Easter break Thursday 2 April 2026 Monday 20 April 2026 |
May Bank Holiday | Friday 1 May 2026 Tuesday 5 May 2026
Summer mid term | Thursday 21 May 2026° | Monday 1 June 2026 |
| Summer break Wednesday 22 July 2026*
TrainingDays
1 Monday 1 September
2 Monday 1 December
3 Friday 22 May
4 Monday 20 July*
5Tuesday 21 July*
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