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SCHOOL

Principal's Message
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= This week we began with a Lecdis Trust Training E
= Day which followed the theme of inclusion.
=Workshops and speakers came to support the
= teaching of pupils with SEND.

% On Friday our schaol council decorated a
EChrIstmas Tree and entered the St Mary's

= Christmas Tree Festival.

= Our Early Years and Year 1 stay and play

= Christmas activities proved popular once more.
& Thank you for attending, our children do love

= their families to come in.

EThank you for your support in ensuring you only
= use the car park if you have been given a pass.
= Mrs Julie Coulson

Notices

- Py

Come.and join us next Thursday 11
| December at 3.30pm we are hosting
I our own Christmas Fair and would
| lovetosee everyone there. There
| will be

anta, face painting, hot Chocolate
Mince pies, Christmas gifts &
games to play
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Important
Dates:

Training days: 2025/2026
Monday 1 December
Friday 22 May
Monday 20 July
Tuesday 21 July

Dates for your Diary_

Thursday 11 D ber - Reception class &
¥2 Leeds Central Library
Friday 12 December - Y1 & Y3 Leeds Central
Library.
Tuesday 16 December - Y4 Ice Skating LCC
Wednesday 17 December - Y5 Ice Skating
Lcc

Thursday 11 December 3.30pm -
; Fai

EYFS Y1 & Y2 Nativity
Monday 8 December 9.30am-10.30am &
Wednesday 2.15pm-3.15pm.
Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 - Christmas Carol Concert -
Monday Spm- 6pm

Christmas parties
Manday 15 December - Y4 & Y5
Tuesday 16 December Robins & Y1

y 17 D D
Nursery & Y6 ‘(.——_:);'

Thursday 18 December Y2 & ¥3 - .-
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Nursery

" This week the children have beengjloying

our festive celebrations, dressing up as little
elves to decorate the Christmas tree in
Nursery and learning how to make paper
chain decorations to hang from the ceiling.
These activities have helped the children
develop their fine motor skills which will help
them manipulate objects with their fingers.
Great work Nursery!

We were all very happy to learn that we had
the best attndance in school last week!
Thank you to everyone for bring your
children to Nursery for each of their
sessions. Every day really does count and
helps them to learn about the world beyond
their family unit, boost their confidence and
helps them to become 'school ready'. The
children cannot wait for Mrs Coulson to
bring the wheel down for them to spin a
treat!
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Robins
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phonics, and the children have wol
really hard! A gentle reminder to keep up
with reading at home and practisinhx\_
spelling bricks. This doesn’t need to be the
whole book in one go - feel free to spread
reading across the week in small,
manageable chunks. Little and often
makes a big difference!
The children have absolutely loved
decorating our classroom and are feeling
very excited about all the Christmas
activities we have planned. It's sucha
joy'ful- time, and we can't wait to share
these experiences with them.
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This week Year 4 have been
designing a balanced,
vegetarian meal as part of their
Design and Technology lessons.
The children have thought
carefully about a choice of
carbohydrates, protein, and
vegetables to include. We will be
using their plans to make their
dishes next week.

If you have any photos of your
children cooking at home,
please email them to school, we

would love to see them. ()

Thank you
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Falcons

This week, we have continued
to enjoy learning about the
Ancient Greeks and finding out
about all'tH8I¥ significant
achievements and how they
have influenced the world we
live in today. The children also
enjoyed designing their own
mythical creatures which we
will write about next week.
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Hawks

Robinwood Residential - What an
Amazing Experience!
llast week, Year 6 had the most

incredible time away at Robinwood! It

was wonderful to see the children
stepping outside their comfort zones

and taking on activities they were

initially worried about.

From soaring down the zip line, braving
the giant swing, and tackling the
climbing wall, to working together
during the piranha pool challenge and
canoeing on the lake, every child
showed resilience, courage, and
fantastic teamwork.

Myself, Mrs Elston, and Mr White were so
impressed with every single child - their
determination and support for one
another made us proud. It truly was a
memorable trip full of laughter, learning,
and adventure!
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Christmas Holidays
at The Hepworth
UV EUGHED

Sat 20 Dec
=Sun 4 Jan

Visit The Hepworth Wakefield this Christmas holidays
for workshops, festive film screenings, activities in the
galleries and family activity kits.

Free for kids and Wakefield residents

50% OFF FOR NON-WAKEFIELD RESIDENTS

[on-Wakefield residents can gel off a standard adull Ticket when visiting with a child during
the Wakefield school holidays. Use discount code FAMILYS0 when booking online or in person,
(One discounted adult ticket per child.)

HOW TO FIND US

The Hepworth Wakefield,

Gallery Walk, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF15AW

Our car park is located on Thomes Lane, WF1 503,

The gallery is a 5-minute walk from Wakefield Kirkgate

or jump on the Free City Bus from the bus and train stations.
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FESTIVEHOLIDAY CAMP
GIRLS-ONLY (¥

YEARS o

9:00AM - 3:00PM

HUNSLET CLUB
HILLIDGE RD,HUNSLET
LEEDS LS10 1BP

Give your ¢ the ultimate football experience wigh
theleeds U d Foundation Soccer Camp - a cam
that'srewarding, educational, and full of excitemejtfon
all ages and abilities.

Led by FA-qualified coaches, our sessions are pades

withskill-building activities, small-sided games, a§i
friendly competitionsdesigned to boost confidenc
and o the pitch.

Every child isfully supervised by DBS-checked,

first-aid-trained coaches, ensuring asafe, supporti
positive environmentthroughout.

Perfect for kids who love football and want to
learn the Leeds United way!
Wear a Christmas jumper for a chance to win TWO LUFC

ive tiveli
= HOW TO BOOK: °

EMAIL: womenandgirls@leedsunitedjcom
or scan the QR codg

SCAN HERE!

YOUR
CHILDS

PLACE

Now!
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|s your child due to
start primary

school in g ‘o &%
20267 & o« .

‘}?f'a\' ‘\"f B “’ ‘.-"g: %0

S ss FER

Applications are open for Reception

places to start in September 2026
You can apply online until Thursday 15 January 2026

Q www.leeds.gov.uk/apply
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COULD YOU SPOT
A LOAN SHARK?

A loan shark may pretend to be o friend but can

become aggressive if you miss payments

They can charge high interest and don't give

poperwork

They may threaten or bully you or your family

If you need help, contact

in confidence

sTer LO{\NSH NRKS
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Ax you iy be ware your child's school has 5 mil scherme, sdereniatered by Cool Mim, M-

Eresktant and lunch, Chldren recehye free mlk untd the age of 5. After that, they Can contits by
i - coat

o opt Semply regeter your chitd M
You iy el e the
L) e o drnadt e
rthday.
For &1 our As well a8 being
o W ey, y L J
teme We offer yearty, teerrdy P %

v YOl N e Thang 10 Memarmitne,

o & misling, o GO0 MRS YOur BOSOUNL,
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W 0800 321 3248
- e COCUTUE Corm

SCAM TO REGISTER
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Prinicipal: Mrs J Coulson

Dear Parent

Find below the term dates for the 2026/27 academic
year for the Leodis Academies Trust schools.

[ Aartummes Hadt o 1 'ml;ow—umi Tradng 73 Ot 7036
Ao Hast o 3 Mordey T Novernter H00% Frichny 18 Dwcarrboer 2008
Spring Halt Tarm | Mondey & lersaey X377 Frichay 13 Fanuary 3037
Bpring Hadl Term I Monday 2 ebeuary 2037 Thursday 4 Haren 2077
“Suammer it Toem 1 Monday 12 Ape 2017 Fradiny 28 My 2027
Saarries Mait Torm 1 Maray 7 b 2077 Frabay 16 bty 2007

Please note:
-

The August Bank Holiday falls on Monday 31 August 2026. This means the first day of the
academic year is Tuesday 1 September 2026, All of the Leodis Academies Trust schools will
use Tuesday 1 September as a staff training day, with the term for pupils and students starting

from Wednesday 2 September.
The dates of the two week Easter break are different to those being used by schools following
the Leeds City Council term dates. Leodis Academies Trust usually follows the Leeds City

.

:;Cgun_cll_ term dates but for the 2026/27 academic year, it is believed that ad:
amended calendar will lead to better cantinuity and quali

pting the
of education around the Easter

. Holidays may be
rincipal of the schoal. If

‘they
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‘ Arbor

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our

}?r:éor |£ asimple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps
us work faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school The Parent App and Parent Portal
mean we can keep you informed about your child's life at school in a much more accessible way.

Log into Arber to see and update your child's information, get live updates and make payments or
bookings on the go!

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptep) and you can download the Parent

App from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; i0S 10.0 and
upwards).

How to get started
1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arber is ready - you weon't be able o log in before
2, Click the link in your welceme email to set up your password The Susmyvibe School of Magic
3 Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arber® W S, Lo, £
Click *Install” on Android or *Get' on iPhone then open the App
8. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password
. Accept the Terms & Conditions and entar your child's birthday

[T pe—

Need help using Arbor?

Contact the school offios # you have questions about Arbor, the App or
Parent Portal.  Tell us the type and model of your phone, ’ Mty ot
w.g.an iPhone SE, and include scroenshots or sceen recondings. -

To saleguard student data in line with General Data Protection

Regulations (GOPR), Arbor ooly works direcily with schools, Notices

i oty Cock Soet st e 3
Some tips to try: Vamportateon ot e

1. Ensure your usemame is the email address you use for Arbor. g
Aok s to check the efmall address lrked to your accourt.

:_ Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this.
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Absences

If you do need to take your child out of school for any
reason please can you either show proof of a medical

appointment to reception or for a longer absence
please fill out a leave of absence form so that we know
where they are. It is our legal responsibility to follow up
on absences and if we know in advance it saves us from
having to contact you.

vV vV
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BLACKGATES PRIMARYACADEMY

ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26
Holiday The AcademyCloses | The Academy Opens
Monday 1 September 2025° |
Autumn mid term | Friday 24 October 2025 | Monday 3 November 2025
Christmas Friday 19 December 2026 | Monday 5 January 2026
Spring mid term Friday 13 February 2026 | Monday 23 February 2026
Easter break Thursday 2 April 2026 Monday 20 April 2026 |
May Bank Holiday | Friday 1 May 2026 Tuesday 5 May 2026
Summer mid term | Thursday 21 May 2026° | Monday 1 June 2026 |
| Summer break Wednesday 22 July 2026*
TrainingDays
1 Monday 1 September
2 Monday 1 December
3 Friday 22 May
4 Monday 20 July*
5Tuesday 21 July*
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